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GW columnist 

brings you a special edition of 

TV Heaven this week, with a Q&A 
interview featuring Total Football’s 
Santo Cilauro. 


What got you into football? 

I was born into an Italian family 
that adored its football. I grew up 
going to the football every Sunday. 
I remember watching FA Cups as a 
little kid. I follow Chelsea because 
Peter Bonetti was the goalkeeper 
of 1970. An Italian pastime is just 
watching the television and saying 
‘See that guy, he is Italian.’ 


Do you barrack for any A-League 
teams? 

No, I don’t. I go to both Mel- 
bourne teams games regularly but 
I’m not passionate. I love Chelsea 
more than any A-League club be- 
cause the love is born in that time 
of your life where it’s magical. 
Whereas right now, I’m too old to 
have a love for an A-League club. 
It has to come from a long time 
before that. 


Who did you play for growing up? 
I grew up playing at Juventus 
down at Somerton Park down 
at East Brunswick. I have to say 
my ability to play the game was 
inverse proportion to my enthusi- 
asm to it. 


What position did you play? 
It didn’t matter. They would play 
me anywhere to get me away from 
the ball. However I did goal keep a 
bit at Melbourne University. 


Favourite Australian player of all 
time? 

‘I love Bresc. I have always loved 
Bresc. And I have always loved 
Dukes. I love them for their work 
ethic. They have achieved un- 
believable things for Australian 
players and even they underesti- 
mate what they’ve done. I reckon 
Bresc is just about our best pro- 
duce ever. I love the players that 
I know had to work really hard at 
a young age to do what they did. 
Craig Johnstone, the story is al- 
most unbelievable and I hope that 
story gets told one day because 
it is genuinely unbelievable what 
Craig Johnstone had to do. 

The player who has done most in 
our latest generation of players is 
undoubtedly Mark Schwarzer. He 
has the most influence on what we 
have achieved in the past twelve 
years.’ 
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Total Football’s Sam Pang, Ed Kavalee and Santo Cilauro at last 


weekend’s Victory v Sydney FC clash at Etihad. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


How have you felt about the Soc- 
ceroos qualifications and football 
success in Australia? 

I have been through the rollercoast- 
er of qualification twice as long as 
you, Matthew. I’ve seen pain from 
the very, very early days. It shows 
you delicate football is in Austra- 
lia. It kind of rested on one penalty 
shoot out in 2005. Had it gone the 
other way would we even be here 
now talking about the show, would 
you have the newspaper you write 
for? I don’t know, it’s that delicate. 
I sometimes think was it Schwarzer 
that changed everything or was it 
the fact that the guys had a special 
plan when they came back from 
Uruguay, that gave them that edge. 


Do you have a conflict between 
supporting Australia and Italy? 

There was a clear decision that 
I made when I went to the 1998 
World Cup. And again at the 2002 
World Cup when Italy was kicked 
out by South Korea and that is, ev- 
erything I hate about Italy, is the 
sense of entitlement. It’s like, ‘Al- 
right we will make the next World 
Cup and we might do better.’ I re- 
member thinking, ‘You guys don’t 
know the pain of not being able to 
qualify for a World Cup.’ And I can 
not wait for Australia to quality for a 
World Cup. When Australia played 
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Italy, it was the moment I had been 
waiting for. I really wanted to sup- 
port Australia because Italy has an- 
noyed me. The whole complacency 
and ‘we deserve to be here’ and all 
that Italian arrogance about World 
Cup’s. I went to the ground with 
my Australia top on and had no 
qualms about it. 


How did it feel being there for ‘that’ 
moment? 

It was awful when I saw that in- 
cident happen. I watched it in 
slow motion as it was unfolding; 
I could see the train crash happen- 
ing. I knew that there was going to 
be an evening up after Italy had a 
player sent off. It was just terrible 
to watch. 


What makes Santo, Sam and Ed’s 
Total Football stand out? 

We’re real fans of the game, and 
we want bring a fan’s perspective, 
but we want to keep it light hearted. 
We all have our opinions but there 
is enough pontificating on TV and 
online. The last thing we want to do 
is offer more opinion. 


What do you make of the show’s 
success? 

‘I don’t even know if the show is 
successful or not to tell you the 
truth, Matthew. Amongst hardcore 
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SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 


Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


fans yeah; when we go to the sta- 
diums a lot of people tells us how 
much they like the show. Is it a 
mainstream success I wouldn’t 
think so. 


Does Total Football take up most of 
your working week? 

I think it does. We always wanted 
to do a football show. Sam, Ed and 
Lalways loved talking football with 
each other. So we said why don’t 
we keep the spirit of just talking 
football, what we watched during 
the week and film it. 

It does take a while; you have to 
watch games and funny moments 
to use. 

We’ve become very good at watch- 
ing games on times six. I’ve even 
told a couple of the A-League 
coaches that if they want to un- 
derstand the way their team plays 
watch it times six. 


Do you contact managers and 
players through agents or are you 
friends with them? 

That’s interesting, Matthew. A lot 
of the information we get is based 
on friendships. There is very little 
is based on talking to the media 
manager. 

We have a very good relationship 
with the A-League teams. They’ve 
all shown their support to us. 


How does it feel to take the piss out 
of the players and managers? 

First of all I love doing it because 
we’ll take the piss out of ourselves 
as well. The reason I love doing it 
is that is like taking the piss out of 
your friends. You only do it cause 
underneath it you like them. If 
you’re going to laugh at Hear not 
being able to score a goal its be- 
cause you wanted them to score a 
goal. We do it cause we love the 
game and it is actually quite in- 
clusive. It’s great when you have 
a guest like Kevin Muscat and you 
give it to him and he gives right 
back. That’s what mates do. 


How did feel working with people 
who would become Aussie comedy 
royalty? 

We were all friends before we 
worked together professionally. We 
still work the same way we did thir- 
ty years ago. Nothing has changed. 
Our life has been a happy accident. 


How did it feel being the one multi- 
cultural person or ‘wog’ in the early 
days in comedy group? Did you em- 
brace the role or want to make fun 
of the stereotypes? 

That is very simple. I think all com- 
edy is based on observation. My 
observation just has to come from a 


By Matthew Naqvi 


point of view where I do come from 
a family where it’s kind of pervad- 
ing. They still live in a world that is 
heavily Italia- Australian. It just has 
to inform the way my mind works. 
There is no other way I could do it. 
I didn’t see it as a role and thank 
god I didn’t cause then I would 
have painted myself into a corner. 


Do you have a project you are most 
happy with? 

It’s like having children; it’s hard to 
pick one. My top three is The Cas- 
tle because it had so much of our 
families’ stories in it, Thank God 
You’re Here because it is a very 
happy show to be a part of, and our 
book Molvania because it is how 
we wanted it to look. 
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us on: 


Perth Glory confirms that is has 
agreed terms with Lithuanian Inter- 
national striker Davydas Sernas to 
join the Club for the remainder of the 
2013-14 Hyundai A-League season. 
The 1.80m tall striker, who was 
playing at Turkish Super Lig team Ga- 
ziantepspor has agreed to join Perth 
Glory on a loan for the rest of season 
with an option for a permanent move 
for the 2014-15 Hyundai A-League 
season. 
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Socceroo Rhys Williams Injured 


The Socceroos are anxiously 
awaiting news on the extent of a 
serious Achilles injury suffered 
by defender Rhys Williams 
while playing for Middlesbrough 
on Wednesday. 

Williams went down just before 
the break in Middlesbrough’s 0-0 
draw at home to Wigan Athletic 
in the Championship, causing a 
lengthy stoppage. A leg brace was 


applied and he was provided with 
oxygen on the pitch. 

“Football Federation Australia 
medical staff has been informed 
by Middlesbrough that Socceroo 
defender Rhys Williams has 
suffered an Achilles injury and 
are awaiting more information 
regarding the extent of the injury,” 
an FFA spokesperson said. 


Geelong is set for a major econom- 
ic boost in February with the un- 
precedented hosting of four major 
sports events at Simonds Stadium 
as part of a Festival of Football. 

This will include a massive AFL 
pre-season blockbuster between 
Geelong and Collingwood, a crucial 
Asian Champions League qualifier 
for the A-League’s biggest club, the 
Melbourne Victory, and the Mel- 
bourne Rebels only Victorian pre- 
season game to kick off their 2014 
Super Rugby campaign. 

Premier of Victoria Denis Napthine 
said the four games across three 
football codes offer a great oppor- 
tunity for sports fans in the greater 
Geelong region. 

“Most importantly, these matches 
will bring tens of thousands of peo- 
ple from Melbourne, from the rest 
of Victoria and even from overseas 
to Geelong,” Dr Napthine said. 


Tiago’ ‘ Contract 
Terminated 


Sydney FC and centre half Tiago 
Calvano have agreed to a mutual 
termination of the defender’s 
contract with the Sky Blues to 
allow the Brazilian to take up an 
offer of a contract in the United 
States Of America. 

Tiago joined the club from the 
Newcastle Jets in January 2013 as 
an injury replacement for Pascal 
Bosschaart, and will terminate his 
contract with immediate effect. 


CIALIST 


Brisbane Roar has welcomed 
2011 Premiership and Cham- 
pionship winner Jean Carlos 
Solorzano back to the Hyundai 
A-League club. 

The Costa Rican striker, known as 
Nico by his teammates, has signed 
with the club until the end of the 
current campaign. 

Head Coach Mike Mulvey was 
pleased to see Solorzano back 

at the Roar, where he scored 11 
goals in the victorious Hyundai 
A-League 2010/11 season. 

“As a club, we were looking for 

a quality player to add depth to 
the squad after the departure of 
Kwame Yeboah,” Mulvey said. 
“We wanted to add a goal-scoring 
option off the bench, someone 
who is capable of scoring late 
goals and Nico is proven goal- 
scorer in this competition.” 
Solorzano will wear the number 
16 jersey and could be available 
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for selection for this Sunday’s 
Hyundai A-League home match 
against Central Coast Mariners 
pending his international clear- 
ance. 
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Adelaide United FC would like 
to advise that Steven Lustica 
has indicated to the Club that he 
would like to leave the Adelaide 
United Football Club to join the 
Brisbane Roar. 

Originally playing in Croatia for 
HNK Hajduk Split, Steven agreed 
to join Adelaide United for the 
current season. Recently, he was 
offered an extension to his current 
contract. At the conclusion of these 
negotiations by way of email from 
his agent and a verbal commitment 
from Steven he had agreed to ex- 
tend his contract with Adelaide 
United FC for the 2014/15 Hyun- 
dai A-League season. That was 
followed by an approach from 
Brisbane Roar and his position has 
since changed. He has now indi- 
cated that he would like to immedi- 
ately terminate his current contract 
to join the Brisbane Roar. 

This situation is totally different to 
a transfer based matter where Club 
and Player alike benefit from a po- 
tential move. 

As at today (Thursday), Adelaide 
United FC will not release the play- 
er. The club will continue to seek to 
resolve the matter with the player 
and or his agent and until that time 
there will be no further comment 
on the matter. 


Football Federation Victoria 
(FFV) is pleased to announce 
the return of Melbourne Vic- 
tory games record holder Maika 
Ruyter-Hooley (54 matches), 
who has signed with Victory for 
the remainder of the 2013/2014 
Westfield W-League regular sea- 
son and finals series. 

Ruyter-Hooley has spent the cur- 
rent season studying a PhD in 
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Senior from $22.86 
Junior from $20.32 


Sweden, but Victory coach David 
Edmondson said he was impressed 
with the 26-year-old’s physical 
condition when she returned to 
Australia a couple of weeks ago. 


With the new season still a few 
months away Victorian football 
fans will be able to get a first 
glance at some of the top sides in 
Victorian football with the inau- 
gural 3XY Cup kicking off this 
week. 

Hosted at Heidelberg United’s 
Olympic Village, the tournament 
includes ten Victorian sides and 
two from interstate with West Ad- 
elaide and Hobart Olympic making 
the trip to Melbourne. 

The Tournament commenced earli- 
er this week with matches to come 
on Friday night and Saturday with 
the Quarter Finals to kick off later 
this weekend. 

The tournament will be played ina 
group knockout format with the top 
two teams of each group of three to 
progress to the quarter finals. 


Here are the groups: 

Group A: Port Melbourne, Malvern 
City, Western Suburbs 

Group B: Oakleigh, Springvale, 
Darebin 

Group C: Heidelberg Utd, Sth 
Melb, West Adelaide 

Group D: Bentleigh, AEK Waver- 
ly, FC Clifton Hill 


Friday 31st January 

6.30pm Darebin v Oakleigh 
7.50pm Sth Melb v West Adelaide 
9.10pm Bentleigh Greens v Hobart 
Olympic 


Saturday 1st February 

9.30am Heidelberg Utd v West Ad- 
elaide 

11.30am Hobart v FC Clifton Hill 
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Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 


4 Melbourne Victory 
5 Sydney FC 
6 Adelaide United 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 17 
3 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Perth Glory 

8 Newcastle Jets 

9 Wellington Phoenix 
10 Melbourne Heart 


Round 17 Fixture 


Fri Jan 31 Melbourne Heart v Sydney FC 

Fri Jan 31 Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 

Sat Feb 1 Wellington Phoenix v Adelaide United 

Sat Feb 1 Newcastle Jets v West Sydney Wanderers 
Sun Feb 2 Brisbane Roar v Central Coast Mariners 


Round 18 Fixture 


Fri Feb 7 West Sydney Wanderers v Brisbane Roar 
Sat Feb 8 Central Coast Mariners v Melbourne Victory 
Sat Feb 8 Sydney FC v Adelaide United 

Sun Feb 9 Melbourne Heart v Perth Glory 

Sun Feb 9 Newcastle Jets v Wellington Phoenix 
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Venue 

AAMI Park 

NIB stadium 

Eden Park, Auckland 
Hunter Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 


Venue 

Parramatta Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 
TBC 

Hunter Stadium 
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Local 

7:30 PM 
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A-League Title 2013/14 

Brisbane Roar 2.30 
Wanderers 4.50 
Central Coast Mariners 6.50 
Melbourne Victory 7.00 
Sydney FC 12.0 
Adelaide United 10.0 
Perth Glory 19.0 
Newcastle Jets 17.0 
Wellington Phoenix 23.0 
Melbourne Heart 151 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 
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Western Sydney Wanderers 3 
(Santalab 28, Mooy 35, Bridge 71) 
Perth Glory 1 (Smeltz 56) 

Crowd: 14,111 @ Pirtek Stadium 


Melbourne Victory 0 

Sydney FC 5 (Despotovic 11’, Del 
Piero 20’ (p), 54’, Ryall 24’, Carle 
87’) 

24,354@Etihad Stadium 


Central Coast Mariners 3 (Caceres 
13, McBreen 32, Simon 45+2) 
Newcastle Jets 0 

Crowd: 10,920 @ Bluetongue 
Stadium 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Clut 50, Brattan 
87) 

Wellington Phoenix 1 (Huysegems 
36) 

Crowd: 13,889 @Suncorp Stadium 


Western Sydney Wanderers 3 
(Brendan Santalab 28’, Aaron Mooy 
34’, Mark Bridge 71’) 

Perth Glory 1 (Shane Smeltz 56’) 
Crowd: 14,111 @ Pirtek Stadium, 
Parramatta 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


Stein Huysegems Wellington Phoenix FC 8 
Alessandro Del Piero Sydney FC 7 
James Troisi Melbourne Victory 7 
Besart Berisha Brisbane Roar 7 
Adam Taggart Newcastle Jets 6 
Ranko Despotovic Sydney FC 5 
Jeronimo Neumann Adelaide United 5 


A-LEAGUE TEAM! OF THE WEEK Round 16 


Seb 
Ryall 


Sydney FC 


Danny Vukovic 
Perth Glory 


Nikola 
Petkovic 


Sydney FC 


Joshua Rose 


Mariners 


Anthony Caceres 
Mariners 


Ranko Despotovic 
Sydney FC 


Danny Vukovic (Perth Glory) 

He may have conceded three goals, 
but if it weren’t for Danny Vukovic 
it would have been a cricket score 
at Pirtek Stadium. With the home 
side rampant it took several quality 
saves from the Glory shot-stopper 
to keep them in the contest until 
Mark Bridge scored the Wander- 
ers’ third with twenty minutes on 
the clock. 


Seb Ryall (Sydney FC) 

The right back was one of the main 
beneficiaries of Frank Farina’s 
change to a midfield diamond on 
Sunday, being afforded the free- 
dom of the right flank and being 
given plenty of service from the 
middle by the likes of McFlynn 
and Gligor. His performance was 
capped off by a fine solo effort, 
beating two defenders before curl- 
ing his shot around a third and into 
the bottom corner. 


Zac 
Anderson 
Mariners 


Luke Brattan 


Brisbane-Roar 


Aaron Mooy 
Wanderers 


Nikola Petkovic (Sydney FC) 

The Serbian defender has cement- 
ed himself as an automatic selec- 
tion on the team sheet this season 
and once again turned in a strong 
performance at the back, shutting 
down the rare Victory forays into 
their half as well as keeping the 
game open with some exquisite 
cross-field passes. 


Zac Anderson 

(Central Coast Mariners) 

While Trent Sainsbury has been a 
standout in the heart of defence all 
season for the Mariners, finding a 
strong partner for him has troubled 
both Graham Arnold and Phil Moss. 
However Zac Anderson stepped up 
to the mark in the F3 Derby, for the 
first time this season outclassing 
Sainsbury in defence with his read- 
ing of the game and his ability to 
play out from defence. 


Alessandro Del Piero 


Sydney FC 


Thomas Broich 
Brisbane Roar 


Joshua Rose 

(Central Coast Mariners) 

Rose showed signs that he was back 
to his barnstorming best against the 
Jets, constantly charging up the left 
flank to provide an attacking outlet 
for his midfielders as well as cre- 
ating chances for his strikers from 
his incursions into the opposition 
half. The 32 year-old also gave no 
quarter in defence, working well in 
tandem with Zac Anderson to shore 
up things on the left side. 


Luke Brattan (Brisbane Roar) 

In the absence of his usual part- 
ners McKay and Miller, the bulk of 
playmaking responsibility fell on 
Luke Brattan, but he proved him- 
self more than capable of the task. 
Ably shielding his defence from 
the advancing Phoenix midfield, 
the young midfielder also opened 
up the opposition defence with a 
fine display of passing. A fine per- 


Compiled by 
Nick Amies 


Sydney FC’s Seb Ryall scored a wonder goal against his former club 


formance culminated in the dying 
minutes as the 23-year-old scored 
an incredible winner, smashing a 
half-volley from over 30 metres out 
into the bottom corner. 


Aaron Mooy 

(Western Sydney Wanderers) 
Found wanting in recent weeks as 
his side has struggled for form, the 
former St. Mirren midfielder made 
an impressive return to form and 
was a key component of his side’s 
win over the Glory. Ably assisted 
by Matthew Spiranovic in the mid- 
dle of the park Mooy dictated the 
game, creating a torrent of chances 
for his teammates and scoring him- 
self off a deflected free-kick. 


Anthony Caceres 

(Central Coast Mariners) 

Many would have expected the 
young midfielder to be daunted by 
the thought of replacing his club 


captain in a derby match, but An- 
thony Caceres took the opportunity 
with both hands. He opened the 
scoring with a superb strike at the 
end of a slaloming run from half- 
way past three Jets players, beating 
Mark Birighitti at his near post with 
a vicious drive. Alongside Nick 
Montgomery in holding midfield 
Cacereres showed maturity beyond 
his years and was one of the best 
performers on the field. 


Alessandro Del Piero (Sydney FC) 
Frank Farina finally found the sys- 
tem to get the best out of his mar- 
quee man, with the midfield dia- 
mond yielding two goals and a man 
of the match display from the Ju- 
ventus legend. Given the freedom 
to create without the defensive re- 
sponsibility ADP hit his straps and 
was essentially unplayable at the 
Etihad Stadium. 


and makes this week’s GW team of the Week Photo: ANITA MILAS ™* 


Ranko Despotovic (Sydney FC) 

The striker has been a revelation 
since joining the Sky Blues and he 
enjoyed another productive after- 
noon for Frank Farina’s side, acting 
as a thorn in the side of the Victory 
defence. It was smart runs behind 
the defence that created his side’s 
first two goals, the first a fine strike 
from himself to beat Nathan Coe 
from a narrow angle while the sec- 
ond won a penalty for Del Piero to 
convert. He then assisted the Italian 
again in the second half, heading a 
poor clearance back into his path 
for the fourth goal of the match. 


Thomas Broich (Brisbane Roar) 
Starting on the left and constantly 
drifting inside to rotate with Hen- 
rique, Thomas Broich was the focal 
point of his side’s offensive play, 
with his trickery and deception 
causing a myriad of problems for 
the Wellington defence. 


Photos: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 
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Bolt From Brattan Douses Phoenix Rise 


Brisbane Roar 


WELLINGTON 


Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Devante Clut 50’, 
Luke Brattan 87’) 

Wellington Phoenix 1 (Stein 
Huysegems 35’) 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Chris Beath 

Crowd: 13,889 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 3. 
Shane Stefanutto, 10. Henrique, 13. 
Jade North, 14. Diogo Ferreira, 18. 
Luke Brattan, 19. Jack Hingert (15. 
James Donachie 65’), 22. Thomas 
Broich, 23. Dimitri Petratos, 27. 
Devante Clut (35. Jai Ingham 72’) 


Substitutes Not Used:, 20. Mat- 
thew Acton (Gk), 26. Corey Brown, 
28. Brandon Borrello, 

Yellow Cards:diogo Ferreira 41’, 
Thomas Broich 51’ 

Red Cards:nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Glen Moss 
(Gk), 2. Emmanuel Muscat, 5. 
Michael Boxall, 10. Stein Huyse- 
gems, 11. Jeremy Brockie (24. Roy 
Krishna 68’)E, 12. Tyler Boyd (7. Leo 
Bertos 46’), 13. Albert Reira, 15. Ja- 
son Hicks (3. Reece Caira 78’), 17. 
Vince Lia, 18. Benjamin Sigmund, 
22. Andrew Durante (C) 


Substitutes Not Used: 14. Alex 
Rufer, 20. Lewis Italiano (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Leo Bertos 57’ 
Red Cards:nil 
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NEW SEASONS 


By Jarrod Ellis 


The recent rise of the Wellington 
Phoenix came to a halt in Bris- 
bane as the visitors went down 
2-1 to the Roar, a late Luke Brat- 
tan wonder-strike denying the 
New Zealanders a point. 

A first-half goal from Stein Huyse- 
gems and a second-half reply from 
debutant Devante Clut looked like 
ensuring the spoils were shared but 
a sustained second-half effort from 
Brisbane ultimately resulted in 
Brattan’s 88th minute winner. 

The winner was a clear relief for 
Mike Muley’s men as they have 
had some struggles of late and 
needed a win to avoid a third con- 
secutive home defeat. 

Their opponents had enjoyed a 
confidence boosting 5-0 demoli- 
tion of Melbourne Victory last time 
out and it showed as the Phoenix 
more than held their own in the first 
half. 

Wellington started the stronger 
and in the 11th minute Vince Lia 
went close to opening the scor- 
ing. Having cut across the top of 
the Brisbane area from left to right 
Lia unleashed a low shot that had 
Michael Theo beaten but the ball 
bounced off the far post much to 
the Roar keeper’s relief. 

With Besart Berisha sidelined due 
to suspension Stein Huysegems 
looked the player most likely of 
creating a goal for himself. The 
Belgian almost won free through 
the Brisbane defence in the 20th 
minute, a fake shot and a step-over 
took him past Luke Brattan and 
Diogo Ferreira but Matt Smith was 
alert to the danger and cleared the 
ball. 

Theo was called into action once 
more in the 27th minute, a spin and 
lay-off from Huysegems was met 
by Jason Hicks and his stinging 
shot was only kept out by a strong 
hand from Theo. 

Despite Brisbane having more of 
the ball it was Wellington creating 
the chances. Jeremy Brockie was 
the next to have an effort on Theo’s 
goal, his curling low shot at the 
near post only just kept out by the 
Roar keeper. 


0-1 Phoenix’s Stein Huysegems lurks at the far 
post to put the visitors ahead with a shock lead. 
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Match Stats 


17 Tackles 

17 Total Shots 
473 Total Passes 
56.2% Possession 

5 Corners 

6 Offsides 

15 Fouls committed 
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It was the in-form Belgian striker 
however who broke the deadlock. 
An optimistic run to the far post in 
the 36th minute paid dividends for 
Huysegems as he found himself on 
the end of a Brockie shot cum cross 
which left him with a relatively 
simple tap-in. 

Despite the absence of end product 
in the first forty minutes Brisbane 
were almost level only minutes lat- 
er. A cross from Jack Hingert found 
Henrique completely unmarked 
and barely two meters from goal 
but he was unable to put the ball in 
the net, instead sending it spinning 
wide of the near post. 
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Man of the Match 
Thomas Broich (Roar) 
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Brisbane then hit the bar in the 
45th minute through Thomas Bro- 
ich. The German playmaker danced 
through two Phoenix challenges on 
the left before unleashing a rocket 
of a shot from outside the box that 
ricocheted off the bar. 

Devante Clut on debut at age eigh- 
teen was not the man any would 
have looked to bring Brisbane back 
into the match but it was the young- 
ster who got the equaliser six min- 
utes into the second half. A cross 
from Broich in to Henrique was 
improbably headed down by the 
diminutive Brazilian to the feet of 
Clut and he showed no hesitation, 
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unleashing a dipping shot that left 
Glen Moss helpless. 
The Roar little resembled the side 
from the first forty-five as they 
pushed for a second goal. Ferreira 
went close with an ambitious shot 
from the right of the box, Dimitri 
Petratos had a goal ruled out for 
offside, James Donachie just barely 
missed connecting with a corner 
and an Henrique overhead kick was 
deflected onto the cross-bar. 
Ultimately the winning goal ar- 
rived via a Luke Brattan wonder- 
strike. The Phoenix had cleared 
a dangerous cross from inside the 
area but the ball landed perfectly 


ba | 
A 
Sockedens: ue. = 


\ P nix keeper Glen Moss is at full 
| stretch with his goal under siege. 


A 


ONCE YOU ENROL. OFFER ENDS JAN 315" 2014 
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wy S& GET OUTDOORS, BE ACTIVE & BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 
iw GRASSHOPPER SOCCER NOW FRANCHISING! 


Cost of the free come & try class will be included in enrolment fee if the child decides fo continue on. Offer only applies if the child doesn't return bock to Grasshopper Soccer for that term. 
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CUT THIS ADVERT OUT AND RECEIVE 


2-1 Roar’s Luke Brattan 
brings the house down 
with a sweet strike to 
save the day. 


for Brattan to steam on to and re- 
lease a low swerving strike from 
close to twenty-five metres that left 
the ball nestled in the bottom right 
hand corner of the net. 

After the match Brattan was 
pleased with the goal and the result, 
“T concentrated on hitting it cleanly 
and not hitting it too hard,” Brat- 
tan said. 

“We stuck to our structure and 
kept playing in the second half. 
We are very fit and we know we 
can overcome teams in the last 15 
minutes.” 
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FRIDAY 31ST JANUARY 2014 


Reds Break Brave Heart 


Melbourne Heart 


MELBOURNE 
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Match Details 


Adelaide United 2 

(Djite 22, Griffiths 90) 

Melbourne Heart 2 

(Kewell 61p, Kisnorbo 79) 

Crowd: 11,100 @ Coopers Stadium 


Adelaide United: 1.Eugene Galek- 
ovic, 4.Jonathon Mckain, 21.Tarek 
Elrich, 3.Nigel Boogaard, 5.0sama 
Malik, 8.lsaias, 10.Marcelo Car- 
rusca, 14.Cameron Watson (22. 
Fabio Farreira), 11.Bruce Djite, 
17.Awer Mabil (13.Steven Lustica), 
7.Jeronimo Neumann (31.Ryan 
Griffiths). 


Yellow Cards: Mckain, Elrich.’ 
Red cards: None 


Melbourne Heart: 1.Andrew 
Redmayne, 3.Rob Wielaert, 

16.Aziz behic, 24.Patrick Kisnorbo, 
17.jason Hoffman, 10.Harry Kewell, 
8.Massinmo Murdocca, 7.lain 
Ramsey, 23.Mate Dugandzic (21. 
Stefan Mauk), 4.0rlando Engelaar 
(13.Jonaton Germano), 11.Michael 
Mifsud (22.Nick Kalmar). 


Yellow Cards: Wielaert, Behic, 
Murdocca, Germano. 


Red Cards: None 


www.goalweekly.com 


Ryan Griffiths scored in stoppage 
time to rescue a point against a 
resurgent Melbourne Heart side 
in a thrilling showdown at Coo- 
pers Stadium on Saturday tea 
time. The draw keeps the Red’s 
unbeaten run to seven while the 
Heart was well worth a point on 
the day. 

Bruce Djite fired the Reds into 
the lead early on, only to be denied 
by a Kewell second half penalty. 
The visitors then went ahead with 
just ten minutes remaining with 
a Kisnorbo header, but substitute 
Griffiths broke Hearts and headed 
home at the death. 

It was almost imperative for Ad- 
elaide’s chances of a finals finish 
to take all three points, even more 
so considering they faced a Heart 
side with just one win all season. 
However the win came last week 
against an inform Jet’s side, so 
veteran Kewell brought his men 
to Adelaide with some new found 
confidence. 

Adelaide came into the game sky 
high. Goals flowing and confidence 
growing. 

However the game started in 
rather lethargic fashion. Both sides 
began the tie cancelling each other 
out and Adelaide was struggling to 
find their usual possession game. 
Patience is a virtue though in the 
world of Gombau, and twenty two 
minutes in their persistence paid 
off. 

Jeronimo, who just loves playing 
at home, found youngster Mabil 
with a quite perfect cross. The 
Sudanese-Aussie’s header was 
cancelled out with a quality save 
from Redmayne, but Djite was on 
hand once again to clean up the 
mess and send Coopers Stadium 
into celebration. 

Ian Ramsay, who was making his 
first appearance back at the place he 
called home last season, was inches 
away from silencing the harsh boo- 
crew just minutes after the goal, 
turning and sending the ball just 
wide of Galekovics’ upright. 

It seemed to give Heart the belief 
they showed the week before and 
were unlucky again as Wielart’s 
header from a free kick trickled 
past the post. 


: 


witeo F- 


Match 


10 Tackles 13 
9 Total Shots 11 
388 Total Passes 266 
57.9% Possession 42.1% 
5 Corners 9 
0 Offsides 5 


| 24 Fouls committed 20 


The mediocre first half contin- 
ued in the second producing very 
little and became cagey. The game 
wasn’t panning out as Adelaide 
United had hoped. To get all three 
points today all of a sudden be- 
came a harder challenge than some 
thought, and it was about to unfold 
was even more unexpected. 

In arare Heart attack, Nigel Boog- 
ard loses his footing and hauls down 
Heart’s Dugandzic in the box. Up 
stepped Harry Kewell and showed 
his experience, blocking out the 
boos and calmly placing the ball 
into the corner to give his fighting 
side the equaliser. They celebrated 
as if they’d won the game, little 
knowing that it was about to get 
even better for them. 

The equalizer though sparked 
some much needed activity on 


ail 


Harry Kewell scores from the spot 
to pull Melbourne Heart level. 


ere 


And Extend 


the Adelaide bench. First, young 
Mabil, who struggled to produce 
his normal excellent touch, was re- 
placed by new boy Ryan Griffiths. 
Ferreira replaced Jeronimo minutes 
later to a resounding welcome as 
the Portuguese made his comeback 
from injury. 


The double changed added a new 
dimension to the Reds and almost 
paid dividends immediately after 
Currusca headed close from a Fer- 
reira cross. 

Scuffles emerged shortly after- 
wards as Adelaide thought Heart 
where going to give the ball back 
after an injury stopped play. The 
away side counter attacked and 
McKain showed his frustration 
and lashes out at one or two of the 
Heart players, and was lucky only 
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Run To Seven 


Seeeees home the rebound and give the ¢ 
Reds a 1-0 lead. 


to receive a yellow. 

With eleven minutes on the clock, 
Heart took the lead. Ex-Red Ram- 
say whipped in a solid free kick 
which Kisnorbo delightfully nod- 
ded into the corner with a deathly 
touch and gave Heart the opportu- 
nity to hold on for one of the big- 
gest upsets of the season so far. 

They held on for a brave ten min- 
utes, but just fell short of the dis- 
tance. Griffiths nods home from 
a corner to send the Red Army 
into jubilation, and give Adelaide 
United a point which extends their 
unbeaten run. For the second time 
in three rounds, Adelaide United 
scores a pivotal goal in stoppage 
time that could prove invaluable 
come the end of the season. 

Goal Weekly! asked Gombau after 
the game about his side’s recent 


pattern of late goals, but the Span- 
iard was quick to ease the correla- 
tion. 

“For me, it doesn’t matter when in 
the game you score. You can score 
early, in the middle or at the end. 
Goals win you football matches 
at any time. Of course I am very 
happy we score again late in the 
game but I would prefer that we 
win the game with chances we cre- 
ate earlier.” 

“We drop two points today be- 
cause we play at home and we need 
to win our home games.” 

Adelaide travel to Wellington next 
weekend to face the Phoenix for 
the first time this season. 


Currusca pro- 
duced the goods yet again and kept 
things ticking along nicely in mid- 
field. 


Ryan Griffiths heads home with 


, minutes to spare and rescues a 


point for the home side. 
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Mariners Down Jets in Demolition Derby 


Central Coast 


Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners FC 3 
(Caceres 13’, Mcbreen 32’, Simon 
45+2’) 

Newcastle Jets FC 0 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 
Referee: Jarred Gillett 

Attendance: 10,920 


Central Coast Mariners FC: 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 2. Daniel Mcbreen, 
3. Joshua Rose, 5. Zachary Ander- 
son, 8. Nick Montgomery (C) (7. 
John Hutchinson (C) 61’), 11. Nick 
Fitzgerald, 15. Storm Roux, 16. Trent 
Sainsbury, 17. Anthony Caceres, 19. 
Matt Simon (9. Mitchell Duke 72’), 
21. Mile Sterjovski (20. Bernie Ibini 
61’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. JustiN 
Pasfield (Gk), 6. Brent Griffiths 
Yellow Cards: Ibini 

Red Cards: Nil 


Newcastle Jets FC: 1. Mark 
Birighitti (Gk), 3. Taylor Regan, 4. 
Kew Jaliens, 6. Zenon Caravella, 8. 
Ruben Zadkovich (C), 9. Emile Hes- 

ey, 11. Craig Goodwin, 15. Joshua 
Brillante (7. Andrew Hoole 46’), 16. 
Jacob Pepper, 21. Sam Gallaway 
(19. Michael Bridges 77’), 22. Adam 
Taggart (27. Nick Ward 67’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 14. Josh 
Mitchell, 20. Ben Kennedy (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Regan, Jaliens, Hoole, 
Heskey 

Red Cards: Nil 
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I got two things right in my pre- 
view to this game. One was that 
the slick, possession-based game 
that typified the Mariners under 
Arnie and slowly regathering mo- 
mentum under Mossy (despite the 
constant loss of players) would 
start paying dividends as soon as 
they got their shooting boots on. 

Enter Anthony Caceres, whose 
effortless looking shot screamed 
past Mark Birighitti on the quarter 
hour to give the Mariners an early 
lead. Caceres is yet another off the 
Mariners youth academy conveyor 
belt. Big claims have been made 
about the 18 year old’s future and 
in recent weeks we’ve started to 
see why. Captain John Hutchinson 
was forced to return from suspen- 
sion off the bench due to Caceres’ 
performance the previous week and 
Caceres’ first half against the Jets 
would have made Hutcho nervous 
about the future. 

Indeed it was Caceres’ coolness 
under pressure that provided the as- 
sist for McBreen’s goal in the 32nd 
minute — although McBreen still 
had plenty to do. His curling chip 
from outside the box gave Birighitti 
no chance. 

For all that though, the Jets had 
been very much in the match. My 
other correct prognostication was 
to query why we had seen so little 
of Zenon Caravella this season. 
He got little game time under Gary 
Van Egmond, but started this match 
and immediately showed his qual- 
ity — buzzing about the front of the 
defence and pulling strings to set up 
the Jets’ attack. When he was in the 
game the Jets were in control — he 
just needs to get a little fitter and 
add a long pass to his game to be the 
complete number six. 

Indeed, it was during a period 
of Jets dominance that the score 
should been 2 — 1. Emile Heskey 


missed one of the easiest chances of 


his long and celebrated career when 
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Tackles 
12 Total Shots 
454 Total Passes 
51% Possession 
3 Corners 
2 Offsides 
15 Fouls committed 


Man of the Match 
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Adam Taggart slid a perfect pass to 
him six metres out, which he some- 
how managed to hoof into the brass 
section. 

Predictably, the Mariners went 
straight up the other end, won a 
corner, and Matt Simon climbing 


high at the near post scored one of 


the best goals of his Mariners’ ca- 
reer. Welcome to coaching Clayton 
Zane! 

Simon had a fabulous game. When 
he was signed, I think most expected 
him to be newly capped Socceroo 
Mitch Duke’s understudy — but 
these days it’s Duke struggling for 


1-0 The Mariners celebrate Andrew Caceres’ cracker. 
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game time while Simon improves 
every week and is now looking 
again like the player who was such a 
crowd favourite before taking off to 
South Korea. In particular he seems 
to have improved his aerial ability 
and I wouldn’t be surprised to see 
him get a few more with his head 
before the season is over. 

The half time score remained the fi- 


nal score. The Jets had a lot more of 


the ball in the second half (with Car- 
avella getting most of the touches) 
but the Mariners had an unassailable 
lead and were content to sit back and 
let the Jets come at them. 
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2-0 Jets keeper Mark Birighitti 
is left stranded as Daniel 


McBreen’s splendid efffort 
curles into the top corner. 


Nick Fitzgerald had a good game, 
as did Caceres and Zac Anderson, 


and Bernie Ibini had a great half 


hour cameo, showing some excel- 
lent turns. The partnership of An- 
derson and Trent Sainsbury, with 
Liam Reddy in career best form be- 
hind them, would have to be close 
to the league’s tightest defence. The 
superb Sainsbury made two unchar- 
acteristic mistakes on the weekend 
— passing straight to the enemy in 
the Mariners’ third — but still had 
enough pace and desperation to re- 
cover in both situations. It must be 
very comforting to know that no 


* 
fausid 


fasterFood 


matter how badly you (or a team 
mate) screw up you have the pace 
to redeem yourself. It is something 
Ange Postecoglou ought to be look- 
ing at very closely because speed at 
the back will be priceless in Brazil. 

Meanwhile, the Mariners are back 
baby. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available in 
all good book stores. www.adrian- 
deans.com 


Daniel McBreen bowls 
over the Jets ina F3 
Derby whitewash. 
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Wanderers Return To Winn 


© 3 


Perth Glory 


Match Details 


Western Sydney Wanderers 3 
(Brendan Santalab 28’, Aaron Mooy 
34’, Mark Bridge 71’) 

Perth Glory 1 (Shane Smeltz 56’) 
At Pirtek Stadium, Parramatta 
Referee: Strebre Delovski 

Crowd: 14,111 


Wanderers: 1.Ante Covic, 
2.Shannon Cole, 4.Nikolai Topor- 
Stanley, 5.Michael Beauchamp, 
22.Dean Heffernan (12.Tahj Min- 
niecon), 17.Yousouf Hersi (7.Labinot 
Haliti), 13.Matthew Spiranovic, 
10.Aaron Mooy, 21.Shinji Ono, 
19.Mark Bridge, 11.Brendon Santa- 
lab (32.Daniel Alessi). 


Yellow cards: Cole 
Red Cards: None 


Perth Glory: 1.Danny Vukovic, 
22.Michael Thwaite, 19.Joshua Ris- 
don, 25.Riley Woodcock, 36.William 
Gallas (2.Jack Clisby), 6.Cameron 
Edwards (8.Marinkovic), 7.Jacob 
Burns, 17.Chris Harold, 14.Steven 
McGarry, 16.Sidnei, 9.Shane Smeltz 
(10.Jamie Mclaren). 


Yellow cards: Risdon, Sidnei, 
Smeltz 
Red cards: None 


Western Sydney Wanderers were 
thrilled to get another win, mak- 
ing it two from their last five fix- 
tures, against Perth Glory, beat- 
ing their hosts 3-1 in dominating 
fashion at Parramatta stadium to 
14,111 cheering fans. 

The first quarter was a sign of what 
was to come for the Wanderers dis- 
playing how threatening they can 
actually be in attack. 

The 21st minute was the closest 
they came, with the quick feet of 
Hersi getting around one defender 
to bring himself into the penalty 
area and take a clean strike with his 
left foot. Danny Vukovic though 
was there to react even quicker 
sticking his left foot out to block 
the shot, putting the ball out for a 
corner kick. 

Then came a piece of attacking 
brilliance in the 28th minute. Mak- 
ing it look easier than ever, Mark 
bridge delivering a perfect low 
cross to Santalab who only had to 
tap it in and even if he had missed 
it, Hersi was right beside him to en- 
sure the ball went in. 

Only six minutes later in the 34th 
minute Aaron Mooy decided to 
take the free kick on target, which 
thanks to a deflection saw his shot 
hit the back of the net. The mid- 
fielders impressive thirty five metre 
goal sent the crowd into a frenzy 
and the Golry into a worry. 

Just before the end of the first half, 
it should have been 3-0, but Vuk- 
ovic who was busier than usual in 
front of goals stopped Santalabs 
shot with outstretched arms, giving 
Glory some sighs of relief. 


1-2 Shane Smeltz is on target 
and pulls one back for the Glory. 


w4 
18 Tackles 23 
21 Total Shots 10 
434 Total Passes 380 
53.5% Possession 46.5% 
9 Corners 2 
2 Offsides 4 
17.‘ Fouls committed 17 
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; Man of the Match 
Yousouf Hersi (Wanderers) 


In the third quarter a glimmer 
of hope came for Perth as a well 
timed pass saw Shane Smeltz, the 
Leagues all time top scorer, tap it 
high into the goal in the 56th min- 
ute. 

The signs of hope looked short 
lived though as Western Sydney 
came back fighting stronger look- 
ing discontent with a one goal ad- 
vantage, hoping to increase ether 
lead. 

In the 64th minute Vukovic just 


pushed the ball off the goal line as 
it looked to be an almost own goal 
off Gallas. 

As the Wanderers looked stron- 
ger in attack Shannon Cole was 
brought down in the penalty area 
in the 70th minute, giving the hosts 
a chance from the spot to put the 
game beyond doubt. 

It was Mark Bridge who stepped 
up confidently and placed the ball 
into the right hand side. Although 
the keeper just got a glove to it, it 
was not enough. 


2-0 Tom Juric co 


tulates Aaron 


Mooy on his well taken goal. 


Surprisingly there were only four 
yellow cards shown in this match 
as these two teams have previously 
been known for getting a little heat- 
ed during there encounters. 

This puts Wanderers back into sec- 
ond spot for the time being, until 
the Mariners have their 17th game, 
which could see them lead by one 
point. It leaves them further on top 
from fourth placed Victory who 
went down in a shocking 5-0 defeat 
to the sky blues, Sydney FC, now 
on 23 points. 


3-1 Mark Bridge makes no mistake from the 
penalty spot to restore parity. 


This was definitely a game to si- 
lence the critics as social media 
was quick to start writing articles 
claiming that the Wanderers were 
just a one season wonder. 

There will be much to look forward 
to in round 17 as the Wanderers 
travel to Newcastle this Saturday 
night 


1-0 Brendan Santalab gets 
on the scresheet and the 
=~ Wanderers are in control. 
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Sky Blues Flog Victory In Big Blue Massacre 


Melbourne Victory 


Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 0 

Sydney FC 5 (Despotovic 11’, Del 
Piero 20’ (p), 54’, Ryall 24’, Carle 
87’) 

24,354@Etihad Stadium 


Melbourne Victory: 1.Nathan 

Coe, 4.Nicholas Ansell, 24.Scott 
Galloway, 31.Dylan Murnane, 
23.Adrian Leijer (25.Jason Geria), 
9.Kostas Barbarouses, 13.Andrew 
Nabbout (21.Tom Rogic), 10.Archie 
Thompson, 6.leigh Broxham, 
16.rashid, Mahazi, 14.James Troisi 
(7.Gui Finkler). 


Yellow cards: Leijer. 
Red cards: None 


Sydney FC: 20.Vedran Janjetovic, 
6.Nikola Petkovic, 5.Matthew 
Jurman, 22.Ali Abbas, 2.Sebastian 
Ryall (19.Nick Carle), 21.Milos 
Dimitrijevic, 24.Hagi Gilgor (25. 
Daniel Petkovski), 15.Terry McFlynn 
(28.Matt Thompson), 10.Alessandro 
Del Piero, 4.Ranko Despotovic, 
9.Corey Gameiro. 


Yellow cards: Ryall 


Red cards: None 
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JHERE HEROES ARE BORN (1) CHAMPIONS ARE MADE 


CHAMPIONS 


By Anderw Bishara 


Sydney FC put on an emphatic 
display to destroy the Melbourne 
Victory 5-0 at Etihad Stadium 
on the traditional Australia Day 
clash. 

The game was effectively over 
after 25 minutes, when goals by 
Ranko Despotovic, Alessandro Del 
Piero and former Victory player 
Sebastian Ryall, put the visitors 
3-0 up. 

Del Piero grabbed his second, 
before Nick Carle rounded out 
proceedings in the second half, as 
Victory lost 5-0 for the second con- 
secutive week, after it lost to the 
Wellington Phoenix. 

Frank Farina’s side had not won 
in five games, but completely out- 
classed a disogranised and insipid 
Victory, to find itself back in finals 
contention, jumping to fifth on the 
table. 

As for Kevin Musat and his men, 
they remain fourth, but have played 
a game more. 

The Victory was coming into the 
game off the back of great news, 
with Socceroo hopeful Tomi Rogic 
joining the club on loan from Celtic 
and the signing of Brisbane hitman 
Besart Berisha, who will join up 
next season. 

Sydney, on the other hand, were 
facing reports of Del Piero leaving 
the club, as well as increasing ru- 
mours regarding Farina’s position 
being in jeopardy. 

The Sky Blues got off to the per- 
fect start when Terry McFlynn’s 
long ball picked out Despotovic, 
who after outmuscling Nick Ansell 
coolly dispatched the goal. 

The visitors had their second ten 
minutes later, when Victory de- 
fender Adrian Leijer clumsily 
pulled down Despotovic in the pen- 
alty box, giving away a needless 
penalty. 

Del Piero stepped up to the plate to 
blast it past Victory ‘keeper Nathan 
Coe. 

Five minutes later, Ryall got into 
the act, when the defender collected 
the ball near the halfway line and 
easily breezed passed the Victory 
defence to toe-poke in the third. 

At half time, Muscat brought on 
Rogic in the hope of saving the 


game, but Coe cruelly dashed any 
hopes after a calamitous stuff up. 
The ‘keeper’s pass came right to 
the path of Despotovic, who head- 
ed it right back to the unmarked 
Del Piero, who needed no invita- 
tion to make it 4-0. 

Substitute Nick Carle got in on the 
act, when he collected the ball off 
Leigh Broxham and danced into an 
empty Victory box to smack in a 
fifth. 

The Sky Blues will be hoping 
for another win over a Melbourne 
team when it faces the Heart on 


12 Tackles 17 
13 Total Shots 20 
405  TotalPasses 481 
47.7% Possession 52.3% 
4 Corners 7 
5 Offsides 1 
15  Foulscommitted 15 


Man of the Match 
Ranko Despotovic (Sydney FC) 


0-3 Seb Ryall dances 
> his way through the 
Victory defence to score. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


MVFC vs Winner of Playoff 2.2 
KARDINIA PARK, GEELONG 
Kick-off 7.45pm 


(OPAL SPONSORS 
AFC com cu kent ES 


| Sever News 7 Seven News 7 Seven News 7 Seven News 7 _ Seven News ? Milles 


0-2 Alessandro Del Piero sends Nathan Coe the wrong way from 
the penalty spot in front of a huge Australia Day crowd at Etihad. 


0-1 Sydney FC celebrate Ranko Dispotovic’s 
Opening goal in the Australia Day demolition. 


a 


L- 


Rcory Match Stats (Spy ; 


MELBOURNE | 


www.goalweekly.com 


All times are AEDT 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Pro 


1. Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
3. Robbie WIELAERT 

4. Orlando ENGELAAR 

6. Patrick GERHARDT 

7. lain RAMSAY 

8. Massimo MURDOCCA 
10. Harry KEWELL (C) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 

13. Jonatan GERMANO 
15. David WILLIAMS 

16. Aziz BEHICH 

17. Jason HOFFMAN 

19. Benjamin GARUCCIO 
20. Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
21. Stefan MAUK 

22. Nick KALMAR 

23. Mate DUGANDZIC 
24. Patrick KISNORBO 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 6. Patrick GERHARDT (returns 
from injury), 15. David WILLIAMS 
(returns from injury), 

Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Nil 


Rejuvenated 
Heart face 
stern Sky Blues 


Sydney FC travel to Melbourne 
to face a rejuvenated Heart side, 
with both sides showing massive 
upturns in form. Frank Farina’s 
side are coming off a 5-0 thump- 
ing of Melbourne Victory, com- 
pounding their rivals problems 
after Wellington beat them by 
the same margin a week earlier. 

It was a result that the Heart faith- 
ful may have enjoyed as much as 
their own recent good form. All the 
doom and gloom that surrounded 
John v’ant Schip’s side has dimin- 
ished since the sacking of John 
Aloisi on the 28th of December. His 
side we’re unlucky to claim maxi- 
mum points in last weeks’ thrilling 
2-2 draw away to Adelaide United. 
It was a game in which they fought 
back from a goal down to go ahead, 
before Adelaide equalised with 
only minutes to play. 

Though the result might be slight- 
ly disappointing given the timing 
of the equalising goal, nothing 
could dampen the week that Mel- 
bourne Heart had. After notching 
their first win of the campaign at 
home to Newcastle Jets, the an- 
nouncement was made in regards 
to Manchester City’s 80% stake in 
the club. The uncertainty about the 


long-term future of the club is gone 
for the foreseeable future. Now, the 
prospect of being a financial super- 
power begins to grip the imagina- 
tion of supporters and club ad- 
ministrators alike. Before they can 
plan for their long-term future, the 
short-term ambition is to defeat an 
in-form Sydney FC side. The sign- 
ing of Milos Dimitrijevic has given 
the Sky Blues added energy and 
guile in midfield. His introduction 
has meant the pressure on Ales- 
sandro Del Piero to drop deeper 
has waned, improving the Italian’s 
overall output significantly. While 
they were the beneficiaries of some 
suicidal defending, they were utter- 


Fri Jan 31 AAMI Park 7:30 PM 


ly ruthless - handing their rivals the 
biggest home defeat in the compe- 
tition’s history. 
Sydney trail the Victory by a soli- 
tary point in fifth place and with re- 
newed belief they can challenge for 
major honours. The competition 
for starting places is much higher 
than has been recently seen, giv- 
ing their manager a few welcomed 
selection headaches as the match 
approaches. If his side can limit the 
supply line of the effective counter- 
attacking Heart, their chances of 
claiming maximum points are very 
good. 

It is unlikely that Farina will 
make any changes to the side that 


FRIDAY Stol JANUARY 2014 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 10 
Heart 3 
Jets 5 

Drawn 2 


Referee: Jarred Gillett 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Radio Coverage 
Full coverage Online/Mobile phone 
app. SBS Radio 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#MHTvSYD 


was so impressive in Melbourne 
last week, having secured the re- 
sult within 25 minutes. The same 
applies to v’ant Schip, who will be 
pleased at his sides fight and will- 
ingness to change things when they 
fall behind. 

Orlando Engelaar is showing the 
quality expected of a marquee mid- 
fielder, while Heart’s forward play 
continues to improve. What the 
Heart desperately need, however, 
is a consistent effort and perfor- 
mance level over 90 minutes to 
beat Sydney. 

As both sides look to sit deep and 
play balls in over the opposition 
defence, these sides may cancel 
each other out to an extent. A tense 
and entertaining contest ensues. 


10 


ed 


SYDNEY 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 
2.Seb RYALL 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
11. Richard GARCIA 
19.Nick CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
21. Milos DIMITRIJEVIC 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24. Hagi GLIGOR 

25. Daniel PETKOVSKI 
28.Matt THOMPSON 

29. Alec UROSEVSKI 

35. Dylan CATON 

*“One to be omitted** 


Ins: 11. Richard GARCIA (return 
from injury), 35. Dylan CATON 
(promoted), 


Outs: 15.Terry MCFLYNN (quad 
injury), 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT (knee 

— season), Peter TRIANTIS (groin 

- indefinite), Pedj BOJIC (back — 2 
weeks) Terry MCFLYNN (quad 

— 2-3 weeks), Joel CHIANESE (ham- 
string - 1 week) 


PERTH 


Glory Line Up 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (GK) 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 

4. Ryan EDWARDS 
6.Cameron EDWARDS 
7. Jacob BURNS 

8. Nebojsa MARINKOVIC 
9. Shane SMELTZ 

10. Jamie MACLAREN 
11. Adrian ZAHRA 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17. Chris HAROLD 

18. Jack DUNCAN 

19. Josh RISDON 

20. Danny DE SILVA 
23.Michael THWAITE 
25. Riley WOODCOCK 
36. William GALLAS 
**Two to be omitted ** 


Ins: 3.Brandon O’NEILL, 4. Ryan 
EDWARDS, 11. Adrian ZAHRA 
Outs: 2.Jack CLISBY, 24.Matthew 
DAVIES, 15. Isaka CERNAK 


Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 
- indefinite), Scott JAMIESON 
(Achilles - indefinite) 


Glory ready 
for Victory 


test 


Perth Glory were beaten for 
the first time in four games last 
weekend, and defender Michael 
Thwaite knows Friday’s oppo- 
nents Melbourne Victory will be 
fired up after conceding ten goals 
in their last two games, as the 
pair meet in week 17 of the Hyun- 
dai A-League at the nib Stadium 
(6.45pm WA time). 

The former Victory and Socceroo 
is determined to put one over his 
former club, but knows it will be 
a stern test for his young side. “I 
played for the Victory and I do 
have a soft spot for them, because 
that was my first A-League club,” 
Thwaite said. “’They obviously 
wouldn’t be happy with their de- 
fence at the moment, but they’re 
always a very dangerous attacking 
team. “I’m sure ‘Musky’ (Muscat) 
will make some changes, knowing 
him. Their pride will be hurt, but 
we can only worry about ourselves. 
We know that around the corner 
there is going to be a reaction - a 
big reaction - from them after cop- 
ping 10 goals in two games,” 

In team news for the home side 
marquee defender William Gallas 
looks set for a full game after fully 
recovering from a calf injury. Coach 


Kenny Lowe has a few selection 
headaches going into the game 
with new signings Royston Grif- 
fiths, Serbian midfielder NebojSa 
Marinkovic, and Lithuanian striker 
Darvydas Sernas all in contention 
for a spot in the squad, while Ryan 
Edwards, Isaka Cernak and Adrian 
Zahra will also be available for se- 
lection. Perth sits in seventh spot, 
three points behind Victory and 
with a superior goal difference, so 
a win on Friday would see them 
leapfrog their opponents. 

That’s not in the mind set of Vic- 
tory coach Kevin Muscat at the 
moment, as the former Wolves, 
Millwall and Rangers defender 
has been put under media pressure 


for the first time in his short senior 
Coaching role. 

In his own robust way he said no 
one would be spared in the search 
for answers after two humiliating 
defeats and he promised a bruis- 
ing week on the training track as he 
sought to discover which players 
“actually wanted to play” for the 
club. “To say it’s unacceptable is 
an understatement,” he said. “Last 
week was bordering on embar- 
rassing in front of our own fans ... 
we’ve got to get back to training 
track and find out who really wants 
to play and represent this football 
club. It’s a proud club and every- 
one involved has to have a good 
look themselves.” 


Fri Jan 31 NIB stadium 9:45 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 26 
Glory 5 
Roar 16 
Drawn 5 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Radio Coverage 
Full coverage Online/Mobile phone 
app .Second Half coverage 720 ABC 
Perth, ABC Local Radio WA, 774 ABC 
Melbourne, ABC Local Radio Vic, 

936 ABC Hobart and ABC Northern 
Tasmania, Grandstand Digital. Sport 
FM) Perth. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#PERVMVC 


The Victory doesn’t travel well 
to WA and have recorded just two 
wins in their last 10 visits, but one 
of them was last season. Scott Ja- 
mieson own goal gave them a 1-0 
win in round 17. 

Tom Rogic will be looking for 
starting role after coming off the 
bench last week, while Connor Pain 
Jason Geria, and James Jeggo will 
also be putting their hands up. The 
fans will be looking for a response 
from the team, and they will need 
a performance like they served up 
against The Wanderers three weeks 
ago if they are to put the last fort- 
night behind them. 


Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (gk) 
2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 
4.Nick ANSELL 

6.Leigh BROXHAM 
7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
11.Connor PAIN 
13.Andrew NABBOUT 
14. James TROIS! 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
17.James JEGGO 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (gk) 
21.Tom ROGIC 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
24.Scott GALLOWAY 
25.Jason GERIA, 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 2.Pablo CONTRERAS (returns 
from injury), 3.Adama TRAORE 
(returns from suspension) 
17.James JEGGO (promoted), 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS (pro- 
moted). 


Outs: 23.Adrian LEIJER (sus- 
pension, 1 week), 31.Dylan 
MURNANE 


Unavailable: 5.Mark MILLIGAN 
(knee, 2-4 weeks) 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 
Welsh does for Edinburgh's council estates. 

Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 

heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to 

American Psycho. 

Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl 


Green Gully Soccer Club 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 
compelling. With a super original premise 

and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 

Tony Wilson, Making News 


SOCCER CLUB 


VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 


MT W 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 

Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


ADRIAN DEANS 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 
Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


GUAL! WEERLY FRIDAY Sto! JANUARY 2014 
11. A-League | Round 17 


Wellington Phoenix v Adelaide United | Sat Feb 1 Eden Park, Auckland 5:30 


( ry 


STII 


1.Glen MOSS (Gk) 
2.Manny MUSCAT 
3.Reece CAIRA 
5.Michael BOXALL 
7.Leo BERTOS 

9.Kenny CUNNINGHAM 
10.Stein HUYSEGEMS 
11.Jeremy BROCKIE 
12. Tyler BOYD 
13.Albert RIERA 
15.Jason HICKS 
17.Vince LIA 

18.Ben SIGMUND 
20.Lewis ITALIANO (GK) 
21.Carlos HERNANDEZ 
22.Andrew DURANTE (c) 
23.Matthew RIDENTON 
24.Roy KRISHNA. 
*Two to be omitted** 


In: 9. Kenny Cunningham (returns 
from international duty), 21. 
Carlos Hernandez (returns from 
international duty), 23. Matthew 
Ridenton (returns from injury). 


Out: 14. Alex Rufer (omitted). 
Unavailable: 8. Paul Ifill (ruptured 


Achilles, season), 16. Louis Fen- 
ton (shoulder injury, season). 


Phoenix on 
Red Alert 


In a peculiarity of the A-League 
season so far, Wellington Phoenix 
have yet to face Adelaide United 
after 16 rounds. 

All that changes on Saturday when 
the two sides return to Eden Park 
in Auckland for the Phoenix’s third 
attempt at taking home games on 
the road this season. 

Disappointing crowds in Napier 
and Christchurch have meant that 
the club’s owners will be putting 
that policy under serious scrutiny 
if Aucklanders fail to turn out in 
droves on Sunday. 

Admittedly though, the Phoenix 
which travelled to Hawke’s Bay 
and Canterbury were an altogether 
different prospect to that which 
will line-up against the Reds this 
weekend. 
The side is largely the same, but 
there’s certainly a different air 
around Wellington in the New 
Year, one that — if you didn’t know 
any better — might be mistaken for 
optimism. 
The memories of a ten-game win- 
less start to the season have all but 
vanished and even Friday night’s 
heartbreaking 2-1 loss against the 
Brisbane Roar hasn’t dampened 
the spirit around Ernie Merrick’s 
camp. 

While the Scot has done impres- 
sively during a testing period in 
which he played each of the top 
four in consecutive weeks, he will 


know that his side’s playoff ambi- 
tions will ultimately rest on wheth- 
er he can record victories against 
his rivals in the mid-table logjam. 
The likes of Newcastle Jets, Perth 
Glory, Sydney FC, and this week- 
end’s opponents are teams which 
his Phoenix must soon start putting 
away if they are to continue their 
revival and push toward a finals 
berth. 

Adelaide United boss Josep Gom- 
bau has overseen a bit of a coach- 
ing revolution in South Austra- 
lia. He came in and brought his 
own attractive, possession-based 
philosophy, one that he stuck to 
amidst no shortage of criticism. 
He and Merrick are not disimilar in 
this regard. 

Tensions notably boiled over in 
Gombau’s much-documented clash 


with a journalist late last year, but 
he has since seen his side put to- 
gether a league-best seven game 
unbeaten run. 

The vindication of that streak is 
not unlike the release of pressure 
than came with Wellington’s break- 
through 5-0 win against Melbourne 
Victory a fortnight ago. 

But despite not stumbling since 
early December, only one point 
separates Adelaide from falling 
outside the playoff spots altogether. 
They are separated by a resurgent 
Phoenix by just four points — only 
further stressing the value of a vic- 
tory at Eden Park. 

That task becomes more difficult 
with the knowledge that Merrick 
will welcome back his Costa Ri- 
can pair — Carlos Hernandez and 
Kenny Cunningham — from inter- 


ye 


Phoenix 2.30 Payed 19 
Draw 3.50 Phoenix 2 
Adelaide 3.30 Victory 11 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Peter Green 


Radio Broadcast: 891 ABC Adelaide, 
ABC Local Radio SA, Grandstand 
Digital Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WELVADL 


Kiss of Death 


Phoenix 3-1 Adelaide 


national duty. 

The two will likely slot straight 
back into midfield to supply Bel- 
gian striker Stein Huysegems, 
whose goal against the Roar 
last week lifted him atop the A- 
League’s golden boot standings. 

Gombau will know, as will the rest 
of the league, that controlling this 
trio could be the key to success on 
Saturday. 

He will have in his ranks two 
weapons with which Phoenix fans 
are very familiar — Marcelo Car- 
rusca has scored three goals in 
his last two matches against Wel- 
lington and the Yellow Fever will 
likely give a raucous reception to 
striker Jeronimo Neumann, who 
has not yet been forgiven for a div- 
ing incident in 2012. 

It adds spice to what should be an 
entertaining match-up between two 
of the A-League’s rapidly improv- 
ing sides. 


All times are AEDT 


Adelaide Utd Line Up 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) (c) 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 
4.Jon McKAIN 

5. Osama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

9. Sergio CIRIO 
10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11. Bruce DJITE 
14.Cameron WATSON 
16.Daniel BOWLES 

17. Awer MABIL 
20.Paul IZZO (GK) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 

22. Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 
31.Ryan GRIFFITHS 
*“One to be omitted** 


Ins: 9.Sergio CIRIO (returns from 
injury), 16.Daniel BOWLES (pro- 
moted), 


Outs: 13.Steven LUSTICA (omitted) 


Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — indefinite), 12.Antony 
GOLEC (China), 15.Jacob MELLING 
(knee — 3 weeks), 18.Michael 
ZULLO (hamstring - test ) 


HEWCASTi¢ 
UNITED 


1. Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
3. Taylor REGAN 

4. Kew JALIENS 

6. Zenon CARAVELLA 
7. Andrew HOOLE 

8. Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9. Emile HESKEY 

11. Craig GOODWIN 
13. Joey GIBBS 

15. Josh BRILLANTE 
16. Jacob PEPPER 

17. James VIRGILI 

19. Michael BRIDGES 
20. Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
21. Sam GALLAWAY 
22. Adam TAGGART 

27. Nick WARD 

29. Joel GRIFFITHS 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 29. Joel GRIFFITHS (received 
international transfer clearance), 
13.Joey GIBBS (promoted), 
17.James VIRGILI (promoted) 


Outs: 14.Josh MITCHELL (omit- 
ted). 


Unavailable: 2. Scott NEVILLE 
(knee injury — long term) 5. Ben 
KANTAROVSKI (knee — short 
term), 25. Mitch COOPER (knee 
injury — long term). 


Newcastle Jets v West Syd Wanderers 


Goal-shy 
Jets to face 
nemesis 


Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets welcome the 
Western Sydney Wanderers to 
Hunter Stadium on Saturday 
with the home team in the midst 
of their worst from slump of the 
season. 

The Jets have scored only two 
goals in their last five outings and 
head into this game with a number 
of issues both on and off the field. 
On the field the Jets have struggled 
to create chances, with their only 
goals of the last five games com- 
ing through a Mitch Nichols own 
goal against the Victory at home 
and a Taylor Regan strike against 
the Heart at AAMI Park. 

In a statistic that really highlights 
their problems, marquee man 
Emile Heskey hasn’t scored since 
a goal against Melbourne Heart on 
the 15th of February last year. 
Adam Taggart hasn’t found the net 
since his hat-trick against the Heart 
earlier in the season and their team- 
mates have been unable to pick up 
the slack. 

Newcastle signed their prodigal son 
and 2007-08 Johnny Warren med- 
allist Joel Griffiths in an attempt to 


iy 


:UILLE 


- 


add much needed firepower to their 
ranks, 

Griffiths though is still awaiting 
an international clearance from his 
troubled stint with Chinese club 
Qingdao Jonoon and his dispute 
with that club over unpaid wages 
seems unlikely to be settled in time 
for this match on the weekend. 
Add to this the fact the Jets have 
been in turmoil off the pitch with 
the recent sacking of Gary Van Eg- 
mond and it is hard to see where 
the next three points will come 
from for the Novocastrians. 

The last thing the side needs is a 
visit from the Wanderers who have 
only the fondest of memories from 


their trips to Hunter Stadium. 

It was there that they wrapped up 
the minor premiership last season 
and Tony Popovic’s men have al- 
ready headed back down to Sydney 
with three points following a 1-0 
win earlier in the season at Turton 
Road. 

They also look to have turned 
around their recent run of form 
with a solid and convincing 3-1 
win over the Glory at Wanderland 
last Sunday. 

Popovic will send his team out in 
their usual 4-2-3-1 with the man- 
date of clogging the space between 
the Jets defence and midfield and 
preying on any errors that may oc- 


Sat Feb 1 Hunter Stadium 7:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Jets 3.25 Played 26 
Draw 3.65 Sydney FC 10 
Wanderers 2.40 Mariners 9 
Drawn 7 


Referee: Ben Williams 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, ABC 
Local Radio NSW, 1233 ABC Newcastle, 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile phone 
app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#NEWVWSW 


Kiss of Death 


Jets 0-2 Wanderers 


cur as the Jets look to move the ball 
out of defence. 

Under new coach Clayton Zane, 
the Jets have moved to a 4-4-2 in 
an attempt to give Heskey some 
support in the final third and to im- 
prove the Jets paltry return of just 
15 goals this season. 

The issue with this change was 
cruelly exposed last round against 
the Mariners in the F3 derby. The 
Central Coast was able to use their 
numerical superiority in midfield 
to shift the ball quickly through the 
Newcastle midfield. 

By the time things were changed at 
the break, the game was long gone 
with the Mariners leading 3-0. 

If Newcastle doesn’t change their 
midfield make-up this weekend, 
I can see the Wanderers posting a 
similar, rather comfortable victory. 


Wanderers Line Up 


1.Ante COVIC (gk) 
2.Shannon COLE 

3.Adam D’APUZZO 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP (c) 
7.Labinot HALITI 

9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
11.Brendon SANTALAB 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC 
17.Youssouf HERS! 
19.Mark BRIDGE 
20.Jerrad TYSON (gk) 
21.Shinji ONO 

22.Dean HEFFERNAN 
23.Jason TRIFIRO 
28.Alusine FOFANAH 
32.Daniel ALESSI 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 3.Adam D’APUZZO (returns 
from suspension), 9.Tomi 

JURIC (returns from suspension), 
28.Alusine FOFANAH (promoted) 


Outs: 12.Tahj MINNIECON 


Unavailable: 18.lacopo LA ROCCA 
(injured — 2 weeks) 


The activity tracRer that makes you move. 


TRACK YOUR ACTIVITY 
REACH YOUR DAILY GOAL 


FOLLOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 


ON SPECIAL THIS WEEK FOR $125.00 
WWW.REFSWORLD.com 


loop 


Living gn active 
een this 
The Polar Loop allows anyone to 
track their activity 24/7 and gives 
guidance to reach activity goals. 
Track your moves on your wrist, 
on the web and on your mobile. 


ufe has never 
un and easy. 


Check the Polar Flow web service and 
learn how all your small choices and daily 
habits can make a world of difference. 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
7. Besart BERISHA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 

14. Diogo FERREIRA 
15. James DONACHIE 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
26. Corey BROWN 

27. Devante CLUT 
28.Brandon BORRELLO 
“*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 7.Besart BERISHA (returns 
from suspension) 


Outs: 35.Jai INGHAM (omitted) 


Unavailable: 5.lvan FRANJIC 
(stomach injury — one week), 
25.George LAMBADARDIS (knee 
- season) 


Six-Pointer 
at Suncorp 


Stadium 

Jarrod Ellis 
Table-toppers Brisbane Roar 
will play host to Central Coast 
Mariners this Sunday in a match 
that’s as close as they come to a 
six-pointer in the A-League. 
Whilst Brisbane have been earning 
plenty of plaudits of late for their 
results and style of play the Mari- 
ners have, as usual, quietly gone 
about their business and sit just 
seven points behind their north- 
erm rivals. With only ten rounds 
remaining of the season a win for 
Brisbane could prove decisive in 
the race for the premiership. 

This will be the first visit to Sun- 
corp Stadium for Central Coast un- 
der the stewardship of Phil Moss, a 
venue that has proven troublesome 
for past Mariners sides. Despite en- 
joying great success in recent times 
under Graham Arnold the Mariners 
have won only once in their last 
seven visits to Brisbane, a track 
record that Moss will doubtlessly 
intend to improve. 

The Coast have been on a good run 
of late, undefeated in their last five 
matches and with Daniel McBreen, 
Matt Simon and Anthony Caceres 
all finding the back of the net last 
weekend their attack may finally be 
sharpening up after struggling for 


goals this season. 

If the Mariners have resembled a 
blunt instrument at times their de- 
fence has more than compensated 
for that. Of all the teams in the 
A-League only Brisbane have con- 
ceded less goals than the Mariners 
and the club from Gosford lead the 
way with clean sheets, having held 
their opposition scoreless on seven 
occasions to date. 

Going up against that kind of de- 
fensive record Brisbane will wel- 
come the return of Besart Berisha 
from suspension, the Albanian 
striker having been forced to miss 
last weekend’s match with Wel- 
lington due to receiving two yellow 
cards in his previous outing. 
Berisha is a player that plays with 
plenty of emotion in his game and 
it will be interesting to see how 


Sun Feb 2 Suncorp Stadium 5:00 PM 


the crowd reacts to him in his first 
match since the announcement of 
his defection to Melbourne Victory 
from next season. The general at- 
titude amongst Roar fans seems to 
be one of acceptance and under- 
standing but there are a few nutters 
in every crowd (RCC take a bow) 
and it remains to be seen how Ber- 
isha will perform should he receive 
a negative reception. 

Brisbane’s depth was tested in the 
match against Wellington due to 
injury and suspension and Mike 
Mulvey may once more have to 
call on the likes of Devante Clut to 
take to the pitch this weekend. 
Matt McKay is reportedly still 
hobbling after suffering a brutal 
tackle from Adrian Zahra a fort- 
night ago whilst Ivan Franjic is a 
certain omission once more as he 


FRIDAY 31oT JANUARY 2014 


‘The Odds Head-to-Head 
Played 4 
Adelaide 1 

Wanderers 3 
Drawn 0 


Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Radio Broadcast: 612 ABC 
Brisbane, ABC Local Radio 
QLD, 92.5 ABC Central Coast, 
Grandstand Digital Brisbane. 
Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#BRIvCCM 


battles against a stomach strain that 
has kept him sidelined since the 
start of the year. 

There is some good news though 
for Brisbane with Liam Miller set 
to make a return from a hamstring 
injury. 

With a trip to Western Sydney 
scheduled next Friday this fix- 
ture holds great significance for 
the Roar’s Premier’s Plate hopes. 
Anything less than a win for Bris- 
bane could see a three-way tussle 
develop at the top of the A-League 
and Mike Mulvey will be keen to 
avoid any such situation. In front 
of a home crowd, in good form and 
with something to play for it’s hard 
to see past the Roar in this one. 
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CentRat coast 


Mariners Line Up 


1. Justin PASFIELD (Gk) 
2. Daniel MCBREEN 

3. Joshua ROSE 

4. Marcel SEIP 

5. Zachary ANDERSON 
6. Brent GRIFFITHS 

7. John HUTCHINSON (C) 
8. Nick MONTGOMERY 
9. Mitchell DUKE 

11. Nick FITZGERALD 
12. Liam REDDY (Gk) 
13. Hayden MORTON 
15. Storm ROUX 

16. Trent SAINSBURY 
17. Anthony CACERES 
19. Matt SIMON 

20. Bernie IBINI 

21. Mile STERJOVSKI 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 4. Marcel SEIP (promoted), 
13. Hayden MORTON (promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 10. Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 14. Michael 
MCGLINCHEY (on loan — Vegalta 
Sendai), 18. Michael NEILL (knee 
— season), 23. Adam KWASNIK 
(knee — season) 


Saturday 1st February to 
Saturday 22nd February 22nd 


Venue: 

Egan Lee Reserve, 
Wallace Road, Knox- 
field 


Teams Competing: 
Knox City FC, Frankston Pines FC, Key- 
sborough FC & Manningham FC 


Saturday 1st February 
10am Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Frankston Pines v Keysborough 


12pm Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Knox City FC v Manningham 


2pm kick Off — Senior Team 
Frankston Pines v Keysborough 


4pm Kick Off — Senior Team 
Knox City FC v Manningham 


Saturday 8th February 
10am Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Keysborough v Manningham 


12pm Kick Off — Reserve Team 
Knox City FC v Frankston Pines 


2pm kick Off — Senior Team 
Keysborough v Manningham 


4pm Kick Off — Senior Team 
Knox City FC v Frankston Pines 


Round 17: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Heart - 7 Sydney - 3 - Draw-5 


Santo 
Cilauro 


Heart 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 
Brisbane 


Working Dog Productions 


Harper EY 


Sydney FC 
Victory 
Wellington 
Wanderers 
Brisbane 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Draw 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 
Roar 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


George 
Donikian 


Heart 
Glory 
Draw 
Wanderers 
Roar 


Media Mogul 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Heart 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Jets 
Roar 


GM Greek Media Group 


John 
Doyle 
Draw 
Perth 
Adelaide 


Wanderers 
Roar 
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Original Captain Socceroo 


Glory - 8 Victory - 3 Draw - 4 


George 


Calombaris 


Heart 
Victory 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 
Roar 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Heart 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 
Roar 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Sydney FC 
Perth 
Draw 
Wanderers 
Brisbane 


Former Socceroo 


Phoenix - 11 Adelaide - 1 Draw - 3 


Jets - 3 Wanderers - 11 Draw - 1 


Eddie 


Krncevic 


Heart 
Glory 
Draw 
Draw 
Draw 


Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


Sydney FC 
Perth 
Wellington 
Wanderers 
Brisbane 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


34 


Steve 
Blair 


Heart 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Draw 
Roar 


Former Socceroo 


Roar- 13 Mariners - 0 Draw - 2 


John 
Perin 


34 


Draw 
Draw 
Phoenix 
WwswWw 
Brisbane 


Victory 
Pheonix 
Jets 
Draw 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


35 


Kiss Of 
Death 


Draw 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Wanderers 
Roar 


GW Contributors 


KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? ENJOY WRITING? 


WEEKLY 


GW IS SEEKING FOOTBALL CONTRIBUTORS WHO 
KNOW HOW TO WRITE A GOOD GAME. 
Apply within at news@goalweekly.com 


e Pixek: 


Professional, Experienced Photographers 


Season 20° 


Have your Club photos taken this season with us 


Great Package's to suit everyone 


We design your backround with your club colours and logo 
Free copy of each team photos for the clubs 


Contact us at 0407 890 098 or 
live.pixel@hotmail.com 


Top Opta Facts 


Melbourne Heart 


Sydney FC 


Melbourne Heart have one win in six 
league games against Sydney FC 
(D2 L3). 


Sydney FC have lost only once in six 
previous visits to Melbourne Heart in 
the A-League (W1 D4). 


Mate Dugandzic bagged a brace in 
the last meeting involving both of 
these sides. 


Sydney FC have alternated between 
scoring exactly one and two goals 

in their last five trips to Melbourne 
Heart; they scored twice in their most 
recent match. 


Of WeviCAstie 
if  UUNITED 


Newcastle Jets have never scored at 
home to Western Sydney Wanderers 
(L2). 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
won three successive games against 
Newcastle Jets in the A-League. 


Newcastle Jets have scored just once 
in their last three league meetings 
with Western Sydney Wanderers. 


Western Sydney Wanderers’ Mark 
Bridge has claimed four goals in 
his last three appearances against 
Newcastle Jets. 


Newcastle Jets have collected just 
one point from their last five A- 
League matches (D1 L4). 


Melbourne Heart have not kept a 
clean sheet in any of their last 10 
home games in the A-League. 


Indeed, Heart have kept a league-low 
two clean sheets all season. 


Sydney FC have won just two of their 
last 17 A-League away games (L11 
D4). 


No player has scored more times 
from the penalty spot this season 
than Alessandro Del Piero (3). 


Adam Taggart has scored three goals 
from outside the area in open play 
this season; a league-high. 


No player has created more chances 
without registering an assist this 
season than Aaron Mooy (26). 


Labinot Haliti has landed eight shots 
on target this season without finding 
the back of the net; more than any 
other player. 


Melbourne Victory 


Perth Glory have one win in five 
league games against Melbourne 
Victory (L4). 


Melbourne Victory have scored at 
least once in each of their last 10 
matches in the A-League against 
Perth Glory. 


Perth Glory have never kept a clean 
sheet at home to Melbourne Victory 
in the A-League; they have hosted 
Victory on 12 previous occasions. 


Melbourne Victory have recorded just 
two wins in their last 10 league visits 
to Perth Glory (D1 L7). 


Perth Glory have not conceded an 
A-League goal at home in their last 
270 minutes of action. 


Melbourne Victory have lost their last 
two A-League games 5-0 — this after 
losing just one game by a five goal 
margin before these two matches 
(0-5 v Brisbane in Oct 2012). 


Perth Glory’s Danny Vukovic (68) has 
made more saves than any other 
‘keeper in the A-League this season. 


Indeed, no goalkeeper has kept more 
Clean sheets this season than Vukovic 
(7). 


CC Mariners 


Brisbane Roar have scored at least 
once in 15 of their last 16 league 
meetings with Central Coast Mariners. 


Central Coast Mariners have managed 
one win in seven previous visits to 
Brisbane Roar (D3 L3). 


Only one of the last nine matches 
between these sides has ended in a 
draw. 


Three of the last six of this exact fix- 
ture have ended as a draw. 


No player has created more chances 
for his teammates this season than 
Brisbane Roar’s Thomas Broich (54). 


Luke Brattan (876) has completed 
more passes than any other player 
competing in the A-League this term. 


Only Adam D’Apuzzo (61) has at- 
tempted more tackles this campaign 
than Nick Montgomery (57). 


No side has kept more clean sheets 
this term than the Central Coast Mari- 
ners (7). 
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Wellington Phoenix have one win in 
in seven league meetings against 
Adelaide United (D2 L4). 


Adelaide have never kept a clean 
sheet away at Wellington Phoenix in 
the A-League (eight games played). 


Marcelo Carrusca (Adelaide) has 
scored three goals in his last two 
appearances against Wellington 
Phoenix. 


Neither of these sides have ever 
scored more than two goals in this 
exact fixture, despite playing each 
other eight times previously at 
Phoenix. 
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Wellington have lost just one of their 
last seven A-League matches at 
home, but four of these games have 
ended in a draw (W2). 


Adelaide are currently on the longest 
unbeaten run in the A-League — 
seven games (W4 D3). 


Carlos Hernandez has hit the wood- 
work four times this season, at least 
twice as many as the next highest 
player. 


Adelaide United have faced 179 shots 
so far this campaign; a joint-league- 
low alongside Brisbane Roar. 


Top of the Pops 


Passing (Excl.Crosses) 


Accuracy Passes 


1 Mariners 82.9% 7721 
2 Brisbane Roar 82.5% 8630 
3 Melb Victory 82.2% 8280 
4 Adelaide Utd 81.9% 7580 
5 SydneyFC 79.6% 6624 
6Wanderers 78.1% 6622 
7 Perth Glory 77.3% 5989 
8 Phoenix 76.7% 6692 
9 Jets 76.4% 5740 
10 Heart 76.2% 5661 


Passes 


1 Thomas Broich(Roar) 728 
2 Luke Brattan (Roar) 628 
3 James Troisi (Victory) 613 
4 Vince Lia (Phoenix) 607 
5 Matt McKay (Roar) 542 
6 Aaron Mooy (Wanderers) 527 
7 Isaias (Adelaide) 504 
8 Carlos Hernandez(Phoenix) 494 
9 Leigh Broxham (Victory) 478 
10 Adama Traore (Victory) 458 
11 Ali Abbas (Sydney) 449 
12 Ivan Franjic (Roar) 438 
13 Mark Milligan (Victory) 434 
14 Mitch Nichols(Victory) 425 
15 Marcelo Carrusca (Adelaide) 419 
16 Manny Muscat (Phoenix) 412 
17 Albert Riera (Phoenix) 409 
18 Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) 399 
19 Massimo Murdocca (Heart) 396 
20 Nick Montgomery (Mariners) 392 


RAISING 
MY 
* OPINION 


Morgan Eyes 
Top NZ Role 


Don’t be surprised to learn that 
Gareth Morgan the renowned 
Kiwi millionaire,economist, phi- 
lanthropist, diet expert, cat hater 
and father of Trade Me founder, 
Sam Morgan, will take over as 
Chairman of New Zealand Foot- 
ball within the next few weeks. 
He has the pedigree to replace the 
board’s long-standing boss, Frank 
van Hattum who resigned last week 
“due to business commitments”. 

In fact Morgan could well be the 
Frank Lowy (Chairman of Football 
Australia) of New Zealand. 
Morgan, the co-owner of Welling- 
ton Phoenix recently went on re- 
cord calling for a total overhaul of 
New Zealand football likening the 
current Board an embarrassment 
and football in the land of the long 


a 


white cloud being run like a local 
tennis club. 

Morgan is well known for his out- 
spokenness and has copped a fair 
bit of criticism. However, one can- 
not deny the fact that his heart is in 
the right place — football. 

Morgan, who is part of the Wel- 
nix consortium which owns the 
Phoenix, said he would put up $5 
million of his own money to fix 
the sport’s troubles, but only if the 
Government would chip in a fur- 
ther $10 million and turf out the 
current board of NZ Football. 

So is it happening? Has there been 
a conspiracy involving the govern- 
ment behind the long white cloud? 
He has been quoted in a local news- 
paper saying: “I suspect in New 
Zealand football it’s a bit of an old 
boys’ club. It’s a bit like what you’d 
expect down at the local suburban 
tennis club where it’s run by tennis 
enthusiasts who played on those 
courts when they were kids. 
“That’s fine, but football is far big- 
ger than just a social activity - it’s 
not only a business but it has big 
geopolitical consequences.” 

There have been rumblings for 
some time and those rumblings 
reached a higher octave when 
Mexico dumped the Kiwis out of 


Gareth Morgan Le 


could be leading 
the charge with 
the NZFA 


the World Cup- a defeat which cost 
NZ Football a potential $60m plus. 
Morgan, who calls a spade a shov- 
el, is not a man to take a backward 
step when confronted by contro- 
versy. And he rightly so points to 
the fact that New Zealand brought 
the wrong game plan to the table 
when they faced Mexico. 

“There was complete organisa- 
tional chaos. It was clear to me that 
anew board with business and stra- 


tegic acumen was needed. We also 
need consistency and world class 
coaches at every level something 
New Zealand failed to deliver.” 

For the first time in years NZF is 
set for fundamental governance 
change - awaiting a new chairman, 
new chief executive and new na- 
tional men’s coach, with Van Hat- 
tum, becoming the latest to exit. 

Morgan, whose group Welnix took 
over the Phoenix in 2011, says the 


relationship between New Zea- 
land’s only professional club and 
the taxpayer-funded national body 
is cold - lacking basic communica- 
tion and strategic alignment. Urg- 
ing whoever takes the reins of the 
organisation to wake it from years 
of “amateur” governance, Morgan 
is frustrated by repeated attempts 
to engage NZF over developing the 
game. 

“There’s obviously no one in there 
(Board) with balls to say ‘this is 
common sense, this is what we 
should be doing’. 

Morgan said he feels NZF, at elite 
level, had achieved nothing like 
what it is capable of and he won- 
ders WHY? 

“Since I’ve been involved with 
the Phoenix the ability to get any 
engagement from NZF, to even sit 
down to discuss and execute stuff, 
has been absolutely zero. 

Morgan has a blueprint to pilot 
New Zealand into the top 50 and he 
is willing to share it with the cur- 
rent administration. 

Describing NZF as “amateur in the 
extreme” Morgan pledged his sup- 
port in any capacity should he not 
be elected Chairman. 

“NZF and the Phoenix should al- 
most be joined at the hip. I think 
the Phoenix is a very important 


weapon for NZF,” he said. 

“Tm reasonably keen even on the 
idea of a second New Zealand team 
in the A-League, obviously you 
would want an Auckland-based 
team and I’d even go as far to say 
that I’d be interested in investing 
in that. 

After a week that saw English Pre- 
mier League giants Manchester 
City invest in A-League team Mel- 
bourne Heart, Morgan says having 
the Phoenix in a similar situation 
would yield huge growth. 

Foreign investment in Phoenix 
makes commercial sense as it of- 
fers the whole of New Zealand. 
Don’t be surprised to see a few 
young fringe players from Man- 
chester City’s development Acad- 
emy pitch up at Heart and a few 
young Heart players making thei 
way to City to gain experience and 
hone their skills. It will undoubt- 
edly also lead to coach exchanges. 
It’s a win-win situation I am sure 
Morgan will develop should he 
take over as Chairman. 

One can only hope that Morgan is 
successful in his bid for the good of 
new Zealand football. 


*Andre Zwan is a former journal- 
ist and Government Affairs 
strategist. 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


TWEETS OF THE WEEK 


There is no doubt that the biggest 
news in Australian football this 
week was the unprecedented 
take over of Melbourne Heart by 
English Premier League giants 
Manchester City. 


The A-League Show\(@ALeague- 
Show 

Jan 23 

The future looks brighter for 
Melbourne Heart today. A Man 
City ownership with a significant 
80% stake. #aleague pic.twitter. 
com/frfINAxw46 


However, the proposed move 

to change the clubs name to 
Melbourne City may have hit a 
little snag as there is already a 
Melbourne City Football Club out 
there and they are not taking too 
kindly to the idea. 


Shane mvfc Quinn\@Victoryboy7 
Jan 23 

Oh well there goes that idea for a 
name change. The new own- 


Ped, 


ers off to bad start already. This 
club is cursed pic.twitter.com/ 
b0u4u3KSvo ite 


am Melbourne City Football club 


Melb City FC: 


The Melbourne City Football Club wishes to 
announce to our members, fans, players and 
public the club will dispute any trademark 
lodged applications from the Melbourne 
Heart football club. 


re AL 


Many fans are worried about the 
possibility of a Heart taking over 
the Victory as the powerhouse club 


We will not surrender our club name. 


Thank : : 
eatin in Melbourne with money and 
MC FC resources to burn. While others 
say the city is already divided and 
whe Like b} > Shar 


nothing is going to change it. 

et a.m Shane mvfc Quinn(@Victoryboy7 

View previous comments... Jan 26 

» ' The facts are Wanderers regardless 
how wealthy Sydney’s owner is are 

im a bigger club and likewise Victory 

: over Heart and always will be. 


Football is a fickle sport, which is 
why I never get a players name on 
the back of my shirt. 


Shane mvfc Quinn(@Victoryboy7 
Jan 23 

Ok now with my Victory hat off 

© great to see another A league club 
find stability and what a way to do 
it.The AFL would be very alarmed 


No matter what the City effect is 
on Heart you still cant help feeling 
that it will still take them a couple 
of years to reach the footballing 
heights of Brisbane Roar. The two 
time champions who currently top 
the A-League play a slick brand of 
attacking football streets ahead of 
the rest of the and whose players 
can fart like this. 


Mark Boric 


If Sydney FC are rubbish, and they 
beat Melbourne Victory 5-0 what 
does that make Melbourne Victory? 
The knives are out for Kevin Mus- 
cat after consecutive 0-5 defeats, the 
honeymoon period after he took the 
reigns from Ange Postecoglu most 
definitely over. Seb Ryall showed he 
is ready to step forward should Ales- 
sandro Del Piero depart at season’s 
end. The 05 figure would normally 
make Frank Farina squirm, but on 
the weekend he probably couldn’t 
get enough of seeing it on the score- 
board. 

Some are asking questions about 
the squad he inherited from Ange 
Postecoglu. Can Lucas Neill take 
heart from the fact Ange signed 
Pablo Contreras? A sign that he’s not 
adverse to sticking with a defender 
past his used by date? Hopefully 
Ange’s player selections will be on 
song come World Cup time. 

It’s gotten so bad, there are Vic- 
tory fans pining for Ernie Merrick. 
Even worse, bringing back Mehmet 
Durakovic to just play would prob- 
ably improve their back four. 

Over at the red half of Melbourne, 
is a phrase may soon be made re- 
dundant after Manchester City and 


Thin White Line\@TweetWhiteLine 
Jan 26 

Getting a player’s name on a shirt 
can be risky. #+MVCvSYD pic. 
twitter.com/E5cZ2f8pQS 


How times can change. It wasn’t 
that long ago that Ange Posteco- 
glou’s Melbourne Victory were 
looking like world beaters. They 
played a fast attacking, aggressive 
style of football that was difficult 
to live with but since the coaches 
departure to become head honcho 
of the socceroos the blue half 

of Melbourne has struggled and 
slumped to two 5-0 defeats in a 
week. 


Francis Leach(@SaintFrankly 

Jan 26 

Massive challenge for Muscat. 
First game I’ve seen for a month 
and the focus, energy & discipline 
of the Postecoglou team is gone. 
#MVCvSYD 


The original Melbourne Ci 
Footscray JUST, back in the 1990s. 


Melbourne Storm took over the 
ownership of Melbourne Heart. A 
name and colour change have been 
mooted, with Melbourne City be- 
lieved to be the focal point of any 
re-branding. 

It has been pointed out that there 
is currently a Melbourne City in ex- 
istence, so something may have to 
be done there. They don’t have a 
particularly proud history, the name 
coming into existence in the NSL 
when Footscray J.U.S.T. had an 
early crack at what is now known as 
re-branding. After relegation to the 
VPL and further decline, the Argen- 
tinian community took over the club 
from the Yugoslavs. Picking up a bit 
of a reputation for going the hack 
when losing and once playing a 
player banned for life under another 
name for nearly a whole season be- 
fore getting caught, 

On the pitch, Heart looked set to 
have turned the corner, until a late 


Kevin Muscat’s men were torn 
apart by Wellington and then in the 
‘The Big Blue’ against Sydney. It 
was here that an ageing Alessandro 
Del Piero showed hat he can still 
pull this type of performance 

out of his back pocket on the big 
occasion. 


The biggest EPL game of the week 
was surely the Mersyside Derby. 
Liverpool and Everton were sepa- 
rated by just a point in the chase 
for the fourth Champions League 
spot, but the Liverpool strike force 
of Suarez and Sturridge blew 

that apart helping the reds to the 
biggest derby win since 1982/83. 
Gerrard opened the scoring. 


Then Sturridge netted twice before 
Suarez sealed a 4-0 win. 


os 


Adelaide United equaliser prevent- 
ed them from making it two wins in 
a row. Michael Mifsud had another 
great miss-fire for his lowlights 
reel, though his sliced behind shot 
ended up with Heart winning a pen- 
alty. The Reds (that’s Adelaide, who 
will be sticking with the colour) 
remain unbeaten since Yourson- 
isashitkeepergate. Is Joesp Gombau 
assimilating into Australian life by 
making his rather large, red head a 
tribute to Uluru? 

The Wanderers are back in town 
after a 3-1 defeat of Perth Glory. 
With Victory falling away it looks 
like them or the Mariners to issue 
the challenge to Brisbane Roar for 
ultimate honours. The Mariners 
have gotten through the transition 
from Graham Arnold to Phil Moss 
and despite losing players still have 
enough quality and experience to 
remain contenders in the battle for 
the toilet seat. 


BBC Sporf(@BBCSporf 

10h 

QUALITY: A Luis Suarez banner 
at Anfield tonight. pic.twitter.com/ 
mK3wG7Xx6a 

Oh and remember that horrible 
defensive minded manager that 
Everton used to have? 


— 


LUIS SUAREZ 
COULD 
NUTMEG 
A MERMAID 


af 


Mike(@Mike25MUFC 

11h 

This time last year Everton had 
scored 35 goals under ‘negative’ 
David Moyes, this season they 
have..35 under attacking messiah 
Matinez ‘cfc 


Football Bloody Football. 
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An evening with 


JOHN BARNES 


An Evening With John Barnes 


Former Liverpool and England legend looks back on a 
career that also saw him play for Watford, Newcastle 
United & Charlton Athletic. With 79 caps for England, 
two World Cup finals, 2 League Championships, 2 FA 
Cups and 2 hit records, he has plenty to talk about. 


When: Tuesday 11th February 2014 
Where: Event Cinemas Innaloo, Perth, WA 
Time: 6pm 

Price: $65 


BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.OZTIX.COM.AU 
Proudly sponsored by Carbon Footie and West 
Coast Forklifts 


Top of the Range Boots 
Team Uniforms 
Goalkeeping Gear 
raining Equipment 
All your needs in One 
Super Store! 


Mention Goal! Weekly 
for a 10% Discount 


FRIDAY 31oT JANUARY 2014 GOAL! WEERLY 
FUTSAL @)z" The Futbol Town Show every Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 & C44Digital Compiled by Jimmy Soufis V-League 18 


Indoor competitions resume 
after Christmas break 


Men’s NIKE V-League Women’s PEPSI WPL 
Kicking off the Men’s Nike Pre- 


> if | ‘ ba \ j ' : CA) 
mier League matches were two ap teat the hares And ' ( y \ V ' 
understrength sides in Mickle- ‘1 ““Ca8Ue saw ladder leaders \ . f N MMUME Fo 


ham and Metropolitan, Melbourne Uni take on a lowly , y. 


Heidelberg side which they were 


The sides played out a largely unen- ae Pay 

tertaining first half which saw Metro  ¢xPected to beat convincingly, ri E B F S j ‘ N 

race away to a 5-2 lead without the | 40d they did just that winning 
9-4 with young forward Jess 


aid of their 2 main goal scorers Er- : : 
nie Simsek and Juso Julardzija. The | Au bagging a massive 5 goals to 


second half was a much different keep their side top. 

story though much to Metro’s sur- Next up fierce rivals EFA Eagles 
prise, lead by a second half Vlado —- took on Ashburton in a game that 
Zoric hat trick Mickleham looked — both sides would be desperate to 


NIKE V-LEAGUE Premiership 
P W LBD F A GD Pts 


to have the points sewn up until a win, Ashburton got off to the bet- ee oe ce Hts ° o ne es cy 
late strike from Alija Redzepovic ter start getting to a 2-1 lead at the 3 peck c is i ponace 
: ‘ politan FC 610 8 O 3811879 +39 33 
sparred their blushes. half but that was quickly erased 4 Pascoe ValeFC 1510 8 0 2 87 42 +4532 
Second game of the night saw lad- after an injury to green machine 5 Ashburton FC 6 68 OPRe “17 
der leading Vic Vipers take on a re- number one Mel Lum, EFA took 6 Hume FC 6 49 083 79 70 +915 
surgent Fitzroy side looking to take control hitting 4 unanswered sec- 7 Mickleham FC 6 212 0 2 67 114-478 
valuable points. They did just that ond half goals to grab a big win 8 Albert Park FC 6 015 01 40171 -131 1 
with a crushing and unexpected 9-4 over their rivals. Pepsi Womens ee F A GD Pt 
win over the competitions best side Following EFA’s big win saw a 1 Melbourne UniFC 1411201 89 29+60 34 
so far this season to blow the title top 4 battle take place with Pascoe 2 FC Richmond ©) 2 0) i (OS Cisyseee) Be) 
race wide open. ; Vale and Fitzroy stepping onto the 3 Fitzroy FC 484024951 -2 26 
Having watched the Vipers stum- court, I tight first half saw Pascoe 4 Pascoe Vale FC PIS ATONONS6R2 e+ 35) 24 
ble Pascoe Vale were eager to make open up proceedings with a goal 5 Vic Vipers FC 44802838 46 -8 14 
up ground by beating an out of from Tilly Ford seeing Pascoe into 6 Ashburton FC 3380 2 44 76 -32 11 
sorts Hume, in a topsy turvy game half time leading 1-0. Dani Gudelj — Ashburton’s record breaker Ricky eee es Pe oh ey ae 
that saw Hume take the lead early tied the score in the second half Castro celebrates with the match _ as ec ce Be 
through Matthew Vragovski and and Fitzroy looked full of life, only yall after the final whistle EFA’s match winner Emma Heckenberg (far right) celebrates “**° Meague aes amare eae ae 
as ae ie S eee to be brought down by yet another with team mates after completing her hat trick. 1 OF Brunswick 16 101 05 91 60431 35 
: : Ili Jakab winner as the Pascoe Vale 2 FC Balwyn 5118 071 10058442 34 
early in the second half for it to be captain continues to make a name 3 Moreland F.C 6 8 6 02 84 69415 26 
cancelled ey via 2 Shayan Rashidi for herself in scoring late winners. 4 FC Carlton 5 65 04 74 61413 22 
thumper. With 2 minutes remaining The final game of the night saw a 5 Brimbank FC 5 6 6 03 84100-16 21 
Jonathan Tabrkiewicz was sent off struggling Vipers side take on sec- 6 FC Melbourne Si lOO rt Wr =e) NS 
for a second bookable offence and 4 plaged Richmond Atencetimt 7 FC Northcote AS) 18) (0:8) 2 Te) 24) 2 
with a man down Pascoe found an half <a neither aide | re an inch 8 FC Essendon 5 21201 49107 -58 7 
equalizer through Brenno Polatti to ; & State League One 
sealaaoiat with the scores locked at 1-1 go- 7 PW LBODF A GD Pts 
The final clash of the night became dig Ale ie Uses ere ene batt : BS ood Se ee 
a history mains might ai a woe: was much the same story but Rich- Be Sais ‘ ae : 4 : a a ne . 
ful Albert Park took on Ashburton. mond managed 7 eeu the upper 4FC aes F 5740475 55 ae 25 
Not much really to comment on in hand via an Azize Erenli double 5 FC Hawthom 56 702 74 74 +020 
this game other than a 14 goal ef- that rounded out a huge round of 6 Toorak FC. 55 604 53 67 -141¢ 
fort from Ashburton striker Ricardo Women’s futsal. 7 Coburg Athletic 5 2130051 99 -48 6 
Castro as his side ran out 19-2 win- 8 FC Footscray 5 213 0 0 50106 -56 6 
ners to almost certainly condemn Dy. } M | State League Two 
the Park to relegation. ' ae: l PTY 4ly ae le eee ened 
VF, IF ee gi + { 1 Doncaster FC 611400 72 50422 33 
a tt} eae; - J 2 FC Preston 5114 0 0 64 53+11 33 
\ age y e 3 FC Richmond & 96 00 81 fo 48°27 
Futsal 0z Scoreboard — — ——. ——————— 4 Mcleod FC 5850270 64 +46 26 
FEES U Women's V-Losgus tremerinp Richmond's keeper Sara Clapham sets up her wall and stands tall for a Jess Byrne free kick. = Bess cn eae eee 
Results Next Round Clapham also had a crucial role to play in her sides narrow victory. 7 FC Geelong 5 4100 1 81 67414 13 
Melboume Uni 9-4 Heidelberg FC Friday 31st January 8 Elsternwick FC 6 4710 0 49 66-17 12 
EFA Eagles 5-2 Ashburton FC 7:30pm - EFA Eagles vs Pascoe Vale 
Pascoe Vale FC 2-1 Fitzroy FC 8:15pm - FC Richmond vs Melb Uni 
Vic Vipers FC 1-3 FC Richmond 9:00pm - Ashburton vs Vic Vipers FC 


9:45pm - Fitzroy FC vs Heidelberg FC 


Me< > 


NIKE Men’s V-League Premiership 


Results Next Round 

Mickleham FC 7-7 Metropolitan FC Sun 2nd February 

Vic Vipers FC 4-9 Fitzroy FC 5:00pm - Hume FC vs Ashburton FC 
Pascoe Vale FC 2-2 Hume FC 6:00pm - Mickleham vs Pascoe Vale 
Ashburton FC 19-1 Albert Park FC 7:00pm - Metro FC vs Vic Vipers FC 


8:00pm - Albert Park FC vs Fitzroy FC 


Top Goal Scorers 


Women’s Mens 
1. Marcela Marques - Melb Uni - 33 1. Ricardo Castro - Ashburton FC - 32 
2. Letizia Sammut - Melb UniFC-15 2: Juso Julardzija - Metro FC - 30 


3. Niki Cook - Melbourne Uni FC - 13 ‘ fae ane e eee 55 Pascoe Vale’s Brenno Polatti can’t hide his 
j = = . JaSON balrientos - VIC Vipers - ‘ F ‘ : F 2 i : 2 : E 
é al ee ey 5 Bf Scfaniei Gout = Pascoe Wale Fc-29 _ Fitzroy’s Joao Silveira (Middle) celebrates a second half goal with Ange Fusca and Alistair Dun- emotion after equalising with one minute re- 


lop. maining. 


Leleome to FUTSAL@Z Our Programs 


Soeial Peascne 
competitions 


Trainin: Sumiors Whsteo Besnrars 


: . ake + Preschool program ° Futsal training 
* Men’s & Women’s Social Leagues ¢ Social League training 


* Junior Oz Clinics 
* Mixed Social Leagues ? i 2 * Elite Futsal League 
* Elite training 
* School Holiday Program 


* Junior Leagues (woys & cits) : a'r) 
' © Junior training 


+ Elite Futsal training 


J ~ 4 Fi . - » 
* Elite Leagues (09s & ois) (see ‘ALL Juniors~ Boys & Girls ‘from 2 years to 16 years of age’) Social Junior Leagues 


By Pablo Bateson 


We continue with analysis 

for each group and every 

team participating at this 
year’s tournament. 


| Confederation: 
UEFA 
Nickname: Sch- 
a weizer Nati (or 
just Nati) 
Quarter-finals: 1934, 1938, 1954 
Round of 16: 1994, 2006 
Qualified: 10 times 
Most capped player: 
Heinz Hermann (117 games and 15 
goals) 
All-time top goal scorer: 
Alexander Frei (42 goals from 84 ap- 
pearances) 
FIFA ranking: 7 
Although Swiss football has 
been on the rise over the past de- 
cade, their current FIFA ranking 
appears rather flattering. After a 

‘backs to the wall’ shock 1-0 win 
over eventual World Champions 
in the group opener, the remainder 
of their campaign at South Africa 
2010 disappointingly faded. 

“Nati” (The Nats) qualified com- 
fortably for Brasil 2014 by topping 
what was seen by most as one of the 
weaker groups in Europe. Much of 
their success is built around a very 
strong and reliable defensive and 
midfield structure under the astute 
direction of German coach, Ottmar 
Hitzfeld. 

That defensive prowess is epito- 
mised by Fulham’s Phillipe Sen- 
deros (52 appearances and five 
goals), although he’ll be hoping 
for better luck than the nasty inju- 
ries which cut short participation 
at the last two WC finals. On the 
right flank, there is the versatile 
Stephan Lichtsteiner (60 caps with 
four goals) from Juventus. 

Switzerland is led by Turkish- 
born central midfielder and cap- 
tain, Gokhan Inler (70 caps and 
six goals) from Napoli. Exciting 
young star from Bayern Munich, 
Xherdan Shaqiri (30 appearances 
and eight goals) of Albanian heri- 
tage provides wonderful attacking 
midfield left sided contributions. 

Up front, there is a query, espe- 
cially since the retirement in 2011 
of their all time highest goal scorer 
in Alexander Frei. They will be 
hoping that the likes of perhaps 
Eren Derdiyok (eight goals and 
46 caps) of Bayer Leverkusen 
or Mario Gavranovic (four goals 
from nine appearances) from FC 
Zurich will step up effectively ina 
striker’s role. 

Switzerland may not be suited by 
challenging conditions, especially 
with the last two games being held 
in the tropical-Equatorial zone. 
Their resilience will need to be on 
show again to secure progression 
to the knock out stages. 


= 


' Confederation: 


res CONMEBOL 
Nicknames: La 
Tricolor (or La Tri) 


Best finish: Round 


Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


Franck Ribery (France) 


16 in 2006 

Qualified: 3 times 

Most capped player: 

Ivan Hurtado (167 times and 5 goals) 
All-time top goalscorer: 

Agustin Delgado (31 goals in 71 
games) 

FIFA ranking: 23 


In the final group stage, Ecuador 
achieved direct qualification only 
by superior goal difference ahead 
of Uruguay. They relied heavily 
on their home fortress at high al- 
titude, accumulating an incredible 
22 points from eight home games 
of the 16 played in total. 

The preparation of “La Tri” for 
Brasil 2014 will include a soon to 
be confirmed “friendly” with our 
Socceroos in London on 5 March. 
Guided by Colombian coach Re- 
inaldo Rueda, they have an im- 
pressive schedule of other lead up 
games, including against the Neth- 
erlands, Mexico and England. 

The squad will be led by cap- 
tain and left-sided attacking mid- 
fielder Antonio Valencia (69 caps 
and eight goals) from Manchester 
United. He’ll be complemented 
in midfield by veteran midfielder 
Edison Mendez (107 games and 17 
goals) of Sante Fe in Colombia. 

Up front the main striker options 
include Felipe Ciacedo (15 goals 
from 46 appearances) who recent- 
ly joined Al-Jazira in UAE after a 
successful stints with a number of 
big clubs across Europe. 

Left wing back Walter Ayovi (Pa- 
chuca in Mexico) with 89 interna- 


tional appearances and seven goals 
provides great versatility. Jorge 
Guagua (55 caps and two goals) 
from the club Emelec based in the 
large coastal port city of Guaya- 
quil provides stability in central 
defence. 

Perhaps the greatest challenge for 
Ecuador will be translating such 
fine home form into consistency 
for three tough games over only 10 
days in difficult conditions. Also, 
realistic hopes for progression 
could well depend on first over- 
coming the Swiss in the opener 
held at Estadio Nacional, Brasilia. 


Confederation: 


UEFA 

| 4 / Nickname: — Les 
Bleus 
Winner: 1998 


Runners-up: 2006 

Semi-finals: 1958, 1982, 1986 
Quarter-finals: 1938 

Qualified: 14 times 

Most capped player: 

Lilian Thuram (142 games and two 
goals) 

All-time top goal scorer: 

Thierry Henri (53 goals from 123 
games) 

FIFA ranking: 19 


Since that glorious triumph in 
1998, Les Bleus has experienced 
a topsy-turvy run in World Cup fi- 
nals tournaments. This culminated 
in self-implosion from internal 


portunity for Les Bleus 


dissent and disunity which saw 
an early exit at South Africa 2010. 
Since then, head coach Didier De- 
schamps seems to have stabilised 
the squad dynamics which led to 
qualification in dramatic circum- 
stances over a two-legged play off 
with Ukraine. 


There is no doubt that France has 
the talent and depth right across 
the park to take advantage of being 
drawn in such a group to progress, 
with a big opportunity to get at 
least as far as the quarter finals. 

Their greatest attacking inspira- 
tion is the ‘explosive’ pairing of 
Bayern Munich’s Franck Ribery 
(18 goals from 80 games) and Real 
Madrid’s striker Karim Benzema 
(22 goals and 68 caps). Midfield 
dominance includes Sami Nasri 
(41 appearances and five goals) 
of Manchester City, while 20 year 
old Paul Pogba (10 caps and three 
goals) of Juventus promises to be 
one of the young stars at Brasil 
2014. 

It would truly be a marvellous 
win over personal adversity if Mo- 
naco’s Eric Abidal (67 caps) in left 
defence took his place at Brasil 
2014. In 2011-2012 while at Bar- 
celona, Eric overcame life threat- 
ening cancer and a liver transplant 
to return to top flight football. Ar- 
senal’s Barary Sagna (38 caps) is a 
top quality right back and Totten- 
ham’s brilliant goal keeper Hugo 
Loris (54 caps) is captain of Les 
Bleus. 

France has been favoured by the 
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draw in terms of venue cities and 
if they prevail in the opening game 
over Honduras then it’s highly un- 
likely that their progression will be 
thwarted. 


‘ 

a | Confederation: 

x CONCACAF 
= Nickname: Los 

- 7 Catrachos 

Best finish: never 

beyond group stage 
Qualified: 3 times 
Most capped player: 
Amado Guevara (138 games and 27 
goals) 


All-time top goal scorer: 

Carlos Pavon (58 goals from 101 ap- 
pearances) 

FIFA ranking: 42 


Guided through qualification 
comfortably by head coach Luis 
Fernando Suarez from Colombia, 
Honduras may struggle to break 
down the defences of their three 
opponents in June. Los Catrachos 
are yet to win a game in two pre- 
vious appearances at World Cup 
finals tournaments, and failed to 
find the net in three group games 
at South Africa 2010. 

Their key striker is Carlo Costly 
(30 goals from 68 appearances) 
with Honduran football club Real 
Espana. This includes five goals 
from the last six national team 
games, with a brace in a 2-2 draw 
with Ecuador last November. His 
main partner is likely to be Jerry 
Bengtson (18 goals and 40 caps) 
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Ecaudor A>, 
France 
Honduras m\S 
Switzerland = "™*yorpcur 


Switzerland v Ecuador 
June 15 in Brasilia 


France v Honduras 
June 75 in Porto Alegre 


Switzerland v France 
June 20 in Salvador 


Honduras v Ecuador 
June 20 in Curitiba 


Honduras v Switzerland 
June 25 in Manaus 


Ecuador v France 
June 25 in Rio de Janeiro 


France have been gifted a wonderful draw 
and opportunity to top the group. Their 
WC finals pedigree and a quality squad 
are the big factors to inspire confidence 
for achieving such success. 


Despite their high ranking, Switzerland 
will be pushed for second spot by the Ec- 
uadorians especially if the latter can open 
with at least a draw in Brasilia. 


Honduras may struggle especially if 
they lose an opening game against the 
France. 


1. France 

2. Ecuador 

3. Switzerland 
4. Honduras 


who plays in the MLS for New 
England Revolution. 

Wilson Palacios of Stoke City, a 
veteran with 92 caps and 6 goals, 
provides central midfield stability. 
Oscar Garcia (92 games and two 
goals) from Houston Dynamo in 
the MLS usually takes a wide right 
midfield role. 

Defensive stability includes Hull 
City’s Maynor Figueroa, with 
101 appearances and three goals. 
Emilio Izaguirre (65 caps and one 
goal), a regular starter for Celtic in 
Scotland, provides versatility from 
a traditional left wing back posi- 
tion. In veteran Noel Valladares 
(118 games) from Club Deportivo 
Olimpia, Honduras will have one 
of the best goal keepers at the tour- 
nament. 

Honduras should be feel ‘at home’ 
in the tropical weather conditions 
for the last two games and their 
only realistic hopes will be to 
somehow get results from both of 
these encounters. 


Next week in GW: 
Group F 


ALL 
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English Premier League 
————————— 


Andrew Bishara 


Big Guns Keep 


Cup Dreams Alive 


It was the Fourth Round of the 
FA Cup last weekend and in 
keeping with the latest trend of 
the England’s oldest football 
tournament, there were few sur- 
prises on the table. 

Premier League leaders Arsenal 
made short work of Coventry City, 
with a comfortable 4-0 win. Two 
goals by Lukas Podolski, and one 
apiece by Oliver Giroud and Santi 
Cazorla, saw the Gunners notch 
their seventh consecutive win in all 
competitions. 

Fourth place Liverpool and third 
placed Chelsea also went through 
to the next stage with some ease. 
The Reds saw off Bournemouth 
2-0, thanks to goals by Daniel Stur- 
ridge and Victor Moses. 

While Chelsea recorded a 1-0 win 
over fellow Premier League side, 
Stoke City, thanks to a marvelous 
Oscar freekick. 

For Jose Mourinho’s men, just like 
Arsenal, it was their seventh win 
in a row, and it’s slowly displaying 
the ruthless that have become asso- 
ciated with Mourinho teams. 

Perhaps the biggest scare for the 
big teams was Manchester City’s 
4-2 win over Watford at City’s 
home fortress of Etihad Stadium, 
where it has lost one game at home 
all season (and it was against Eu- 
rope’s best club in Bayern Mu- 
nich). 

The visitors took a two-nil lead 


ENGLAND EPL f= 
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The World Game 


Latest Results Next Match 


20 


Man Utd 2 - 0 Cardiff City Newcastle v Sunderland 
P WDLFEA GD Pts ee Norwich City 0-0 Newcastle | West Ham v Swansea City 
fost recent first eee i 9 
1 Manchester City 23 17 2 4 68 26 +42 53 WWWWW Southampton 2 - 2 Arsenal Cardiff City v Norwich City 
2 Arsenal 2316 4 3 45 21 +24 52 DWWWW Swansea City 2 - 0 Fulham Everton v Aston Villa 
3 Chelsea 23.15 5 3 43 20 +23 50 DWWWW Crystal Palace 1 - 0 Hull City Fulham v Southampton 
i sea ewe 2 wr BD op WROAUE Liverpool 4 - 0 Everton Hull City v Tottenham 
fottenham Hotspur 23 13 4 6 30 31 -1 43 LWWWW 4 
6 Everton 3419 #3 35 24 +41 42 LDWDW Aston Villa 4-3 WBA Stoke City v Man Utd 
7 Manchester United 23 12 4 7 38 27 +1 40 WLWLW Sunderland 1 - 0 Stoke City WBA v Liverpool 
8 Newcastle United 23 11 4 8 32 28 +4 37 DWLLL Chelsea 0 - 0 West Ham Arsenal v Crystal Palace 
9Southampton 23 8 8 7 31 27 +4 32 DDWLL ; ; 
40 Aston Villa 237 6 10 2% 32 6 27 WDLWD Tottenham 1 - 5 Man City Man City v Chelsea 
11 Swansea City 236 6 11 29 33 -4 24 WLLLD z 
12Norwich City 236 6 1 18 35 -17 24 DWLDL One To Watch This Weekend... 
13 Hull City 236 5 12 22 29 -7 23 LLLLW : = 
14CrystalPalace 23 7 2 14 15 31 -16 23 WWLDL Can't look passed Manchester City taking on Chel- 
15 West Bromwich...23 4 10 9 27 33 -6 22 LDLWD sea. With both teams chasing the Gunners, the last 
' - 16 Stoke City 25 7 M22 37 415 22 LLLDL thing either side needs is to drop points. 
2 Jessie andi eK ewe 17 Sunderland 235 6 12 22 36 -14 21 WDWLD g PR 
. . : ; . 18WestHam United 23 4 7 12 22 33 -11 19 DLWLD 
Man City kept on track to win four trophies this season when Sergio Aguero 19 Fulham 236 1 16 22 50 -28 19 LLLWL 
scored a hat trick to avoid a banana skin 4-2 win over Watford. 20 Cardiff City mG 1 i eB) LIRILIL (2) 
into half time, thanks to goals by nage, but lost Bryan Oviedo to a . EPL Preview surprised the doubters and remain “Arsene will be extending with us 
Troy Deeney and Fernando Fores- broken leg, which will keep him : Before the weekend’s games, at the top of the table. While it will and, at the right time, we will make 


tieri. 

With an upset on the cards, Sergio 
Aguero saved the day with a sec- 
ond-half hat trick to turn the game 
on its head. Alesader Kolarov also 
got in the act to seal what turned 
out to be a tough win for the Sky 
Blues. 

City boss, Manuel Pelligrini, said 
he didn’t plan to play Aguero for 
the full 90 minutes, but needed to 
when things got desperate. 
“Sergio’s a top player, very impor- 
tant for us,” said Pellegrini.““The 
first idea was for him not to play 
90 minutes. But he had to play the 
whole match. He made the differ- 
ence.” 

Other Premier League sides who 
made the next round, include 
Swansea, who beat Birmingham 
City 2-1, thanks to a quick double 
by Wilfred Bony; Southampton 
also pushed its way through with a 
2-0 win over Yeovil Town; Sunder- 
land who beat Kidderminster Har- 
riers 1-0 and Cardiff City with a 1-0 
win over Bolton. 

Everton too made it through with 
a comfortable 4-0 win over Steve- 


out of the season and possibly the : 
: clashes that will take place; and 


World Cup in Brazil. 


However, not all Premier League : 
teams made it through. Crystal : 
Palace lost 2-1 to last year’s win- | 
ners Wigan Athletic. While Fulham : 
: ham hosting Manchester City at 
» White Hart Lane. The last time the 


were forced to replay against Shef- 
field Wednesday after a 1-1 draw. 


If Fulham do win, it will play 
the winner of Nottingham Forest | 
or Preston North End in the Fifth : 
Round. However, that’s the not the : 


biggest games of the round. 


will travel to Arsenal. 


It’s not the only all-Premier League : 
clashes, with Everton facing Swan- | 
sea, and Southampton playing Sun- : 
: will host a very winnable clash 
Other fixtures include, Sheffield | 
Wednesday playing Charlton Ath- : 
letic, Cardiff City hosting Wigan | 
Athletic and Hill City visiting 
_ tent is league leaders Arsenal. 


derland. 


Brighton & Hove Albion. 


there are a host of mid-week 


some will go a long way to decid- 
ing the title race, the top four and 
the relegation battle. 

The game of mid-week is Totten- 


two sides met, City crushed Spurs 
6-0 and began the end of the Andre 
Villas-Boas’ reign at the London 
club. 

Spurs have bounced back since 


' then, with Tim Sherwood at the 
The top four teams will play each | 
other in an explosive weekend of : 
FA Cup action over the 15th and : 
16th of February. Manchester City 
will host Chelsea, while Liverpool : 
: take a trip to Hull City. As for City, 


helm. It comes against one of the 
form teams in the league, in City, 
and will hope it can maintain its re- 
cent upturn in form. 

Following the City game, Spurs 


it will host Chelsea, in unquestion- 
ably the game of the weekend. 
Before then, Jose Mourinho’s men 


over West Ham United at Stamford 
Bridge. 

One team that will be watching 
Chelsea and City’s games with in- 


The Gunners have continuously 


be hoping that both title challengers 
will drop points (and hoping for a 
draw between each other), the Gun- 
ners will to focus on its own games. 
First up for Arsene Wenger’s men 
is a tough trip to Southampton. 

The Saints have struggled recently 
with a host of injuries that have 
plagued the sides, but it will still 
prove to be a challenging trip for 
Arsenal. Following that game, the 
Gunners will host Crystal Palace 
at the Emirates, before a ridiculous 
and “season-defining” fortnight of 
games. 

The Gunners play Liverpool at 
Anfield on the 8th of February, 
before hosting Manchester United 
three days later. It then plays the 
Reds again, in the FA Cup, but this 
time in its home ground, before 
finally welcoming UEFA Champi- 
ons League holders Bayern Munich 
three days later. 

Amidst all the talk of Arsenal’s 
tough run, a spot of good news is 
that Wenger looks to have agreed to 
anew contract, with chief executive 
Ivan Gazidis saying the Frenchman 
will be staying on. 


that announcement,” Gazidis said. 

“We have always supported Arsene, 
the board and Stan Kroenke have 
always been completely behind 
him. Arsene has always been com- 
mitted to the club. He’s the right 
person to see us forward.” 

This comes off the back of the 
Gunners signing a record £150m 
five-year kit deal with Puma, which 
reportly will allow Wenger to spend 
over the summer period. 

Speaking of spending, the question 
that will surround David Moyes 
and his Manchester United squad 
is whether new £37 million signing 
Juan Mata will start against Cardiff 
City mid-week or Stoke City on the 
weekend. 

Moyes has stressed signing players 
won't be the only thing to rebuild 
United. 

“lve got a big job to do here and I 
think a couple of new signings isn’t 
all that’s needed,” said Moyes. 

“T think there’s a bigger job to be 
done, but you have to start some- 
where.” 


Just the Juan to kick-start United’s season 


London 


| Eye 
Robert Davis 


If ever a football club needed a 
metaphorical ‘shot in the arm’ 
it would be Manchester United. 
And they may just have got it. Af- 
ter a poor start to life under new 
manager David Moyes — includ- 
ing shock FA and League Cup 
exits — as well as being a distant 
seventh in the league, the signing 
of Juan Mata may just be the cat- 
alyst the Old Trafford outfit need 
to kick start their season. 

The 25-year-old arrives in Man- 
chester for a club record £37.1 mil- 
lion fee after enduring a difficult 
six months under Chelsea boss Jose 
Mourinho where he found first- 
team opportunities hard to come 
by. But playing time is unlikely 
in short supply at the Red Devils. 
The fee is a statement from Moyes 
that he needs to add quality to his 
squad if they are to save their cam- 
paign and reach the highly coveted 
Champions League places. And 
with such a hefty price tag, Mata 
will be expected to deliver almost 
instantaneously. 

United’s previous highest fee paid 
for a player was back in 2008 when 
they spent £30.75 million on Dimi- 
tar Berbatov. The forward joined 
the likes of Wayne Rooney, Car- 
los Tevez and Cristiano Ronaldo 
in a high scoring side and was an 
expensive addition to an already 
dominant team. But Mata’s deal 
is different. His arrival is a case of 
having to spend in order to com- 
pete with the elite sides in world 
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football (although he is cup tied for 
the Champions League) and avoid 
drifting away from the pinnacle 
of the domestic and continental 


game. 

In-fact, his move is unlike any 
other of United’s biggest transfers. 
Rio Ferdinand’s £29 million sig- 
nature was a case of replacing the 
void left by Jaap Stam, but despite 
the club not being at the height of 
it’s powers, the Englishman joined 
in the knowledge that finishing 
outside the top four was a distinct 
improbability. The same can be 
said of Juan Sebastian Veron’s 
£28.1 million deal. The Argentin- 


ian signed under Sir Alex Ferguson 
and slotted in alongside a group 
of midfielders consisting of Paul 
Scholes, Roy Keane, David Beck- 
ham, Ryan Giggs and Nicky Butt — 
Veron unquestionably strengthen- 
ing an already fearful squad — but 
the current crop that Mata links up 
with is far from dominant; it may 
be the weakest seen at Old Trafford 
in over ten years. 

But one signing can change the 
fortunes of a club overnight, the 
impact of Mesut Ozil at Arsenal 
is a prime example, and one thing 
Mata possesses is world-class abil- 
ity. Since 2011/12 the former Chel- 


sea man has 27 Premier League 
assists in 82 games, just two be- 
hind his fellow compatriot David 
Silva who tops the list for goals 
created. Compared to his United 
team-mates the statistics are there 
to back up Mata’s credentials as 
well. He not only set-up more than 
Wayne Rooney, Robin Van Per- 
sie and Antonio Valencia, but also 
produced far more chances. This 
perhaps is the most vital part of his 
game that will benefit his new em- 
ployers. In recent weeks they have 
struggled to create opportunities 
and have looked short of creativity 


and ideas in the final third; Moyes 
will be hoping his new man can hit 
the ground running, and fast. 

Mata’s arrival also coincides with 
the return to fitness of United’s two 
star strikers in Rooney and Van 
Perise. The latter has lacked the ser- 
vice he requires to be at his prolific 
best this year whereas Rooney has 
had to carry the attacking threat of 
the side on his shoulders with only 
18-year-old Adnan Januzaj provid- 
ing any sort of support. But the in- 
troduction of the Spaniard on paper 
should mean more goals for the two 
forwards, with his guile, subtlety 


and ingenuity key to creating more 
goal scoring opportunities. 

Yet despite his undoubted attri- 
butes, there is still a question mark 
where Mata fits into this current 
United team. Historically they 
have played with two conventional 
wingers who get crosses into the 
box and provide pace on the coun- 
ter attack, something the former Va- 
lencia man will not. But this is not 
a normal Manchester United side. 
Evolution from previous seasons 
has begun and Mata will break the 
mould of what has been the norm at 
Old Trafford for many years. 

The most likely scenario is that the 
World Cup and European Cham- 
pionship winner will play from 
the right of midfield in a more ad- 
vanced role. Replacing Rooney in 
his more favoured position off the 
lead striker will be next to impossi- 
ble, considering the weight Rooney 
carries at United, but from the right 
he can float and get in-between the 
lines of defence and midfield where 
Mata is at his most dangerous. 

At their strongest the Red Devils 
will have Mata, Januzaj, Rooney 
and Van Persie combined in an at- 
tacking line-up that will strike fear 
into the heart of all the clubs in the 
Premier League. But it is the Span- 
iard who holds the keys to unlock- 
ing United’s good form, which has 
been so absent thus far. Not only 
will Moyes be hoping that Mata 
can put in some star performances 
of his own but also inspire those 
around him to hit the standards 
they achieved last campaign and 
turn their season around. 

The ball is now at Mata’s feet with 
the weight of one of the biggest 
clubs in the world firmly on his 
shoulders. 
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SPORTS 


SATURDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 19 Braunsch- 
weig v Dortmund 6:25am LIVE 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 
1st Leg Highlights Show 
12:10pm ist Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 29 
QPR v Burnley 11:10pm LIVE 


‘Sat Feb 1 West Ham v Swansea 
11.35 pm 


SUNDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 29 
Teams TBC 2:00am LIVE on setan- 
tasportsplus.com 

Bundesliga Round 19 Leverkus- © 
en v Stuttgart 3:20pm 1st Airing : 
Bundesliga Round 19 Schalke v 
Wolfsburg 5:10pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Hannover 
v Monchengladbach 7:00pm 1st | 
Airing : 
Scottish League Cup Semi-Final 
Hearts v Inverness 11:10pm LIVE 


‘Sun Feb 2 Hull v Tottenham 
:1.50 am 


MONDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 19 Hertha 
Berlin v Nuremburg 4:00am 1st 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 19 Bayern Mu- 
nich v Frankfurt 5:50am 1st Airing 
Primera Division Round 1 Teams | 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 
Primera Division Round 1 Teams 
TBC 11:15am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

Bundesliga Round 19 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 29 
Highlights Show 9:00pm 1st Airing | 


TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 23 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing 


THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 2nd 
Leg Botafogo v Deportivo Quito 
10:50am LIVE 


“Sun Feb 2. Brisbane v Mariners 
:5.00 pm 


FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 20 Preview 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 


SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Rangers v 
Dunfermline 6:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 20 
Monchengladbach v Leverkusen : 
8:30am 1st Airing 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 2nd 
Leg Highlights Show 12:10pm 1st 
Airing : 
Sky Bet Championship Round 30 
Yeovil v Leeds 11:15pm LIVE 


SUNDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 30 
Teams TBC 2:00am LIVE on setan- : 
tasportsplus.com : 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Celtic v 
Aberdeen 1:30pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Nuremburg v : 
Bayern Munich 5:10pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Werder 
Bremen v Dortmund 7:00pm ist : 
Airing : 
Bundesliga Round 19 Hamburg v 
Hertha Berlin 8:50pm 1st Airing 
Scottish Cup Round5 Dundee~ : 
United v St Mirren 10:55pm LIVE : 


Sat Feb 2 Malaga v Sevilla 
7.55 am Fox 1 
“Mon Feb 3 Athletic Bilbao v Real Madrid 
6.55 am Fox 1 
SBS ONE 
Evey Friday 


MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 19 Stuttgart v 
Augsburg 4:00am 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 19 Schalke v 
Hannover 5:50am 1st Airing 
Primera Division Round 2 Teams 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 
Primera Division Round 2 Teams : 
TBC 11:15am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

Bundesliga Round 20 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 

Sky Bet Championship 

Round 30 Highlights Show 
9:00pm 


: WEEK 23 
:Sat Feb 1 Newcastle v Sunderland 
11.35 pm 


: Sun Feb 2 Stoke v Manchester United 
; 1.50 am 


Sun Feb 2 Cardiff v Norwich 
1.50 am 


“Sun Feb 2 Everton v Aston Villa 
1.50 am 


Sun Feb 2 Fulham v Southampton 
1.50 am 


:Mon Feb 3 West Brom v Liverpool 
12.20 am 


‘Mon Feb 3 Arsenal v Crystal Palace 
_Tue Feb 4 Manchester City v Chelsea 
6.45 am 


"HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
: ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


‘Fri Jan 31 Melb Heart v Sydney 
: Fri Jan 31 Glory v Victory 

9.45 pm 
:5.30 pm 


‘Sat Feb 1 Newcastle v Wanderers 
7.45 pm 


‘W-League 

: Fri Jan 24 Brisbane v Western Sydney 
:5.00 pm 
_ SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 

: Every Sunday 7.00pm 

: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


_ SPANISH LA LIGA 


Soccer Sideshow 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
: All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


Fox 1 


Viewers Choice 


Fox 1 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Viewers Choice 


Fox 1 


2.50 am 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


7.30 pm 


Fox 1 


Sat Feb 1 Phoenix v Adelaide 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox 1 


Fox a 


SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 


7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 
Top of the Box 


Melbourne Heart has been bol- 
stered greatly in the last week 
with the purchase of the club by 
powerful EPL team Manchester 
United. Heart already seems to 
have garnered belief with a two- 
all away draw against Adelaide 
United. They take on Sydney FC 
on Friday night at home and will 
look to notch up their second win 
of the season. If Melbourne Heart 
can win, they may just be able to 
finish the season off on a high note 
with a few wins to their name. If 


not, they may stay stuck in their 
season rut. 

Sunday afternoon sees the high- 
light of the round with the top 
three clash between Brisbane Roar 
and Central Coast Mariners. Both 
teams are coming off strong wins 
last round, with five goals scored 
between them. 

Brisbane will welcome the return 
of Besart Berisha while Central 
Coast is brimming with confidence 
after a five game undefeated streak. 
This game will test the resolve of 
the two teams and will help shape 
the final four. 

Central Coast have shown plenty 
of heart recently and given their 
current form their may just upset 
the top team. Final score line may 
be 2-1 to the Mariners. 

Sunday afternoon also features W- 
League action on ABC1 with Syd- 
ney FC taking on Western Sydney 


Wanderers. Sydney has proven to 
be the team to watch out for with 
their high goal scoring abilities. 
Wanderers are vying to get ahead 
of Adelaide United and find some 
consistent form. Given Sydney’s 
form this season, it is almost im- 
possible to see them losing to sixth 
placed WSW. Sydney should have 
a comfortable 4-0 win. 

The game to watch in the English 
Premier League is next week’s 
match top three meeting between 
Manchester City and Chelsea. In 
the last encounter Manchester City 
got the two goal win despite hav- 
ing less possession. 

These are the sort of matches that 
genuinely determine who wants to 
fight it out for top spot. Manchester 
City has plenty of firepower up 
forward while Chelsea always 
finds a way of getting the result 
they want. I imagine this will be 


a tough encounter with plenty of 
close watching in defence and the 
battle of the midfields may just be 
the key to victory. Chelsea will be 
at their best and secure the three 
points in a close battle. Final score 
of 2-1 likely. 

Following the awesome weekend 
of football, make sure to watch 
SBS for their analysis coverage 
with The A-League Highlights 
Show hosted by Craig Foster and 
The World Game on Monday 
night. As always Santo, Sam and 
Ed’s Total Football is your go to 
show for comedy and football on 
Foxtel. Within these very pages 
you can read my interview with 
host Santo Cilauro. Thursday FC is 
another option for laughs on Thurs- 
day night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


The PFA Column 


1993-2013 
By Beau Busch 


From starring in youth leagues 
to being thrust into the extremely 
demanding world of professional 


football. Melbourne Heart 


defender Jason Hoffman 
reveals to the PFA what it is like 
to make the jump from youth 
player to senior professional. 

“With about half-an-hour to go 
he said I would be coming on 
and I remember I couldn’t even 
warm-up properly because I was 
so nervous,” Jason Hoffman says 
of the moments before making his 
A-League debut. “I thought I had 
trained so hard with these senior 
professionals and to finally get my 
chance I really wanted to make it 
count. 

“T will never forget it,” says the 
24-year-old with a laugh. “I split 
my head open after five minutes so 
for me it was a short debut.” 

For Hoffman it was the dream — 
being a professional footballer for 
his home-town team the Newcastle 
Jets. Living the dream however, 
was not straightforward. Pushed 
into the spotlight of professional 
football from the more gentle sur- 
rounds of youth football the transi- 
tion was not always an easy one. 

There is little time to be eased into 
it. “I had never even played on TV 
and all of a sudden everyone is 
watching you and there is so much 
pressure to get the right result.” For 
Hoffman the pressure felt huge. 

He concedes it was mostly his own 
doing. He wanted to live up to the 
expectations he had set for himself. 
He wanted to achieve his goals 


and he did not want to let anyone 
down. 

“Being a local boy and with 
everyone having seen you do 
so well at that local level the 
expectation is that you will just 
carry that into your senior career,” 
says the right back. “It can be very 
tough to make the adjustment to 
the physical side of the game and 
the speed of the game, and the 
expectation was that I would come 
in and do what I was doing in the 
state league and at youth level and 
realistically it would take me time 
to adjust. 

“Being a local and trying to do so 
well for the Jets it often played on 
my mind that I was not living up 
to expectations and it was quite 
a tough transition for me moving 
into that local professional scene.” 
Those feelings of failing to live- 


up to expectations drove Hoffman 
to read fans forums where “of 
course some people like you and 
some don’t.” Those who didn’t 
had an impact. “It affected me 
and this was not something that 
you should be thinking about. You 
need to surround yourself with 
positive people.” 

It would take Hoffman time to 
realise that he needed to change 
his approach. “There is so much of 
the world you don’t know as a 17 
or 18-year-old. I hadn’t travelled 
much and I was so naive to not 
only the football world but to life 
in general.” 

Seven years down the line it is 
obvious that Hoffman has man- 
aged to ease the pressure he puts 
on himself. Before sitting down 
to talk to the PFA Hoffman spoke 
passionately and confidently to 


Melbourne Heart’s National Youth 
League players about making the 
right choices. When asked what 
was the right choice to help him 
overcome the pressure he was plac- 
ing on himself he answers swiftly. 

“Now that I have played in the 
A-League for seven years and 
grown as a person it helps you 
adjust how you approach your work 
and how you approach your life,” 
the Novocastrian responds. “Now I 
try to maximise the enjoyment and 
enjoy every minute when you are at 
training, when you are playing, so 
the nerves aren’t really there for me 
anymore, which I’m grateful for. 

“T managed to talk to people and 
have good people around me, who 
helped me to manage them and 
to shift my focus to really enjoy 
football. For me the biggest hurdle 
I had to overcome was the amount 
of pressure I put on myself before 
a game. I have had people help me 
with that and now and it has made 
me able to perform to a higher 
level. 

“T used to really try and pump my- 
self up before games and it didn’t 
work for me. I was very nervous 
and anxious especially for the first 
five or ten minutes of a game. Now 
I try to keep it relaxed right up until 
the game.” 

With countless young players mak- 
ing the step up from youth football 
to professional football every 
season Hoffman said his advice to 
them was to use the resources that 
are at their disposal. 

“The senior players can help you 
so much and they really helped me. 
The PFA is also a great resource 
that can help you deal with issues 
you face when you first come into 
professional football. Whether that 
be negotiating a new contract or 
deciding on getting an agent. 

“Tt is not easy to make the transi- 
tion so you need to get as much 
help as possible so you can keep 
moving forward. You don’t want to 
make a big step forward and then 
two steps back.” 
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Heart of the City 


The talk of the town this week 
has been the Melbourne Victory’s 
back to back 5-0 defeats, the most 
recent one at the hands of Sydney 
FC. 

What would be concerning Kevin 
Muscat is not only the score line, 
but the manner by which these 5 
goals were conceded. The Victory 
defence and goalkeeper Nathan Coe 
made some very fundamental er- 
rors, which Sydney FC was able to 
capitalise on. 

Midfielder Matk Milligan is sorely 
missed, his presence and contribu- 
tion in his role as a defensive mid- 


fielder is a required ingredient to 
Melbourne Victory’s success, and 
the million dollar question now is 
how they will cope without him 
over the next 5 weeks, whilst he is 
sidelined from Knee Surgery. 

Kevin Muscat when taking over 
the job from Ange Postecoglou was 
committed to continue on with the 
path and system that Postecoglou 
had implement over the last 18 
months, however it does not seem to 
be bringing the required results. 

His dilemma now is does he con- 

tinue on this path, or make his own 
mark on the Team, by introducing 
his own style of game. 
Another hot talking point is the pur- 
chase by Manchester City and to a 
lesser extent, the Melbourne Storm, 
of the Melbourne Heart. 

Mainstream Media was abuzz once 
the news was announced. All that 
remains now is to see what changes 
will be implemented over the short 
and long term by the new owners, 
that will hopefully make them not 


only more competitive, but more 
importantly will increase, current 
poor crowd attendances. 

Ninety Percent of teams who re- 
place their Coach win their next 
game. Unfortunately for the New- 
castle Jets and new Gaffer Clayton 
Zane, this was not the case, last 
week, as they suffered a heavy de- 
feat at the hands of Central Coast 
Mariners. 

Zane will need time to make his 
mark on this struggling outfit, which 
can probably write of this season 
already, and start planning for next 
season. 

Over to the lower leagues we go 
where Club powerbrokers are busy 
wooing new players to their Clubs, 
whilst players have commenced the 
dreaded pre-season training, often in 
scorching temperatures. 

Reference will be made many times 
during the latter part of the year, by 
Coach’s to Players, reminding them 
of the hard yards they put in over the 
summer months, in an effort to get 


more output from them at the busi- 
ness end of the season. 

Some will respond, whilst others 
will find it hard to think that far 
back, as they will be listening to this 
in the middle of winter, where sum- 
mer and hot temperatures are but a 
distant memory. 

Sales of Caramello Koala Choco- 
lates soared last weekend after 
Foxtel’s King of anacronyms, Andy 
Harper described the Melbourne 
Heart defence as Caramello Koala 
chocolate, meaning that they were 
soft in the middle. 

The Melbourne Heart managed to 
harden up afterwards, and I was 
waiting for Harers next anacronym, 
possibly along the lines that their 
defence was Cadbury Dairy Milk, 
hard in the middle, however it did 
not happen. 


Until next week. 


This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 


Twitter @francisfields 
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THE PRESSURE OF WORLD CUP SELECTION 


Latin 
Wrap 


Francis Fields 


When a FIFA World Cup looms 
every four years and within the 
six months leading up to the tour- 
nament, national team selection 
becomes the main priority. 

And with it, the ethics on behalf 
of the national team coach to decide 
one of two situations; to continue 
with the current group of 23 play- 
ers who have trained, worked hard, 
accomplished the mission of quali- 
fication and of course, kept up form 
with their respective clubs to merit 
selection and fulfill their dream of 
competing in a World Cup. 

On the other hand are players whom 

by circumstances, and by way of 
football get introduced into the for- 
ay and presented with a chance to 
play friendly matches, impress the 
national team coach, perform at a 
playing level that is impressive and 
within the international calibre. 

Cases are many, especially across 
Latin American national sides 
where the player pool is immense 
that there may well be a “B” and 
“C” side to field. 

There comes the issue that raises 
multiculturalism, so unique in Aus- 
tralia yet in football tagged as dou- 


ble nationalities. Where FIFA has a 
say and a ruling, legal jurisprudence 
applies and if there any cases in par- 
ticular that need a hearing and a le- 
gal proceeding then it applies, and 
examples are many especially with 
Argentine and Brazilian-born play- 
ers. Most notably in recent years 
and in the last World Cup in South 
Africa was Lucas Barrios who ac- 
quired Paraguayan citizenship eli- 
gibility by his mother and obtained 
it with the help of the country’s FA 
thus brought into the national team 
setup almost immediately. 

And this month, Chilean boss 
Jorge Sampaoli perhaps being in a 
more impartial position to detach 
emotion and patriotism from the 
professionalism of football is in a 
unique situation with Swedish-born 
and youth international Miiko Al- 
bornoz. 

With his roots and family tree 
from his father strongly linked in 
Chile, and born to a Finnish mother, 
his desire and passion to wear “La 
Roja” was also incremented in pos- 
sibilities with the help of a Chilean 
football website that tracks down its 
citizens playing the game profes- 
sionally and semi-professionally 
abroad and this list includes sons 
of expats. 

In an almost fairy tale story so far, 
Albornoz who is tempted by several 
English Premier League and Cham- 
pionship clubs plays as right-back 
for Malmé6 FF in the Swedish Alls- 
venskan. 


Technology has a huge impact and 
effect especially nowadays with 
coaching staff able to use the latest 
in technical equipment, data analy- 
sis, scientific monitoring and video 
footage to their work by tracking 
and monitor the form and progress 
of current players and future call- 
ups. 

In came Costa Rica, with its most 
recent international friendly in 
Sydney against the Socceroos in 
a 1-0 loss, travelling to Santiago 
and onto to Coquimbo in a 4-0 loss 
with Chile’s local-based squad liv- 
ing up to expectations and hopes of 


Thumbs up and the all-clear for Falcao’s road to recovery 


A A 


impressing Sampaoli to fill in the 
remaining spots up for grabs for 
the final 23 who shall be selected 
to Brazil. 

The bittersweet remedy to this 
story is that Albornoz opened up the 
floodgates on debut with a sweetly 
hit left footed volley, impressing 
and pleasing everybody. Time will 
tell upon his selection, opening the 
possibilities for future European or 
foreign-born sons of expats across 
Latin American national teams to 
live their dream, work hard and one 
day be selected. 


The hopes of Colombia lies on 
the responsibilities, expertise and 
decision-making of coach José 
Pekerman and his technical staff 
but on the pitch and up front, 
most of the goals are scored by 
Radamel Falcao Garcia, simply 
known as Falcao. 

As Falcao ruptured his left knee 
anterior cruciate ligaments last week 
playing for French club side AS Mo- 
naco last week to modest Chasselay 
in the French Cup, his absence in the 
World Cup was imminent. 

The immediate pain on his face 
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was evident, for all to see. Wha 
Colombians back home and abroac 
immediately thought was trouble 
as its star goal scorer was in a hug 
shadow of doubt as to whether thé 
injury was serious or not. Let alone 
would he be recovering in time fo 
the World Cup to begin in June? 

As the rosary beads, prayers, lit 
urgies, well wishes through socia 
media, former teammates and coun 
trymen alike, Falcao underwent ar 
throscopic surgery with the skilfu 
hands of Portuguese doctor, kne« 
specialist Jose Carlos Noronha. 

The Colombian flew to the northerr 
Portuguese city of Porto, home city 
of his former club to get the liga 
ments done and in the process, go 
a visit from Colombia’s presiden 
and first lady on detour from Swit 
zerland upon waking up from the 
anaesthetic. 

Possibilities of seeing ‘El Tigre 
perform at the World Cup were pre 
dicted by the renown knee surgeot 
who has had a long=list of footbal 
stars go under the knife was “50. 
50”. 

By the time Falcao walks and run: 
again, May will be round the core 
and he will be intense rehabilitation 
get back to training, get a touch o 
the ball again and settle in to hi 
national team camp in a matter o 
weeks. It may be overwhelming anc 
it may be also just what a world clas: 
goal scorer unfortunately needs tc 
spur more motivation to dust off the 
immense pressure on his shoulders. 

Here at Goal! Weekly we wish ‘E 
Tigre’ all the very best in his recov: 
ery. Fuerza. 


Sky Blues within reach of winning NYL title 


NY 
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NATIONAL 
YOUTH 
LEAGUE 


Tomasz Ng 
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Round 13 of the Foxtel National 
Youth League proved to be lucky 
for some, but not for others. 

Melbourne Victory would be the 
team which felt the most hard done 
by in the 2-2 draw with Sydney FC 
on a very hot afternoon at Lakeside 
Stadium. 

The home side hit the crossbar 
twice in the first five minutes and 
went behind thanks to a long range 
stunner from Sydney midfielder 
Max Burgess. 

Victory also had an inspired Ivan 
Necevski to contend with, as he 
pulled off several miraculous saves 
particularly in the first half. 

Christopher Cristaldo then finally 
equalised for the Victory early in 
the second half, but any joy they 
had was short lived when Blake 
Powell restored Sydney’s lead. 

Just when the blue and white 
thought it was not going to be their 
day, Anthony Proia stepped up at 
the death to score a hard, curling 
low free kick, earning a well de- 
served point for the Victory. 

The result sees them drop down 
to third place, while Sydney’s lead 
at the summit was cut to ten points 
after Newcastle absolutely thrashed 
Perth Glory 6-2 away from home. 

Kale Bradbery made himself the 
hero by bagging a hat trick, and 
he was joined on the scoresheet by 
Mitchell Oxborrow, Radovan Pav- 
icevic and James Virgili. 

Perth looked like putting up some 
sort of resistance in the first half 
when Ndumbe Makeche scored a 
brace, but the Jets ran away with 
the game in the second half and 
condemned the league’s leakiest 
defence to even more misery. 

The Glory would have been rel- 
egated to the foot of the table had 
the Central Coast Mariners held on 
to their 2-1 lead against Western 


www.goalweekly.com 
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Melbourne Heart on the attack again 


Photos: ADAM BUTLER 
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Sydney Wanderers. 

Kwabena Appiah found the back 
of the net early for the Wanderers 
before Patrick Dixon and Dejan 
Pandurevic did likewise for the 
Mariners either side of the break. 
Appiah was in great form however 
assisting a goal for Nicholas Olsen 
then rounding off his brace in the 
dying minutes of the contest. 

The Wanderers came out 3-2 
winners and they leap frog Bris- 
bane Roar into fifth following the 
Queensland side’s 2-0 loss to the 
AIS. 

It was a game of few chances, 
and Mark Marino was once again 
on the scoresheet for the Institute 
side while Liam Rose scored the 
second of the contest very late in 
the game. 

When Brisbane did manage to 
fashion chances, AIS keeper James 
Thurtell was more than equal to the 
task, making sure that he kept his 
clean sheet intact. 


VlA 


The result sees the AIS move up 
into seventh spot above Melbourne 
Heart, who had another dull 0-0 
draw this week against Adelaide 
United. 

Chances were few and far between 
on a hot day in Adelaide, with Jor- 
dan Elsey the main threat for the 
home side in the first half. 


He came close with a couple of ef- 
forts but failed to test the keeper. 

Ross Archibald came closest to 
scoring for Heart early in the sec- 
ond half but saw his close range 
header saved. 

There was hardly any impetus as 
the teams began to tire in the heat, 
and Anthony Costa wasted his two 
golden chances to put Adelaide 
in the lead with headers that just 
flashed wide. 

Next week, Sydney FC could seal 
this season’s title should the Jets 
and Victory lose to the Wanderers 
and the Glory respectively. 


Ay. pene 
wa uti Did te SON 


Next Round 


Saturday, 1 February 2014 
Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 
Intiga Stadium 
KO 1:30 PM 


Saturday, 1 February 2014 
Brisbane Roar v Mariners 
Goodwin Park 
KO 3:30 PM 


Saturday, 1 February 2014 
Melbourne Heart v Sydney FC 
Epping Soccer Stadium 
KO 3:00PM 


Sunday, 2 February 2014 
AIS v Adelaide United 
AIS Grass 2 
KO 11:00AM 


Sunday, 2 February 2014 
Wanderers v Newcastle Jets 
Campbelltown Stadium 
KO 6:00PM 


NYL Standings 


1 Sydney FC 12110141 142733 
2 Melbourne Victory 127 14 33 22 11 22 
3 Newcastle Jets 12633 26 197 21 
4 Adelaide United 126 24 28 24 4 20 
5 Brisbane Roar 12543 33 31219 
6 Wanderers FC 125 16 26 215 16 
7 Melbourne Heart 12435 1520-515 
8AIS 12426 28 35 -7 14 
9 Perth Glory 122010 18 49-316 
10 Mariners 12129 1427-135 


Results 


Melbourne Victory 2 
(Cristaldo 54’ Proia 89’) 
Sydney FC 2 (Burgess 26’, Powell 65) 


Adelaide United 0 
Melbourne Heart 0 


Western Sydney Wanderers Youth 3 
(Appiah 6, 89, Olsen 65) 

Central Coast Mariners Youth 2 
(Dixon 35, Pandurevic 47) 


Perth Glory 2 (Makeche 12m, 41m) 
Newcastle Jets 6 (Bradbery 8m, 31m, 
62m, Oxborrow 26m, Pavicevic 47m, 
Virgili 54m) 


Brisbane Roar 0 
AIS 2 (Marino 15, Rose 81) 


Photos: KEITH EIGELAND 
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Roar Leave it Late Against Wanderers, SFC Run Ends 


By Katie Lambeski 


To kick-off the W-League and a 
curtain raiser for Friday night A- 
League, a late Tameka Butt win- 
ner saw Brisbane leave a sunny 
and pristine Suncorp Stadium 
as 3-2 winners over the West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers. Goals 
from the exciting pairing of La- 
rissa Crummer and Hayley Raso 
bookended Butt’s winner, cancel- 
ling out goals from Wanderwom- 
en Shawna Gordon and Michelle 
Carney. 

An open goal-fest of a first half 
saw the scoreline all square at 2-2 
at the break, the Wanderers will be 
ruing this result, having twice lost 
their lead. Just eight minutes into 
the contest, an inch-perfect cross 
from Heather Garriock was met by 
Gordon, her diving header had the 
visitors ahead. The Roar equaliser 
came when Raso’s tackle dispos- 
sessed Teigen Allen, leaving her to 
play through Crummer, who was 
one on one with Wanderers’ keeper 
Dimi Poulos, Crummer rounded 
her to put it into an empty net. Both 
had chances to win this entertain- 
ing and close match, but Butt had 
the final say with just under ten 
minutes to play. 

Sydney FC avoided a major upset 
at the hands of Adelaide United on 
Friday, leaving it late as Amy Har- 
rison’s goal at the 95th minute the 
deciding factor. Whilst goal ma- 
chine Jodie Taylor had Sydney up 
halfway through the opening half, 
a resilient Adelaide restored parity 
just after half-time through Kristy 
Moore. 

For most of the second half, Ad- 
elaide looked desperately close 
to stealing a huge point from the 
champions, who were named the 
tenth best women’s side in the 
world earlier in the week. Both 
classy and ruthless, Sydney FC 
held sway for major parts of the 
match despite the fast start from 
the home team. The Lady Reds 
would be hit by a Taylor goal at the 
24th minute, but they have made a 
habit of not knowing when they are 
beaten and equalised through an in- 
telligent finish through Moore, Ad- 


Brisbane Roar’s Nadine Angerer was 
presented flowers and an Aussie 
Akubra in recognition of her recent 
award of Best Female Player in 

the World at half time in Friday’s 
A-League game. Angerer has cre- 
ated football history being the first 
ever goal keeper to be awarded the 


prestigious honour. 


Bri 


wi 


m Standings 
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1 Sydney FC 1072133 11 22 23 
2 Melbourne Victory 1072123101323 
3 Canberra United 10703217 14 21 
4 Brisbane Roar 106 1320155 19 
5 Adelaide United 103259 12-3 11 
6 Wanderers 10235 15 18 -3 9 
7 Perth Glory 10307 14 30-169 


8 Newcastle Jets 1000108 40-320 


"_- 
elaide were right back in it. Whilst 
Adelaide had a chance late on, it 
wasn’t meant to be as Sydney had 
the final say. 

A fierce burst of three goals inside 
four minutes sparked by Lisa De 
Vanna helped Melbourne Victory 
breeze past the Newcastle Jets at 
Adamstown Oval on Saturday. 
De Vanna was instrumental as she 
put away a hat-trick, and set up 
the fourth goal that was put away 
by captain Stephanie Catley. The 
game was over as a contest early in 
the second half, although the Jets 
nabbed a deserved consolation goal 
through Rahli Dobson at the 74th 
minute. 

The Jets did well to keep Victory 
in check for most of the first half, 
with Victory going in to half-time 
narrow leaders after a chipped shot 
from De Vanna had them up and 
about. All the Jets hard work was 
brought undone immediately after 


opens the scoring in the 3-2 


isbane’s Larissa Crummer 


n over Wanderers. 


though, a pair of vicious shots from 
De Vanna had her completing a 
hat-trick and a 3-0 lead for Victory. 
De Vanna would be involved again 
as her clever back-heel pass found 
Catley, who finished truly. The win 
ensured Victory would stay top for 
the time being. 

Perth Glory’s results this season 
continued to disappoint, as they 
were dismantled by a free-flowing 
Canberra United in a 5-1 loss at 
MacKellar Park on Australia Day. 
A bevy of goal-scorers featured on 
the Canberra scoresheet, with Ellie 
Brush, Caitlin Munoz, Lori Lind- 
sey capped off by a late brace from 
Georgia Yeoman-Dale. The prolific 
Kate Gill got on the score-sheet for 
Glory, but it was too little, too late. 

Both sides started well, but Can- 
berra’s attacking forays were the 
better of the two and ultimately 
made the difference, while Perth 
couldn’t muster any pressure on 


young Canberra keeper Trudy 
Burke. Once Canberra got rolling 
through a Brush headed goal at the 
37th minute, Perth were powerless 
to stop them and Canberra enjoyed 
themselves as they secured fourth 
spot on the table as a result. Mu- 
noz’s goal was the pick of the bunch 
arguably, her free-kick straight to 
the top corner beating the Perth and 
keeper Chantel Jones all ends up. 


Canberra United 2 (Michelle Hey- 
man 9’, Caitlin Munoz 59’ pen) 
Sydney FC I (Renee Rollason 35’) 


Reigning champions Sydney FC 
have finally seen their unbeaten 
run come to an end as 2012 hold- 
ers Canberra United scored a 
highly entertaining 2-1 win in the 
nation’s capital on Wednesday 
night. 

Caitlin Munoz scored the winner 


Roar scorer Tameka 
Butt shows us her 
Butt on the back of 
her shirt! 


Sat 1 Feb KO 2:00pm 
Adelaide United Vs Brisbane Roar \ 
Adelaide Shores Football Centre | 


Sat 1 Feb KO 3:00pm 
Melbourne Victory Vs Perth Glory 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex, 

Melbourne 


\pens 
Sat 1 Feb KO 4:00pm [J 
Canberra United Vs Newcastle Jets 
McKellar Park 


Sun 2 Feb KO 3:00pm 
Wanderers Vs Sydney FC 
Campbelltown Stadium 


= -~ 


from the penalty spot just on the 
hour mark, after Renee Rollason 
had drawn the Sky Blues level to 
cancel out Michelle Heyman’s ear- 
ly strike for the home side. 

With two rounds remaining the 
win sees Canberra United leapfrog 
Brisbane Roar into third to keep 
alive their hopes of a top-two finish 
and a home semi-final. 


Sydney, who had been undefeated 
for their past 12 Westfield W- 
League matches, maintain their 
hold on top spot ahead of Mel- 
bourne Victory on goal difference. 
Sydney FC will have the chance 
to atone when they tackle local ri- 
vals Western Sydney Wanderers in 
Sunday’s feature match on ABC1 
(3pm) at Campbelltown Stadium, 
while Canberra United will host 
Newcastle Jets on Saturday (4pm) 
at McKellar Park. 

- FFA 


23 
Round 10 Review 


Brisbane Roar 3 (Larissa Crummer 19’, 
Hayley Raso 31’, Tameka Butt 82’) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 2 (Shawna 
Gordon 8’, Michelle Carney 45+2’) 

Friday 24 January 2014 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 

Referee: Casey Reibelt 


Brisbane Roar: Nadine Angerer (Gk), 
Laura Alleway, Clare Polkinghorne, Brooke 
Spence, Kim Carroll, Elise Kellond-Knight, 
Larissa Crummer (Joanne Burgess 74’), 
Katrina Gorry, Vedrana Popovic (Ayesha 
Norrie 94’), Tameka Butt, Hayley Raso (Em- 
ily Gielnik 59’) 

Substitutes — Kate Stewart (Gk) 

Cautions — Brooke Spence 35’ 


Western Sydney Wanderers: Dimi Poulos 
(Gk), Caitlin Cooper, Shawna Gordon, Em- 
ily Van Egmond, Heather Garriock, Server 
Uzunlar (Jess Seaman 87’), Michelle Car- 
ney (Helen Petinos 65’), Catherine Cannuli, 
Teigen Allen, Alanna Kennedy, Linda O’neill 
(Jenna Kingsley 89’) 

Substitutes — Mackenzie Arnold (Gk) 
Cautions — Teigen Allen 26’, Heather Gar- 
riock 67’, 76’, Shawna Gordon 78’ 

Red Card: Heather Garriock 76’ 


Adelaide United 1 (Kristy Moore 52’) 
Sydney Fe 2 (Jodie Taylor 24’, Amy Har- 
rison 95’) 

Friday 24 January 2014 

The Shores, Adelaide 

Referee: Lara Smith 


Adelaide United: Melissa Barbieri (Gk), 
Laura Stockdale, Rachael Quigley (Emily 
Condon 26’), Lisa-Marie Woods, Monique 
lannella, Daila-Tais Borg, Jenna Mccormick 
(Jesse Wharepouri 87’), Tiarn Powell, Snez 
Veljanovska, Kristy Moore, Louise Mason 
(Jessica Nagel 75’) 

Substitutes — Kelly Barltrop (Gk) 

Cautions — Louise Mason 47’, Laura Stock- 
dale 93’ 


Sydney Fe: Casey Dumont (Gk), Teresa 
Polias, Danielle Brogan, Liz Ralston, Nicola 
Bolger (TrUdi Cammileri 95’), Amy Harrison, 
Caitlin Foord (Emma Kete 67’), Renee Rol- 
lason, Jodie Taylor, Leena Khamis (Chloe 
Logarzo 88’), Sam Kerr 

Substitutes — Sham Khamis (Gk) 

Cautions — Caitlin Foord 52’ 


Newcastle Jets 1 (Rhali Dobson 74’) 
Melbourne Victory 4 (Lisa De Vanna 12’, 
54’, 56, Stephanie Catley 58’) 

Saturday 25 January 2014 

Adamstown Oval, Newcastle 

Referee: Katie Patterson 


Newcastle Jets: Eliza Campbell (Gk), 
Hannah Brewer, Siahn Bozanic, Ciara Mc- 
cormick, Gema Simon, Tara Andrews, Rhali 
Dobson, ClarE Mcintyre (Lauren Brown 86’), 
Sophie Nenadovic (Stacey Day 23’), Cassidy 
Davis, Clare Wheeler (Libby Copus-Brown 
70’) 

Substitutes — Claire Coelho (Gk) 

Cautions — None 


Melbourne Victory: Brianna Davey (Gk), 
Jessica Humble, Katie Hoyle (Emily Hulbert 
46’), Stephanie Catley, Caitlin Friend (Enza 
Barilla 74’), Jessica Fishlock, Lisa De Vanna, 
Jessica Samuelsson, Tiffany Eliadis, Gulcan 
Koca (Beattie Goad 56’), Lauren Barnes 
Substitutes — Cassandra Dimovski (Gk) 
Cautions — Jessica Samuelsson 68’ 


Canberra Unlted 5 (Ellie Brush 37’, Cait- 
lin Munoz 41’, Lori Lindsey 81’, Georgia 
Yeoman-Dale 90’, 92’) 

Perth Glory 1 (Kate Gill 84’) 

Sunday 26 January 2014 

Mckellar Park, Canberra 

Referee: Kate Jacewicz 


Canberra United: Trudy Bourke (Gk), Cath- 
erine Brown, Kendall Fletcher, Grace Field, 
Ellie Brush, Caitlin Munoz (Grace Gill 52’), 
Michelle Heyman (Georgia Yeoman-Dale 
70’), Nicole Sykes, Meg Mclaughlin, Lori 
Lindsey, Stephanie Ochs 

Substitutes — Jocelyn Mara (Gk), Ashleigh 
Sykes 

Cautions — None 


Perth Glory: Chantel JOnes (Gk), Sarah 
Carroll (Sasha Andrews 78’), Cecilie Sand- 
vej, Bronwyn Studman, Shannon May, Rosie 
Sutton, Kate Gill, Elisa D’ovidio, Thia East- 
man, Marianna Tabain, Shawn Billam (Amy 
Knights 57’) 

Substitutes — Gabrielle Dal Busco (Gk), Jes- 
sica Dillon 


Cautions — Elisa D’ovidio 89” 


Check us out on: 
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GET IT ONLINE 
www.kappaaustralia.com 
¢ LICENCED PRODUCT 


° TEAMWEAR 
° CUSTOM SUBLIMATION 
° FASHION 


P 02 9554 4111 F 02 9554 4115 E goal@soccercity.com.au 


418 Stoney Creek Road, Kingsgrove NSW 2208 


www.soccercity.com.au 


> Soccer Boots from Major Brands 
> Authentic Jerseys 

> Indoor & Turf Shoes 

> Match & Training Balls 


> Training Equipment & Accessories 
> Professional Goalkeeper Products > Team Wear (custom made/off the shelf) 
> Supporter Merchandise 


> Lettering & Numbering 


By Simon Maher 
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Farewell Brett Emerton - All-time great Socceroo, 
All-time great Australian Sportsperson 


rett Emerton played his last minutes of 
Bees before a packed derby house at 

Parramatta Stadium last Saturday night. 
His departure that night, slipping from the flood- 
lights into the secluded darkness of the dressing 
rooms has been reflected in the media coverage 
of his retirement. It may not be entirely fair but 
‘damned with faint praise’ could fit the general 
absence of fanfare. 

Emerton has been one of the outstanding achievers 
in Australian sport over the last twenty years, and is 
one of the all-time great Socceroos. Yet his departure 
from the playing fields has been met with at best a 
muted response. One scribe in a Sydney newspaper 
greeted his retirement with a ‘respectful golf clap’! 

If anyone doubts Emerton’s place in Australian sport 
consider this. He made his full Socceroo debut 

aged 18 in 1998, and accumulated 95 senior caps for 
his country, steering the Socceroo’s into the 2006 

and 2010 World Cups along the way. If Emmo was 
playing in any other sporting code in this country, the 
strength of these achievement’s alone would have seen 
his retirement widely lamented and his remarkable 
career lionised. And yet these proud moments are 
only the tip of the iceberg. 

Emerton’s service to the national team began with 
his selection for the Under 17 Joey’s, before he pro- 
gressed to the Young Socceroo’s . At underage level 
Emerton competed at the U/17’s world Youth Cup 
finals in Ecuador in 1995 as well as consecutive finals 
appearances in the Malaysian and Nigerian Under 20 
World Youth Cup final campaigns of 1997 and 1999. 
In the 2000 Sydney Olympics Emmo captained the 
Olyroo’s in his home city to cap off his extensive con- 
tribution at youth and under age level for his country. 
At club level Emerton’s statistics are equally laudable. 
As a fleet footed youth wearing the blue and white 
of Sydney Olympic Emmo scorched a path down the 
right hand flank of Belmore Oval during 95 appear- 
ances. In 2000 Emerton made the prestigious move 
to one of the powerhouses of the Dutch first Division, 
Feyernoord where he ran up 121 appearances in 
League and Cup competitions. The highlight of his 
time in the Netherlands was spearheading the victori- 
ous Dutch outfit to the final of the UEFA Cup in 2002. 
In recognition of that seasons accomplishments 
Emerton was awarded the 2002 Oceania Player of 
the Year and moved to the English Premier League 
with Blackburn Rovers. In the hurly burly of the 
British game and the ardours of packed domestic and 
European schedules Emerton racked up 247 games in 
the Premier League and a further 47 in other competi- 
tions. If we tally up these appearances beginning 
with his days at Belmore and ending at Parramatta 
Stadium, Emerton chalked up a staggering total in 
excess of 560 matches in league and Cup competitions 
between 1994 and 2014. 

The sheer weight of these raw statistics tells us a 
lot about Emerton. They reflect his preternatural 
athletic gifts and ferocious work ethic that were fully 
exploited by the consummate modern sporting profes- 
sional. Yet just as he drifted from the limelight with a 
minimum of fuss last Saturday evening, it seems that 
the full nature of Emerton’s career is in danger of also 
slipping by without the recognition it deserves. 

It is easy to underestimate the contribution of Emer- 
ton, in the same way that his prodigious talents so 
often are. His abilities as a player are often glossed 
over, and his technical gifts overlooked. Emerton is 
one of the great Socceroo’s full stop. Not just because 


he is one the few to ascend the giddy peak of 95 full 
caps, or appear in 2 World Cup finals, Mr reliable the 
marathon man of Australian football. 

He is one of our greatest ever players. A shining star, 
always comfortable on the ball regardless of his op- 
ponents, and accomplished enough to be able to play 
in most positions without fuss. You don’t star in top 
leagues of Europe for 11 years if you don’t have an 
accomplished technical game. 

It is equally important to understand how Brett 
Emerton’s career reflects the quantum jump of 
Australian football over the span of his career. When 
he inked his first contract in 1994, the NSL was the 
showcase for the domestic game. The competition 
was semi- professional and most games were played 
before crowds below five thousand spectators. How 
fitting that his last club game in this country should be 
before a sell-out derby crowd in a fully professional 
league. The symbolic connection between Emerton’s 
career and the local game is unavoidable. 

This connection is starker when one considers that 
the fortunes of the national team in this era. When he 
debuted for the green and gold in 1998, the Socceroos 
had not visited the World Cup finals since 1974. The 
quadrennial qualification process had devolved into 
a torturous ritual of breathless anticipation, abject 
failure and bitter recriminations, cruelly exposing all 
of the local games deep wounds and weaknesses. 

It is now common history that Emerton was part of 
the team that turned around that bruised and haunted 
past. Incredibly for a nation that fruitlessly toiled for 
32 years to make the World Cup finals, the Socceroos 
have now qualified for the last 3 tournaments. Amidst 
these dramatic shifts in fortunes it is too easy for the 
contributions of players like Emerton to slip by in the 
flotsam of history. All too easy to fix our gaze on the 
present and forget the pathway which led there. 

It is easy to say that Emerton has been one of the 
linchpins of this era of change, one of the national 
teams greatest ever servants. But it is more important 
to remember and acknowledge the full extent of this 
momentous contribution. Emerton and the other 
bulwarks of the national team during this era of the 

so called ‘golden generation’ have been tireless foot 
soldiers for the cause, selflessly clocking up thousands 
of kilometres trekking between the demands of club 
and country for years and years. 

And here again we see the link between the fortunes 
of Emmo and Australian football. As one of the 
alumni of firstly the New South Wales Institute of 
Sport and then the Australian Institute of Sports 
Emerton is a standard bearer for the local game. A kid 
from Sydney’s west who played for his local “Gun- 
ners” club as a junior before progressing through the 
elite player pathways and flowered into one of the 
outstanding athletes of his generation. 

So as we bid farewell to this outstanding footballer 
we should endeavour to acknowledge and preserve 
his full legacy. One reason is akin to Hamlet’s when 
speaking of his departed father, *...we make not see 
his like again’. While one keenly hopes that we will 
one day see more of the likes of Emmo, we cannot 
take this for granted, or be certain they will give back 
as much for so long with such understated profes- 
sionalism. So farewell Emmo and congratulations, 
you have achieved so much and given us in the stands 
so much more than we ever expected. How many can 
say that? 


back 


(1996), AIS (1996/97) 


Senior Career 

1996-2000 Sydney Olympic 
2000-2003 Feyenoord 
2003-2011 Blackburn Rovers 
2011-2014 Sydney FC 


National Team 
1994-1995 Australia U17 
1996-1999 Australia U20 
1997-2000 Australia U23 
1998-201 2 Australia 


Early days: Sydney Olympic 


Full name: Brett Michael Emerton 
Date of birth: 22 February 1979 


Age: 34 

Place of birth: Bankstown, Sydney, 
Australia 

Height: 1.85 m (6 ft 1 in)[1] 


Playing position: Right midfielder / right 


Youth career: Gunners Soccer Club, 
Macarthur Rams, Marconi Stallions, NSWIS 


94 (20 


Beating Serbia 2-1 
at the the World Cup 
South Africa in 2010. 


Home is where the heart 
is: Signing for Sydney FC 


Apps Gls 
94 (16) 
92 (11) 
247 (13) 
57 (7) 


Apps Gls 


dt td) 
16 (1) 
25 (7) 
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Inter flounder — 
amid fan protests — 


Fan protests and howls of deri- ; 
sion met Inter as they clashed : 
with Catania. The pressure has | 
only intensified after a disap- : 


pointing home draw. 
At 10:48am last Tuesday, says Ju- 
ventus director general Giuseppe : 
Marotta, President Andrea Agnelli 
received a text message from In- 
ter counterpart Erick Thohir. It 
signalled the all-clear to a swap 
deal which would see the Neraz- 
zurri pick up Mirko Vucinic for : 
Fredy Guarin and a rumoured fee : 
of about €2m. 

Vucinic has battled injury and with 
the arrivals of Carlos Tevez and | 
Fernando Llorente has seen less 
playing time this term. Meanwhile, : 
Guarin had been subject to reported 
January interest from Chelsea. 
Thohir’s first transfer window has 
not been an avenue to splash cash | 
ala Paris St-Germain or Monaco. 
Instead it’s believed he wants the 
squad reduced first. He’s looking 
towards the future too. The Colom- ; 
bian had been promised a new con- : 
tract and wage increase under the : 
Massimo Moratti regime. Instead, : 
Thohir would rather get Guarin off 
the books. 

At the same time Inter’s attack 


needed a fresh face. Rodrigo Pala- 


: cio is better playing as a deeper 
: striker. Veteran Diego Milito is 
' slowly getting back to form after 
» a knee injury last season. Mauro 
' Icardi’s love life is more talked 
- about than his football as he strug- 
© gles with injury, while Ishak Bel- 
: fodil has failed to make the step up 
: and is expected to leave. 


Vucinic was identified as that face. 


: News of the possible deal broke on 
: Monday as the Montenegrin inter- 
: national left Juve training, cleared 
: out his locker and said his good- 
» byes. Destination: Milan. When 
' word reached the public, Nerazzur- 
- ri fans were incensed. So much for 
: future planning when a 30-year-old 
- was about to be signed, they ar- 
» gued. And why strengthen Juven- 
- tus by handing over Guarin? 


Such was the online backlash, In- 


: ter postponed negotiations. After a 
: night’s sleep things were expected 


to get back on track. Vucinic was 
ready for his medical. The text 


: Juve’s Vucinic has been the subject of transfer tribulations 


message went through. Then short- 
ly after Spm, news filtered through: 
the deal was off. 

“FC Internazionale has decided 
not to continue negotiations with 
Juventus regarding the transfer of 
Fredy Guarin and Mirko Vucinic,” 
read a statement. “President Tho- 
hir, having conferred with Mas- 
simo Moratti and the club’s man- 
agement team, did not feel that the 
necessary technical and financial 
conditions were in place to come to 
a satisfactory agreement.” 

Juventus, their major players in 
Rome for that evening’s Coppa Ita- 
lia clash against Roma, released a 
small statement of their own, call- 
ing Inter’s words ‘disconcerting’. 
Marotta then spoke on Wednesday: 
“Tt is the first time in my 30 years 
of negotiating players that I’ve 
seen such a shocking situation. As 
you can understand, the situation 
has left Vucinic and Guarin ill at 
ease. My presence was absolutely 
necessary to protect Juventus and 


1 Juventus ral ais 2 il) 
2 Roma Pal iy By) tH 
3 Napoli Pal Wek BMY) 
4 Fiorentina 2112 5 4 40 23 
5 Internazionale 218 «9 4 938° 24 
6 Torino PL Sy 
7 Parma Al ff Bel wl 
8 Hellas Verona ZA ON 25 9 S5e 34 
9 Milan Pale Te TP Eh 
10 Lazio ZL Tine? Te eeZO) 
11 Genoa Al TS PRL 
12 Atalanta ali 8 Wl Al sy 
13 Sampdoria Pal Bie By A SP) 
14 Cagliari Pay VE A) th AN hl 
15 Udinese Al G 2 Ge 2 sp 
16 Chievo 24 oe OF ee Ome 
17 Bologna Pal) By A 
18 Sassuolo 214 5 12 22 46 
19 Livorno Pal ck EY) yey 
20 Catania Pal ey BY SY 


confirm these players were mis- 
treated.” 

Marotta said it was the Nerazzurri 
who instigated talks, back in De- 
cember, for Vucinic. He added they 
would not continue negotiations. 
Thorhir noted that opinions dif- 
fered and having spoken to those 
around him, felt the move did not 
benefit Inter. 

By Sunday’s visit of bottom club 
Catania, fans were angry. This epi- 
sode exacerbated recent poor form. 
Mazzarri’s men had won just one 
of their last eight Serie A matches 
and were dumped out of the Coppa 
Italia. Their last four games had 
seen just one goal scored. 

Irritated fans ‘welcomed’ the team 
bus to the San Siro, while inside the 
stadium chants and banners were 
aimed at director Marco Fassone, 
urging him to quit. Moratti was not 
safe either: “Moratti now that you 
don’t have duties as a president, 
free us from your family friends”, 
read one banner, an attack on an- 
other director, Marco Branca. 
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Guarin was not included in the . 
: squad, while Inter failed to make | 
' much headway against a team - 
' which had lost each of its previ- 
: ous 10 away matches. Walter Maz- 
: zarri’s decision to start the defen- 
' sive minded Zdravko Kuzmanovic 
_ ahead of creative midfielder Mateo 
' Kovacic was puzzling. 
: Gonzalo Bergessio came close for 
: the visitors after the break, as Cata- 
- nia goalkeeper Alberto Frison got | 
- down well to save a late Rolando 
: header. The match ended scoreless; 
: a dull affair. The home side was 
: met by a chorus of boos at the final 
: whistle. 
! Mazzarri cited a tense atmosphere. - 
' “All week the players sensed scep- 
' ticism from the fans and media. 
: These players are not accustomed : 
' to certain pressures and felt the | 
- lack of enthusiasm in the stands, as 
| it almost felt as if we were playing | 
: in an empty stadium.” 


Rolando Maran treasured the Si- 


positive result away from home, 


Latest Results Next Match 


Napoli 1 - 1 Chievo 
Lazio 1 - 1 Juventus 
Hellas Verona 1 - 3 Roma 
Torino 1 - 0 Atalanta 
Sampdoria 1 - 1 Bologna 
Inter 0 - 0 Catania 
Cagliari 1 - 2 Milan 
Livorno 3 - 1 Sassuolo o 
Parma 1 - 0 Udinese 
Fiorentina 3 - 3 Genoa 


Cagliari v Fiorentina 
Bologna v Udinese 

Milan v Torino 

Genoa v Sampdoria 
Sassuolo v Hellas Verona 
Chievo v Lazio 

Catania v Livorno 
Atalanta v Napoli 

Roma v Parma 

Juventus v Internazionale 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


It doesn’t get any easier for Inter — they travel to 
Juventus on Sunday for the Derby d'Italia. Two winless 
games between the League and Cup means Juve will 
be chomping at the bit to return to the winners list, 
especially after seeing their lead at the top reduced. 


especially as it’s at the San Siro, 
must spur us on to improve. With 
this hard work it is possible [to 


: avoid relegation].” 


The bungled transfer has only 


- served to intensify the pressure at 
' Inter. Sitting in fifth, they are 11 
» points behind Napoli and a Cham- 
: pions League place. Cross-town ri- 


vals Milan have copped much flack 


. this season, but are just five points 


adrift. Guarin’s future remains un- 


: certain and Thohir has much to do 
» to appease the fans. In the mean- 
: time, Inter are rumoured to still be 
. chasing Vucinic, but there’s no talk 
- of a swap this week. 


Elsewhere, Roma were the only 


: club in the top six to win over the 
» weekend. They triumphed 3-1 at 


Verona — cutting the lead at the top 
to six points - with Juventus and 


» Napoli held to draws by Lazio and 


Chievo. It means Juve’s 12-game 


: winning streak has come to an end. 
_ Finally, there was good news for 
: cilian’s first away point. “The first © 


Milan as two last-gasp goals saw 
them defeat Cagliari. 


: 
Pepe Lopez 


Neymar Sale 
Ends Rosell 


Barcelona President Sandro Ro- 
sell this week resigned amidst 
a very public and personal tax 
evasion and money laundering 
inquiry that the Spanish Goy- 
ernment is now conducting into 
Barcelona’s signing of Brazilian 
Ace Neymar Jr at the beginning 
of this season. 

The scandal hinges on the fact that 
Neymar Jr’s Brazilian club Santos 
claimed that they had only received 
17 million Euro ina transfer deal that 
now appears to have cost in excess 
of a massive 150 million Euro. The 
transfer deal itself was a complex 
one, as the player Neymar Jr had 
multiple entities as contract own- 
ers, of which Santos FC was merely 
a shareholder, with a company 
“N&N” (Neymar Jr & Neymar Sr) 
another shareholder, amongst other 
Brazilian football agency groups, 
“Sonda” and “Tiesa” in amongst the 
parties involved. 

Ironically, the scandal was trig- 


FCP ARCEL 
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Barcelona president Sandro Rosell handed in his resignation 
after tarnishing the club’s reputation. 


gered by one of the Barcelona’s 
own members, Jordi Cases, who in 
efforts to request “transparency” 
from the Barcelona FC Administra- 
tion, wanted to account for the bot- 
tom line in this hugely complicated 
transfer of the Brazilian star player. 
Jordi Cases became highly suspi- 
cious of this club’s administration 
when he was unable to obtain all the 
answers to his questions in regards 
to the transfer. Unsatisfied with this 
situation, Cases legally petitioned 
Madrid High Court Judge Pablo 
Ruz to attend to the matter. Cases 
certainly found the response he was 
looking for from Madrid authorities, 
within 24 hours of lodging his peti- 
tion, it was approved and the inquiry 
began. 


There are a number of potential ir- 
regularities in the transfer deal. In- 
cluded is a 10 million Euro payment 
to Neymar Sr dating back to 2011. 
This undisclosed fee is in breach of 
FIFA regulations as Neymar Jr was 
a contracted player to Santos FC at 
the time, who were unaware of the 
payment. As this payment, and pos- 
sibly others were undisclosed, tax 
authorities in both Spain and Brazil 
are keenly determined to ensure they 
receive all their due taxation %’s 
owed. 

Speaking to ESPN Brazil this week, 
Neymar Sr made these comments; 
“Barcelona paid me €10. It’s not a 
crime. They didn’t pay the money to 
Neymar, they paid it to my company. 
What did I do with the €10m? I put 


SPAIN LaLiga 


i? VP fo) Ik le AA 
1 Barcelona Ali’ 8 i BY 
2 Atlético Madrid Al Ww 8 i) Se 
3 Real Madrid Al Ww 2 2 WM 2h 
4 Athletic Club Pil We es) by EL ae 
5 Villarreal 214 6s 39122! 
6 Real Sociedad 2110 6 5 42 30 
7 Sevilla Al 0 GO ay oH 
8 Levante Al’ © § we ay 
9 Espanyol Al tf) Ba Pa 
10 Valencia 21 4 10) 9285) 933) 
11 Granada Ali Ss tl WS a 
12 Getafe 21 fe) Nl 22534 
13 Celta de Vigo 216 4 i 27 34 
14 Osasuna 216 4 11 #18 34 
15 Almeria al <8 i) Zee ly) 
16 Malaga Al i 8 10 i) 2 
17 Elche Al ty © iW a oe 
18 Real Valladolid 21 4 7 10 24 37 
19 Rayo Vallecano 215 1 15 21 51 
20 Real Betis 212 Om 4eeSi 47, 


it towards insurance so that if any- 
thing happened to Neymar, if he got 
injured, for example, I could afford 
to pay the €40m. He could have left 
[Santos] for nothing in 2014 and we 
could have got €120m alone because 
there were clubs willing to pay that 
much. But I wanted to give Neymar 
peace to play at the World Cup this 
year, free from transfer specula- 
tion. We’re making everything clear 
about his contract now because of 
that, too.” 

Sandro Rosell was elected Bar- 
celona FC President in 2010. In 
the short space of 3 years, Sandro 
shrouded himself in controversy 
which has not helped his cause. Just 
4 months into his term, Sandro Ro- 
sell for the first time in 111 years of 


ro Latest Results Next Match 


Last5games 
GD Pts Most recent first Real Madrid 2 - 0 Granada 
+44 54 WDDWW 
+38 54 WDDWW Valencia 2 - 2 Espanyol 
neo UCI Sevilla 2 - 3 Levante 
+14 42 WWWLW F 
H7 37 LWWWL Almeria 1 - 0 Getafe 
+12 36 WDLWW 
+5 31 LDDWW 
“Oar IDNA Barcelona 3 - 0 Malaga 
2 26 DWLLW : 
5 2 DDLWL Real Sociedad 4 - 0 Elche 
8 24 LDWLL 
12 24 LDLLL 
7 22 WLWLD 
16 22 LDWWD 
18 22 WLLWW 
8 21 LDLLW 
13 21 LWDLL 
13°19 WLLDL 
30 16 LLWLL 
1a ee 


history accepted a shirt sponsorship 
deal, with Qatar Sports Investment. 
The controversy here exists in the 
fact that according to club statutes, 
such advertising arrangements, must 
first be approved by club members. 
Rosell, eventually did receive the ap- 
proval of club members on this shirt 
sponsorship deal, however it was 
not until 11 months after the spon- 
sorship deal was announced. Fur- 
ther damaging to Rosell’s reputation 
was a stoush that Sandro got himself 
involved in with former club legend 
Johan Cruyff. Cruyff was awarded 
the title of “Honorary President” by 
the previous Barcelona FC Presi- 
dent Joan Laporta, but Sandro Ro- 
sell revoked the title away from the 
Cruyff, who previously represented 


Osasuna 1 - 5 Athletic Club 


Celta de Vigo 4- 2 Real Betis Granada v Celta de Vigo 


Barcelona v Valencia 


Real Valladolid 4 - 0 VillarrealLevante v Rayo Vallecano 


Getafe v Real Valladolid 
Malaga v Sevilla 

Elche v Almeria 

Real Betis v Espanyol 


R Vallecano 2-4 Atl Madrid Atl Madrid v R Sociedad 


Athletic Club v Real Madrid 
Villarreal v Osasuna 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Malaga will host Seville in an Andalusian 
derby, Fox Sports 1 will broadcast this 
match Live Sunday February 2014, 
7.55am AEST. 


La Liga Leaders Barcelona will host 
Valencia, a delayed broadcast of this 
match can viewed at on Fox Sports 1 on 
Sunday February 2, 2014, 10am AEST. 


Athletic Bilbao will host visitors Real 
Madrid in what is always a feisty en- 
counter, Fox Sports 1 will broadcast this 
match Live Monday February 3, 2014, 
6.55am AEST. 

the club as a player and a coach, and 
is credited for bringing the famous 
“Tiki-Taka” style of football to the 
club of Barcelona. 

Barcelona FC have since appointed 
Josep Maria Bartomeu as an interim 
President, until the current term is 
completed, meanwhile it is being 
reported that Barcelona FC could 
be hit with a retrospective taxation 
bill of up to 63 million Euro, from 
Spanish authorities. 


FUTSAL 


ee LLL 2a 


MENS MIXED WOMENS 
COMPETITIONS 

0433 000 444 
info@super5s.org 
www.super5s.org 


Burwood 
Camberwell 
Collingwood 
Carlton North 


SOCCER 


Vermont South 
Box Hill 
Preston 
Hawthorn 


Endeavour Hills 
Oakleigh South 
Caulfield 
Parkville 


Real Futbol In 


brings to Australia the finest in international 


outh football development 


e Introduction e Skill Factory 


fx 


wath) 
AKKKE 


oe, 


e Elite Development © Goalkeeper Coaching 


Talent aged 4-12 for 


Introduction and Elite Programs 


Yo 


.com.au Hitt 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


1DinamoZagreb 19 13 4 2 35 13 
2 Hajduk Split 20 CeO ae CORNING) 
3 Rijeka Mit 8 2 a we 
4 Lokomotiva 20 Oo ee ee 
5 Split 20 eh 0 wil ai 
6 Istra 1961 Wee & f A wg 
7 Slaven Koprivnica 20 3 9 8 23 27 
8 Zadar ODE 4 eee OMI en OMMEOS) 
9 Osijek 202 6 12 14 41 
10 HrvatskiDrago.. 20 1 7 12 15 33 
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Bundesliga 


P W DL F A GD 
1BayernMinchen 17 15 2 0 44 8 +36 
2BayerLeverkusen 18 12 1 5 34 19 +15 
3Borussia Dortmund 18 10 3 5 40 22 +18 
4BorussiaM'gla.. 18 10 3 5 35 21 +14 
5 Schalke 04 189 4 5 35 2 +7 
6 Wolfsburg 189 3 6 29 22 +47 
7 Hertha BSC 188 4 6 27 21 +6 
8 Mainz 05 188 3 7 2 32 6 
9 Augsburg 187 4 7 23 27 4 
10 Hannover 96 186 3 9 26 32 +6 
11WerderBremen 18 5 5 8 22 37 -15 
12 Stuttgart 175 4 8 30 33 -3 
13 Hoffenheim 184 6 8 36 42 46 
14EintrachtFran... 18 4 6 8 21 29 -8 
15 Freiburg 184 5 9 19 33 -14 
16HamburgerSV 18 4 4 10 33 41° -8 
17 Nurnberg 181 #11 6 21 33 -12 
18 Eintracht Brau... 18 3 3 12 10 32 = -22 


P 
1 Leicester City 28 
2 Queens Park Ra... 27 
3 Burnley 27 
4 Derby County 28 
5 Nottingham Forest 26 
6 Reading 28 
7 Ipswich Town 28 
8 Brighton & Hov... 27 
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9 Blackburn Rovers 28 9 359) 830) 
10 Middlesbrough 28 9 10 41 35 
11 Wigan Athletic 26 10 7 28 «26 
12 Leeds United Zi On 

13 Huddersfield Town 27 9 7 367733) 
14AFC Bournemouth 27 9 7 34-46 
15 Blackpool 7a) fy) 27 39 
16 Watford ay 0 360 3 
17 Birmingham City 27 7 8 3134 
18 Bolton Wanderers 27 6 10 32 44 
19 Doncaster Rovers 28 7 7 26 44 
20 Sheffield Wedn... 26 5 12 Sommrod 
21 Millwall AE 8 BE 2 Si 
22 CharltonAthletic 26 5 9 12 22 34 
23 Barnsley 7a) Gh GY SE aa 
24 Yeovil Town Ase A Ze) eh 


P W DL F A GD Pts 
1 Olympiakos Piraeus21 19 2 0 61 6 +55 59 
2 PAOK 2115 3 3 41 #19 +22 48 
3 Atromitos 21 11 7 3 30 14 +16 40 
4 Panathinaikos 2112 3 6 33 18 +15 39 
5AsterasTripois 219 9 3 30 18 +12 36 
6 Panaitolikos 218 6 7 23 18 +5 30 
7 Panthrakikos 218 6 7 30 32 -2 30 
8 OFI 216 8 7 18 22 -4 26 
9 Kalloni 218 2 11 22 37° «-15 26 
10 Xanthi 217 4 10 27 33 6 25 
11 Panionios 216 6 9 19 25 6 24 
12 Levadiakos 217 2 #12 23 39° -16 23 
13PASGiannina 21 7 2 12 21 32 -11 23 
14ApollonSmimis 215 6 10 24 33 -9 21 
15 Ergotelis 214 9 8 2 27 6 21 
16 Platanias 214 7 #10 18 30 -12 19 
17 Veria 214 6 11 19 37 -18 18 
18 Aris 212 6 13 18 38 -20 12 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Derby County 3 - 2 Yeovil Town 

AFC Bournemouth 2 - 1 Huddersfield Town 
Queens Park Ra... 2 - 1 Bolton Wanderers 
Burnley 0 - 0 Brighton & Hov... 

Doncaster Rovers 3 - 0 Charlton Athletic 
Millwall 1 - 1 Sheffield Wedn... 
Middlesbrough 0 - 0 Wigan Athletic 

Leeds United 1 - 1 Ipswich Town 
Birmingham City 1 - 2 Leicester City 
Barnsley 2 - 2 Blackburn Rovers 

Reading 5 - 1 Blackpool 


Port Vale PSTP Crawley Town 

Leyton Orient 2 - 0 Coventry City 

Oldham Athletic 0 - 3 Wolverhampton ... 
Brentford 3 - 1 Bristol City 

Walsall 1 - 1 Swindon Town 

Colchester United PSTP Shrewsbury Town 
Bradford City 0 - 0 Preston North End 
Stevenage PSTP Crewe Alexandra 
Carlisle United 3 - 0 Milton Keynes Dons 
Tranmere Rovers 1 - 2 Rotherham United 
Sheffield United PSTP Peterborough U... 


GD 
+23 
+16 
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+0 
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+2 
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3 
12 
-18 
-1 
-23 
-12 
-19 
-18 


Torquay United PSTP Burton Albion 
Dagenham & Red... 1 - 1 Southend United 
Northampton Town PSTP Rochdale 

York City 0 - 2 Chesterfield 

Mansfield Town PSTP Bury 
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1 Celtic 23 20 
2 Aberdeen 24 14 
3 Motherwell 23 14 
4 Inverness CT 22 11 


F A GD Pts 


0 S56 12 +44 63 
7 35 22 +13 45 
7 34 30 +4 44 
7 29 21 +8 37 
i 


3 

3 

2 

4 
5 Dundee United 239 7 39 27 «+12 34 
6 St. Johnstone 2339 5 9 31 26 +5 32 
7 Hibernian 247 7 #10 21 27 -6 28 
8 Kilmarnock 247 4 13 28 39 -11 25 
9 St. Mirren 246 6 12 24 40 -16 24 
10 Ross County 236 3 14 27 41° -14 21 
11 Partick Thistle 244 9 11 21 38 -17 21 
12HeartofMidlo.. 255 5 15 22 44 -22 5 


P W DL F A GD Pts 
1 Ajax 20 13 4 3 43 #17 +26 43 
2 Vitesse 2012 5 3 45 26 +19 41 
3 Twente 19 10 7 2 44 19 +25 37 
4 Feyenoord 20 113 6 43 29 +14 36 
5 Heerenveen 208 6 6 45 37 +8 30 
6 PSV AY if eel AK) 2) 
7 Groningen aE Th tf oR) ae RR) YE} 
8 AZ A) ey) EEE PT 
9 PEC Zwolle PO i th eh ar aa) A 
10 Heracles VA) A a: 2: sO) 2) 
11 Utrecht 207 3 10 28 40 -12 24 
12GoAheadEagles 20 6 5 9 29 44 -15 23 
13 Cambuur 206 4 #10 21 27 6 22 
14 NAC Breda 206 4 #10 30 37 -7 22 
15 Roda JC PO if 1 os) 4k) a) 72 
16ADODenHaag 20 6 2 12 25 45 -20 20 
17RKC Waalwjk 204 7 9 27 37 -10 19 
18 NEC 204 eo iS3e ole =18i019 


P WD L F A GD Pts 


1 Brentford 28 19 
2 Leyton Orient 27 18 
3 Wolverhampton... 28 17 
4 Preston North End 27 13 
5 Rotherham United 28 13 
6 Walsall 29 12 
7 Peterborough U... 28 14 
8 Swindon Town 28 12 
9 Port Vale 26 12 
10 Milton Keynes Dons27 10 
11 Coventry City 27 12 
12 Bradford City 277 
13 Colchester United 26 8 
14 Gillingham 28 9 
15 Crawley Town 25 7 
16 Oldham Athletic 28 8 
17 Carlisle United 27 8 
18 Tranmere Rovers 28 7 
19 Notts County 29 8 
7 
6 
6 
4 
6 


4 50 26 +24 62 
3. 58 24 +34 60 
4 47 20 +27 58 
4 36 27 +9 49 
6 49 37 +12 48 
0 7 #36 26 +10 46 
11-48 «440 «6+8 «(45 
146 «38 «6+8 (41 
1037) «339s -2 8 
10641 «44 +036 
7 55 47 +8 34 
7 38 32 +6 34 
8 35 34 +1 34 
1436 «47-11-32 
08 2 34 -+5 31 

1432 44 -9 30 

13. 31 47 «-16 30 

14 31 50 -19 28 

18 37 48 -11 27 

15 27 54 -27 27 

12 26 35 -9 26 

1427 38 «-11 26 
21 38 45 -7 24 
16 24 44 -20 22 


20 Crewe Alexandra 28 
21 Sheffield United 26 
22 Shrewsbury Town 28 
23 Bristol City 27 
24 Stevenage 26 


P W DL F A GD Pts 


1 PSG (Ri 8 iT Be ay ash bil 
2 Monaco 22 14 6 2 36 14 +22 48 
3 Lille CE Ty iy Na eli 24 
4 Saint-Etienne Pe stl eo Tf By a yy 
5 Olympique Lyonnais22 9 7 6 35 27 +8 34 
6 Bordeaux 22S ee ONO ne? COMO: 
7 Nantes Me i) 8 Qo Bi Ae aR 
8 Reims Ca f\ Ry EN a] 
9 Olympique Mars... 21 9 5 7 29 23 +6 32 
10 Lorient 29 4 9 2 2 + 31 
11 Toulouse Al a if fil Ay 
12 Bastia PA) We (3h YP) 
13 Nice PETS 8) hh 2) Ay aah 
14 Guingamp (2 OB GB 2) 22 22 we 
15 Montpellier 22 4 12 6 24 26 -2 24 
16 Rennes 2255) 998923) 25) -2) 24 
17 Evian TG Ce By th ah) A) yh ait AI 
18 Valenciennes 214 6 i 21 31 -10 18 
19 Sochaux 222 6 14 16 44 -28 12 
20 Ajaccio 221 7 #14 15 39 -24 10 


Wolfsburg 1 - 3 Hannover 96 
Nurnberg 4 - 0 Hoffenheim 

Freiburg 3 - 2 Bayer Leverkusen 
Eintracht Fran... 1 - 0 Hertha BSC 
Werder Bremen 0 - 0 Eintracht Brau... 
Hamburger SV 0 - 3 Schalke 04 


Wycombe Wanderers 0 - 1 Portsmouth 


Newport County PSTP Plymouth Argyle 
Exeter City 0 - 0 Oxford United 

Bristol Rovers 0 - 1 Accrington Stanley 
AFC Wimbledon 2 - 1 Hartlepool United 


Lille 1 - 1 Rennes 


Guingamp 1-1 PSG 

Ajaccio 1 - 1 Sochaux 
Montpellier 3 - 1 Nice 

Nantes 0 - 0 Reims 

Toulouse PSTP Bastia 
Valenciennes 1 - 1 Lorient 
Olympique Lyonnais 3 - 0 Evian TG 
Bordeaux 2 - 0 Saint-Etienne 


Monaco 2 - 0 Olympique Mars 


Borussia M’gla... 0 - 2 Bayern Miinchen 
Borussia Dortmund 2 - 2 Augsburg 
Stuttgart 1 - 2 Mainz 05 


Kalloni 0 - 0 Apollon Smirnis 

Atromitos 1 - 0 PAS Giannina 
Panathinaikos 1 - 0 Platanias 
Levadiakos 4 - 3 Aris 

Asteras Tripolis 0 - 0 OFI 

PAOK 4 - 1 Veria 

Panthrakikos 4 - 1 Panionios 

Xanthi 0 - 2 Olympiakos Piraeus 
Ergotelis 0 - 1 Panaitolikos 


Heracles 2 - 1 RKC Waalwijk 
ADO Den Haag 3 - 2 Feyenoord 
NAC Breda 1 - 2 PEC Zwolle 
Roda JC 1 - 0 Utrecht 

PSV 1-0AZ 

Cambuur 3 - 1 Heerenveen 
Vitesse 1 - 1 NEC 

Go Ahead Eagles 0 - 1 Ajax 


Kilmarnock 2 - 0 Inverness CT 
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Most recent first 


Last5games 
P WDL FA GD Pts wostrecent st 
1 Partizan 15 3 2 2 12 +16 33 WWWWL 
2CrvenaZvezda 15 2 3 30 15 +15 322 WWWWW 
3 Jagodina 168 3 4 #19 12 +7 27 WWWLW 
4 Radnicki Nis 156 6 3 16 10 +6 24 LWLWW 
5 Vojvodina Wo Bf @ AN wi seh ee wD) 
6 Novi Pazar 167 3 5 18 16 +2 24 WLDWW 
7 Cukari¢ki WG eo aE! ay sal Ae (EILIONRIE 
8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 3 6 12 19 -7 21 DLWLW 
9 Napredak We & © WW Ge <a ay IIL WVILe 
10OFKBeograd 155 2 8 17 24 -7 17 DLLWW 
11 Vozdovac (Sods 147 13) i 45 16 EWILEL 
12 RadnickiKragu.. 15 4 4 7 15 21 -6 16 LWDLD 
13SlobodaUzice 15 4 4 7 13 19 -6 16 WLLWL 
14 Javor lvanjica 10s) 868) (64 19) 5515) DIEDIDIE 
15 Donji Srem 163 5 7 15 19 -4 14 DWWLL 
16 Rad Beograd Wo 2 i GW i a a TeiLILIEy 
super Lig 
Last5games 
P W DL F A GD Pts _ Most recent first 

1 Fenerbahce 18 14 2 45 20 +25 44 WWLWW 

2 Galatasaray 189 7 28 17 «+11 34 DWWDW 

3 Sivasspor 18 10 2 34. 23) +11 332, « WWLWD 

4 Kasimpasa 189 5 32. 21 ++11 32 DLDWD 

5 Besiktas 18 8 6 31. 20 «+11 30 DLWLD 

6 Trabzonspor 188 4 26 22 +4 28 DWLDL 

7 Eskisehirspor 18 8 3 23 18 «#+5 «#27 LLWDW 

8 Bursaspor 187 6 22 20 +2 27 WDWDD 

9 Karabiikspor 18 7 6 17 17 #++0 27 DLWWW 
10 Akhisar Beledi... 18 7 4 22 23 -1 25 LWWLW 
11 Genglerbirligi 18 7 3 21.21 +0 24 WWWDD 
12Gaziantepspor 18 6 4 22 31 - 22 DDLWW 
13 Antalyaspor 185 6 23. 24 -1 21 WLLLD 

14 Konyaspor 186 2 10 23 28 -§ 20 LWDLL 

15 Rizespor 184 4 10 19 28 -9 16 LLDLL 

16 Elazigspor 185 1 12 21 40 -19 16 WWLWL 
17 KayseriErciye... 18 3 3 12 13 31 -18 12 LLLLL 

P W LF A GD Pts earegon frst 

1 Chesterfield 28 14 44 25 +19 51 WWDLW 

2 Scunthorpe United 28 13 41 27 +14 50 DDDWW 

3 Fleetwood Town 27 15 44 31 +13 48 DWWWW 

4 Rochdale 27 14 43 33 +10 47 DWWLW 

5 Oxford United 27 12 36 21 «+15 446 DWWDL 

6 Southend United 27 13 35 23 «+12 446 DWDWD 

7 Burton Albion Ziealo 3127 «+4 #46 LDWDW 

8 Newport County 25 10 35) 30) +5) 38 IE DIEIEW! 

Q9AFC Wimbledon 28 10 10 31 31 +0 38 WWDLW 

10 Morecambe 28 10 A0ieeoeeo 7 4638) DIDIDIEL 

11 Dagenham & Red 28 9 10 36 36 +0 36 DDLLW 

12 Plymouth Argyle 27 9 10 24 30 -6 35 DLDWD 

13 Cheltenham Town 27 8 34. 38 = -4 334. C= DLLLW 

14 Hartlepool United 28 9 Vt) i yeh LINE ILIL 

15 Exeter City 27 9 1299325936) 433) DIE BIEW) 

16 York City 29 7 11 32 36 «6-40 332: «LLDWW 

17 Accrington Stanley 27 8 11 32 38 «#=-6 «632 WWDLD 

18 Portsmouth 28 7 10 33 41 -8 32 WDDDL 

19 Mansfield Town 28 7 11 29 38 #-9 31 DDLWD 

20 Bristol Rovers 27 7 1125 28 «-3) 30 LWDWL 

21 Wycombe Wandere27 7 232s t One co DIED IE 

22 Bury 26 6 10 30 34 -4 28 DLWWD 

23 Torquay United 27 6 13 27 41 -14 26 LWDLL 

24 Northampton Town 26 5 14 20 36 -16 22 LLWDL 


>) 
1 Benfica 16 
2 Sporting CP 16 
3 Porto 16 
4 Estoril 16 
5 Vitoria Guimaraes 16 
6 Nacional 16 
7 Sporting Braga 16 
8 Rio Ave 16 
9 Académica 16 
10 Gil Vicente 16 
11 Maritimo 16 
12 Vitoria Setubal 16 
13 Arouca 16 
14 Belenenses 16 
15 Olhanense 16 


16 Pacos de Ferreira 16 


Motherwell 2 - 2 Aberdeen 

Ross County 1 - 2 Heart of Midlo... 
St. Mirren 0 - 0 Partick Thistle 
Hibernian 0 - 4 Celtic 

Dundee United PSTP St. Johnstone 
Celtic 4-0 Kilmarnock 

Heart of Midlo... 2-1 St. Mirren 


Kasimpasa 0 - 0 Karablkspor 
Genglerbirligi 3 - 1 Rizespor 
Bursaspor 3 - 1 Eskisehirspor 
Trabzonspor 1 - 1 Besiktas 
Sivasspor 3 - 0 Kayserispor 
Elazigspor 2 - 1 Akhisar Beledi... 
Kayseri Erciye... 1 - 3 Antalyaspor 
Gaziantepspor 0 - 0 Galatasaray 
Fenerbahce 2 - 1 Konyaspor 


Academica 


PORTUGAL 


- 0 Gil Vicente 


Rio Ave 1 - 0 Belenenses 


Sporting Braga 1 - 1 Pagos de Ferreira 


Benfica 2 - 0 Maritimo 
Porto 3 - 0 Vitoria Setubal 
Nacional 2 - 2 Estoril 


FA Cup 4th Round 


Arsenal 4 - 0 Coventry City 


Nottingham Forest 0 - 0 Preston North End 


W DL F A GD Pts 


12 3 
"1 
"1 
7 


8 
6 
7 
6 
6 
i} 
4 
4 
4 
2 
3 
2 
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31. 12 «+19 39 WWWWD 
35 10 +25 37 WDDWW 
32. 110 «+21 336 ~WLWWW 
25 18 +7 26 DDDWW 
17 13° +4 26 WLWWD 
23 17 #++6 2 DWDWD 
21° 18 #+3 23 DWDWL 
13 16 -3 21 WDDLW 
12 20 -8 21 WWLDL 
13 21 - 18 LLLLL 
24 30 6 17 LDDDD 
17 28 «-11 16 LLLLW 
14.21 -7 #15 LWWLD 
9 19 -10 12 LLDLD 

0 10 2 -15 12 LWLLL 

0 13 30 -17 10 DLDLL 


AFC Bournemouth 0 - 2 Liverpool 
Sunderland 1 - 0 Kidderminster ... 
Bolton Wanderers 0 - 1 Cardiff City 
Southampton 2 - 0 Yeovil Town 
Huddersfield Town 0 - 1 Charlton Athletic 
Port Vale 1 - 3 Brighton & Hov... 
Southend United 0 - 2 Hull City 
Rochdale 1 - 2 Sheffield Wedn... 
Wigan Athletic 2 - 1 Crystal Palace 
Manchester City 4 - 2 Watford 
Birmingham City 1 - 2 Swansea City 
Stevenage 0 - 4 Everton 

Sheffield United 1 - 1 Fulham 
Chelsea 1 - 0 Stoke City 


Replays 
Fulham v Sheffield United 
Preston North End v Nottingham Forest 


FA Cup 5th Round Draw 


Manchester City v Chelsea 

Sheffield United / Fulham v Nottingham 
Forest / Preston North End 

Arsenal v Liverpool 

Brighton & Hov... v Hull City 

Cardiff City v Wigan Athletic 
Sunderland v Southampton 

Everton v Swansea City 

Sheffield Wedn... v Charlton Athletic 


Euro Scoreboard 


HNL G@eomQSCOTLAND SPL SQUSERBIA SuperLiga 


Last5games 
Most recent first 


27 


One Game At A Time 


France 


Olympique Mars... v Valenciennes 
PSG v Bordeaux 

Lorient v Monaco 

Bastia v Guingamp 

Evian TG v Ajaccio 

Reims v Montpellier 
Saint-Etienne v Valenciennes. 
Sochaux v Nantes 

Nice v Lille 

Rennes v Olympique Lyonnais 
Olympique Mars... v Toulouse 


Stuttgart v Bayern Miinchen 

Eintracht Brau... v Borussia Dortmund 
Schalke 04 v Wolfsburg 

Bayer Leverkusen v Stuttgart 
Hoffenheim v Hamburger SV 

Mainz 05 v Freiburg 

Augsburg v Werder Bremen 
Hannover 96 v Borussia M’gla... 


Istra 1961 v Dinamo Zagreb League 
Zadar v Osijek resumes 
Rijeka v Dinamo Zagreb Saturday 
Split v Hajduk Split pt ie 
Hrvatski Drago... v Istra 1961 + due 
Lokomotiva v Slaven Koprivnica ee 


Radniéki Kragu v Radnicki Nis 
Novi Pazar v Partizan League 

Cukaricki v Rad Beograd resumes 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice Saturday 
Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 23rd Feb 


Donji Srem v Vojvodina 2014 due 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor lvanjica ee 


Napredak v Jagodina 


English Championship 


Nottingham Forest v Watford 
Queens Park Ra...v Burnley 

AFC Bournemouth v Leicester City 
Doncaster Rovers v Middlesbrough 
Leeds United v Huddersfield Town 
Millwall v Reading 

Ipswich Town v Bolton Wanderers 
Wigan Athletic v Charlton Athletic 
Blackburn Rovers v Blackpool 
Birmingham City v Derby County 
Sheffield Wedn... v Barnsley 
Watford v Brighton & Hov... 
Nottingham Forest v Yeovil Town 


English League One 


Wolverhampton ... v Bradford City 
Swindon Town v Oldham Athletic 
Bristol City v Carlisle United 

Milton Keynes Dons v Tranmere Rovers 
Gillingham v Port Vale 

Crewe Alexandra v Sheffield United 
Shrewsbury Town v Brentford 
Peterborough U... v Colchester United 
Preston North End v Notts County 
Coventry City v Walsall 

Rotherham United v Leyton Orient 
Crawley Town v Stevenage 


English League Two 


Southend United v Newport County 
Accrington Stanley v Morecambe 
Bury v Wycombe Wanderers 
Chesterfield v Bristol Rovers 
Cheltenham Town v Northampton Town 
Plymouth Argyle v Mansfield Town 
Portsmouth v Torquay United 

Burton Albion v Exeter City 

Rochdale v Dagenham & Red... 
Oxford United v AFC Wimbledon 
Fleetwood Town v York City 
Hartlepool United v Scunthorpe United 


Aberdeen PSTP Celtic 
Inverness CT PSTP Hibernian 
Kilmarnock v Ross County 
Partick Thistle v Dundee United 
St. Johnstone PSTP Motherwell 
Celtic v St. Mirren 


PAS Giannina v Levadiakos 

Aris v Xanthi 

OFI v Panathinaikos 

Olympiakos Piraeus v Panaitolikos 
Kalloni v Asteras Tripolis 

Apollon Smirnis v Atromitos 

Veria v Panthrakikos 

Panionios v Ergotelis 

Platanias v PAOK 


Besiktas v Kayseri Erciye... 
Kayserispor v Kasimpasa 
Antalyaspor v Gaziantepspor 
Eskisehirspor v Fenerbahce 
Karablikspor v Elazigspor 
Akhisar Beledi... v Genclerbirligi 
Konyaspor v Sivasspor 
Galatasaray v Bursaspor 
Rizespor v Trabzonspor 


Feyenoord v Vitesse 
Heerenveen v ADO Den Haag 
PEC Zwolle v Roda JC 
Heracles v NAC Breda 

AZ v Groningen 

Utrecht v Ajax 

Twente v Cambuur 

NEC v Go Ahead Eagles 

RKC Waalwijk v PSV 


Portugal 


Estoril v Arouca 

Sporting CP v Académica 

Gil Vicente v Benfica 

Maritimo v Porto 

Vitoria Setubal v Rio Ave 
Pagos de Ferreira v Olhanense 
Vitoria Guimaraes v Nacional 
Belenenses v Sporting Braga 


League 
resumes 
Sunday 2nd 
Feb 2014 
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